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Thinking about a vacation? 
Try the vacation desk. 
See page 2. 



UNVEILED—Convair's swept wing YB-60 was shown to public this month for first time in this 
picture. Air Force asked press and public, however, to retrain from taking any other photos in order 
to protect detailed information on aircraft. 


Wives Watch YB-60 
Make Maiden Flight 

The Air Force’s newest strategic bomber—the Convair- 
built YB-60—took off at 4:55 p.m. Central Standard Time 
last Friday (April 18) on its maiden flight. 


$152,000 Budget 

Outlined For New 

FW Con-Trib-Club 

A proposed budget of $152,000 for Convair employees' 
support of various Fort Worth community fund appeals 
was announced this week by the Con-Trib-Club fund 
committee. 


At the controls was B. A. 
Erickson, Convair FW manager 
of Flight, with A. S. Witchell as 
co-pilot. Other crew members 
included W. P. Easley, J. D. Mc- 
Eachern, E. J. Nadolski, L. C. 
Brandvig, It. P. Scott, C. T. 
Jones. 

All the drama of the first 
flight and the days of taxi test¬ 
ing that preceded it were not 
confined to the inside of the air¬ 
plane or to the Convair FW 
reservation. There was plenty of 
it along White Settlement Road 
where hundreds of cars parked at 
one time or another. 

Those with the deepest concern 
were the wives and sons and 
daughters of the men scheduled 
to fly the plane. 

Dorothy Scott, wife of the 


Two Convair FW employees 
this month divided the largest 
award ever made in FW Division 
history for an Employee Sugges¬ 
tion. 

For extensive improvements on 
a complicated electronic machine 
which will save the company 
nearly $120,000 annually, L. E. 
Johnson and L. R. Parvin will 
split $1,575 in award money. 
Both are Dept. 64 employees. 

Sharing honors but not the 
cash is R. G. Bryden, general 
foreman of Dept. 64, who further 
developed the award-winning 
idea. (Under company policy, 
supervisory personnel are not 
eligible to receive cash awards 
for cost-improvement ideas, al¬ 
though savings are credited to 
their departments.) 

Presentation of the award 
checks to Parvin and Johnson 
last week by R. F. Crabtree, who 
is in charge of the suggestion 
plan, climaxed more than two 
years’ intensive work by these 
men. Crabtree’s investigators 
subsequently spent six months 
checking every angle of the sug¬ 
gestion before it was approved. 

Essentially, heart of the im¬ 
provement is a new electronic 
unit which is adaptable to use 
with any cathode ray type engine 
analyzer, such as the Sperry unit 
used to locate engine ignition 
malfunctions. 

With the original analyzer, lo¬ 
cation of such engine “bugs” on 
B-36s required an average of 150 
manhours per flight. With the 
new unit, that time has now been 
cut to an average of four hours 
per flight. 


flight test engineer, probably 
spoke for all when she said: “I’ll 
be glad when it’s over.” 

It was a repeat performance 
for Barbara McEachern. Back in 
1946 she sweated out a week of 
watching for the XB-36 to fly 
with her husband on board—but 
found herself in the hospital with 
a new baby on the day it really 
flew! 

In addition to relatives and 
Convair folk off duty at the time, 
the take-off was watched by 
many curious visitors. License 
numbers indicated watchers from 
Maine, Ohio, Arizona, Washing¬ 
ton, Colorado, South Carolina, 
Illinois, Indiana, Tennessee, Iowa, 
New Mexico. 


The improved Sperry Analyzer 
is now equipped with special 
circuits which enable the opera¬ 
tor to locate engine malfunction 
accurately and quickly, without 
removal of unnecessary engine 
parts. 

Bryden’s contribution to the 
success of the idea included a 
suggestion to encase the machine 
in a mobile unit so it could be 
moved easily from one ship to 
another. 

The modified machine makes it 
possible to check an additional 50 
functions. It formerly was limit¬ 
ed to comparatively few. 


Two New Depts. 
Created at FW 

Convair FW had two new de¬ 
partments and a new function for 
a third this month after a re¬ 
assignment of operations pre¬ 
viously performed in field opera¬ 
tions. 

T. W. McGuffee, superintend¬ 
ent of Field Operations, an¬ 
nounced that operations previous¬ 
ly handled in Dept. 61 (formerly 
Field Operations) now fall into 
these departments: 

Dept. 60 (flight preparations) : Res¬ 
ponsible for flight preparation prior to 
Convair flight and post flight cleanup 
of all flight discrepancies following these 
flights ; 

Dept. 61 (final acceptance) : Respon¬ 
sible for preparation of aircraft for 
Convair and Air Force final acceptance 
inspections; 

Dept. 62 (flight and delivery) : Res¬ 
ponsible for accomplishment of pre¬ 
flight operations prior to Air Force 
acceptance flights, post flight elzanup 
of flight discrepancies, and final de¬ 
livery of the airplane to the customer. 

W. L. Daniel becomes general fore¬ 
man of Dept. 60 with G. E. Nelson as 
assistant general foreman. 

Dept. 61 is headed by general foreman 
C. B. Nolan with H. W. Jenkins as 
assistant general foreman. 

G. E. Lewis takes over Dept. 62 as 
general foreman with W. H. Bourdier 
as assistant general foreman. 

M. W. Holley will continue as assist¬ 
ant superintendent of field operations. 


Brass Band Marks 
SD Club Campaign 

Surprise appearance of a brass 
band during nominations for offi¬ 
cers at a Convair SD Manage¬ 
ment Club meeting last week 
gave warning of spirited cam¬ 
paigning this year. 

The band was part of a cam¬ 
paign stunt for Roy Ashe who is 
seeking the presidency with the 
slogan, “Don’t be rash, vote for 
Ashe.” Opposing candidate for 
the position now held by J. M. 
Rogers is Harry Rote, current 
vice-president, who is campaign¬ 
ing under the catch line, “Vote 
right, vote Rote.” Balloting will 
not come until next month. 


August C. Esenwein, committee 
chairman, announced that the 
committee had voted for the 
$152,000 goal in the Con-Trib- 
Club plantwide campaign which 
opens on Thursday, May 8. 

Contributions planned are: 

American Cancer Society, 
$6,960.36. 

American Heart Association, 
$4,646.83. 

Community Chest, $58,969.1 7. 

Crippled Children's Society, 
$3,712.19. 

Crusade for Freedom $11,- 
875.54. 

March of Dimes. $12,785.15. 
Red Cross, $32,320.17. 

Tubercular Society, $6,630.59. 

Reserve for emergency and 
unforeseen developments, $14,- 
100 . 

Esenwein emphasized that the 
amounts are tentative at this 
time, and will not be made firm 
until the dates of the actual 
campaigns of the organizations 
concerned. 

“When we sign our payroll de¬ 
duction cards during the cam¬ 
paign beginning May 8,” Esen¬ 
wein explained, “we will be doing 
our part toward all these worthy 
organizations. 

“And we won’t have to have 
eight or more campaigns. We’ll 
sign once for all.” 

That’s the slogan of the cam¬ 
paign: “Sign Once For All.” 

Beginning May 8, supervision 
will solicit each employee in the 
plant for payroll deduction au¬ 
thorizations. 

Deductions will be at least 25 
cents on each of the second and 
fourth paychecks of each month 
for lower rated hourly employees. 
Hourly employees in higher rated 
jobs will be encouraged to con- 
continued on page 2) 


Seventy lucky Convair FW em¬ 
ployees will win 140 reserved 
seats for a Fort Worth Cat base¬ 
ball game in a drawing to be held 
Friday, April 25. 

“And that,” said Fred F. Fos¬ 
ter, Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion president, “is only the begin¬ 
ning. We’ll have 140 more free 
tickets for CRA members for 
each home game for the rest of 
the first half of the season.” 

The first drawing will be held 
during factory lunch period in the 
50-foot aisle where CRA lunch¬ 
time movies are shown. Names 
of all first shift Convair and Air 
Force personnel on duty at Con¬ 
vair will be placed in a barrel, 
and the lucky winners’ nam^s 
drawn at random from the barrel. 

A similar drawing will be held 
for second and third shift person¬ 
nel. Week night tickets will go 
to first shift personnel; weekend 


Auto License 
Survey Begun 

A plant-wide survey to obtain 
1952 license numbers of all auto¬ 
mobiles using Convair FW park¬ 
ing lots was announced this week 
by G. D. Higgins Jr., manager of 
Industrial Security. 

Timekeepers will distribute 
tabulating cards on Tuesday, 
April 29, according to R. P. 
Curry, timekeeper supervisor. 

Employees are asked to write 
in the information requested on 
the cards and to return the cards 
immediately to the timekeepers. 

Purpose of the survey, Higgins 
explained, is to bring up to date 
Convair’s files on which wind¬ 
shield decal numbers are assign¬ 
ed to which automobiles. Chang¬ 
ing from 1951 to 1952 licenses 
made present files obsolete. 

The Convair decals are re¬ 
quired as a security measure on 
windshields of all automobiles 
entering Convair parking lots. 

tavair Folk Bid 
fo Atom Exhibit 

A special invitation for Con¬ 
vair FW employees to view the 
“Alert America” atomic energy 
exhibit which closes tonight 
(April 23) came this week from 
R, E. Dysart, Fort Worth’s city 
co-ordinator of Civil Defense. 

In a letter to Division Manager 
August C. Esenwein, Dysart said 
in part: 

“We hope that many Convair 
folks will take part, because this 
information would be of value to 
them in the event Fort Worth or 
Fort Worth division were at¬ 
tacked.” 

The exhibit will be open until 
9 p.m. tonight. It is located in 
the poultry building on Crestline 
Rd. behind Will Rogers Coliseum. 


tickets to second and third shift 
personnel. 

Names of winning employees 
will be posted on bulletin boards 
and in the CRA office. Winners 
may pick up their tickets at the 
CRA office. Each lucky employee 
will receive two tickets. 

“This is sort of an extra divi¬ 
dend to help spread some of 
CRA’s benefits among employee 
families who otherwise may not 
participate in CRA activities,” 
explained H. Pennington, CRA 
plantwide recreation committee 
chairman. 

In addition to the free tickets, 
CRA also has a limited number 
of reserved seat tickets for sale. 
Regular $1.25 tickets are offered 
on a first-come-first-served basis 
for only 75 cents. 

Drawings for the free tickets 
will be held in the 50-foot aisle 
during factory lunch period on 
these dates: April 25, May 2, 
May 9, May 23 and May 29. 



BRAIN-CHILD—Electronics specialists L. R. Parvin. R. G. Bryden 
and L. E. Johnson (left to right) look over their "brain-child" which 
saves company 77,000 man hours and nearly $I20 ; 000 annually. 


Two Divide $1,575, Record 
FW Suggestion Award 


CRA Will Give Away Ball Tickets 
as 'Extra Dividend' for FW Folk 
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SELECT GROUP—These 89 women of FW Division recently 
were honored by Convair and CRA with banquet at Hotel Texas 


marking their tenth years as Convair employees. Guest of honor 
was August C. Esenwein, division manager. 


Ay Sook Cut fie J 


Employee Suggestion Awards Paid at FW 
Last Year Are Double Total for 1950 


Firms Bid For 
FW Employees 

Through joint efforts on the 
part of Convair FW, the Texas 
Employment Commission and 
other industries in the FW area, 
some 86 employees affected by a 
recent layoff at the FW Division 
lost no time stepping into other 
jobs. 

An increase in productivity 
which brought about the highest 
realization in history for several 
direct departments was cited as 
the primary reason for the lay¬ 
off. 

As the men completed brief 
termination procedures at the 
Convair FW employment office, 
they immediately were interview¬ 
ed by TEC representatives for 
referral to other companies. 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Fifteen-year pin: Dept. 6, O. W. 
Moerschel. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 3, D. I. McKee. 
Dept. 4, N. D. Chenault, C. R. Schuler, 
J. H. Seago, J. W. Gaskins, W. F. 
Sides. Dept. 6, K. O’Brien Jr., L. A. 
McWhorter. Dept. 7, J. B. Seaberry, H. 
Flower, H. H. Fox Jr. Dept. 9, L. E. 
Eustace. Dept. 11, G. M. Stepp, J. L. 
Cotton. Dept. 14, V. L. Morris. Dept. 
20, W. R. Neal, J. E. Bloomer, M. L. 
Mayo. 

Dept. 22, W. D. M. Simmons Jr., J. 
M. Winford, J. L. Lucas, E. A. Oxford, 

D. J. Gorman Jr., R. T. Shelton. Dept. 
24, J. M. Cudd, D. Bell, J. E. Massie, 
F. C. Pipes, S. W. Williams. Dept. 25, 

E. L. Gotcher, E. P. Bode. Dept. 27, A. 
D. Davis, R. N. Culberth, D. H. Curlee. 
Dept. 31, R. C. Bilbo, D. O. Burch, M. 
M. Perkins. Dept. 44, C. C. Earle, L. 
A. Orriell, J. M. McManus. 




D. B. Kelty 
(Dept. 24) left 
above, R. L. Mc- 
Creight (Dept. 
6), above, and 
M. R. Jackson, 
assistant chief 
inspection, 
left, recently 
received their 
15-year service 
pins at FW. 


Dept. 45, I. S. Bland, E. S. Box. 
Dept. 46, E. L. Mitchell, W. O. Penick. 
Dept. 48, L. O. Williams. Dept. 50, C. W. 
Burks Jr., W. A. Dunlap, S. A. Dwight, 

F. A. Tomlinson. Dept. 61, J. L. Brow¬ 
der, W. R. Brown, C. D. Hasty, C. R. 
Howell, W. C. Inman, E. L. Johnson, 

G. W. Johnston, F. M. Metcalf, G. F. 
Nobles, R. W. Waits. 

Dept. 64, W. C. Argabright Jr., G. B., 
Holt, L. B. Lockaby, E. L. Milson, L. 
Myers, C. F. West. Dept. 65, E. F. 

Farris, J. H. Fewell, R. H. Mason, M. 

C. Paulk, O. Story. Dept. 81, R. M. 

Bowden, M. E. Caraway, H. T. Hall¬ 
mark, H. B. Hankins, J. D. Hawkins, 
L. A. Hinklefy, G. S. Jackson, H. O. 
Kenny, J. E. Kermode, W. N. Morris, 

E. H. Narramore, H. M. Ruby, N. L. 
Wallace, W. E. Wiley. Dept. 82, C. H. 
Berry, R. T. Leith, R. D. McEntire. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 4, R. M. Kneifl. 
Dept. 27, E. H. Henderson. Dept. 30, 

H. A. Cuddy. Dept. 31, C. S. Thomas. 
Dept. 46, O. B. Garner. Dept. 48, W. J. 
Brumbalow. Dept. 50, J. L. Mikeworth. 
Dept. 65, T. L. Moore. Dept. 76, C. 
Veal. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

BRUMMETT—Son, Gregory Paul, 8 
lb. 4 oz., born April 12 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Jesse J. Brummett, Dept. 31. 

COUCH—Daughter, Cheryl Lynn, 6 
lb. 8% oz., born April 4 to Mr. and Mrs. 
G. W. Couch, Dept. 31. 

GAYLER—Daughter, Marilyn Joy, 7 
lb. 4% oz., born March 31 to Mr. and 
Mrs. W. A. Gayler, Dept. 4. 


Early Ice Arrivals 
Will Get in Free 

Convair San Diego Ice Skating 
Club members and their guests 
will enjoy a skating party at 
Glacier Garden tomorrow night, 
April 24. 

Skating starts promptly at 
6:30 p.m. There will be games 
and prizes for kids and adults in 
addition to professional skating 
instruction period. 

There is no admission charge 
for those who arrive before 7:30 
p.m. Regular adult and children 
admission prevails after that 
time. 
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Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Newly announced promotions to and 
within supervision, professional and ad¬ 
ministrative positions include: 

Dept. 4, Material: To material control 
supervisor, J. O. Morrow, G. F. Walker 
Jr. To material control assistant super¬ 
visor, H. W. Thompson, S. G. Matthews, 
G. W. Mason. To material control 
assistant general supervisor, S. L. 
Coontz, F. L. Shuter. To material 
liaison man, W. E. Strother. To re¬ 
ceiving and stores foreman, R. M. 
Kneifel. To receiving and stores assist¬ 
ant foreman, J. E. McNutt. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To flight test 
engineer senior, W. S. Lieberman, D. 
W. Milburn. To test engineer, I. V. 
Garrison Jr. To aerophysics group en¬ 
gineer, C. L. Seacord Jr. To test 
engineer senior, A. D. D’ascenzo. To 
field engineer senior, H. D. Olsen. To 
chemist senior, P. T. Scott. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: To analyst, W. P. 
Thorp Jr. 

Dept. 26, Subcontracts: To buyer, B. 
J. Johnson. 

Dept. 75, Electronics: To foreman, J. 

F. Mahsbacker, M. M. Jackson. To 
assistant foreman, J. R. Andrews, H. L. 
Watson, H. F. Allen, B. H. Loveless. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

C. Gardner, Dept. 50, wishes to thank 
friends and co-workers at Convair FW 
for their donations of blood and a cash 
gift to his wife during her hospitaliza¬ 
tion. 

The O. R. Watkins family (Dept. 44) 
wishes to thank each and every on » who 
gave so generously during their recent 
misfortune. 

C. A. Grandstaff, Dept. 22 Second 
Shift, wishes to thank co-workers for 
help during his wife’s illness. Thanks 
go especially to T. D. Ritchey and O. L. 
Higgs, stock clerks. 

Mrs. Ben Maxwell, Dept. 6, expresses 
her appreciation for the assistance which 
she received during her husband’s ill¬ 
ness. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following employees have received 
employee suggestion awards totaling 
$721.15 for the period ending April 11, 
1952: 

Dept. 12, Flight: L. R. Parvin, L. E. 
Johnson. 

Dept. 27, Inspection: Ii. C. Melton, 
R. J. Yandell. 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: H. L. Dolan. 
Dept. 31, Metal Forming: J. W. 
Bryan. 

Dept. 43: Bomb Bay: J. B. Baker, R. 

L. Brown. 

Dept. 44, Nose & Tail: B. O. Vaughn. 
Dept. 46, Mating & Wing Compon¬ 
ents: C. V. Rightmer. 

Dept. 47: Outer Wing & Engines: T. 

M. Jones. 

Dept. 73, Electric Bench: B. L. Stev¬ 
ens. 

Dept. 74, Finishing: N. M. Rich. 
Dept. 76, Armament: O. Fowler. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room & Fixtures: E. 
E. Beeman, W. L. Mowrey. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

HANDLEY—Paul G. Meacham, 6209 
Meadowbrook Drive. Phone LA-1072 or 
ext. 4180. Shift, 8 to 4:45 p.m. 

South Side—B. J. Paschal, 3145 James 
Street. Telephone WI-9032 or Ext. 3271. 
Shift 7 to 3:45 p.m. (Work in experi¬ 
mental building.) 

Number Please? 

For convenience of FW 
employees, the following tel¬ 
ephone extensions of vari- 
our Employee Service desks 
are listed: 

Child Care Ext. 4250 

CRA Center PE-0191 

Lost & Found Ext. 4250 
CRA Office Ext. 5141 

Group Ins. Ext. 4253 

Housing Ext. 4278 

Rider-Driver Ext. 4278 
Selective Service desk (in 
employment section): Ext. 
4284. 


Cost-conscious employees at 
Convair FW in 1951 earned Em¬ 
ployee Suggestion awards nearly 
double the amount of that in 
1950, according to figures re¬ 
leased this week by Industrial 
Engineering’s Cost Reduction Sec¬ 
tion. 

Employee Suggestions and 
awards, Cost Improvement ideas 
and savings realized from both 
zoomed to new highs during 1951, 
the figures showed. 

A grand total of $9,923 was 
paid out by Convair FW last year 
on suggestions, compared with 
$5,059 during the previous year. 
The 1951 total represents rewards 
presented on 12.68 per cent of 
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approvals on 2,587 suggestions in 
1950. 

Figures were equally impres¬ 
sive under the cost improvement 
plan. Out of a total of 1,689 
ideas submitted in 1951, 362—or 
21.45 per cent—were approved. 

In 1950, cost improvement 
ideas received totaled 706, with 
78—or 11.04 per cent of the total 
—approved. 

Total savings resulting from 
both the Cost Improvement Plan 
and Employee Suggestions Plan 
were $2,284,161—m ore than 
double the savings in 1950. 


HI HO SILVER—Paul Pearson, newly elected president of Con¬ 
vair Recreation Association at San Diego, offers invitation to all 
to attend annual Gymkhana and Horse Show May 4. If his expres¬ 
sion is not as cordial as usual, it's because that hurricane deck is no 
platform for a speech. 


Budget Outlined 
For ‘Con-Trib-Club’ 

(Continued from page 1) 
tribute larger amounts according 
to their ability to pay. 

Minimum deductions for flat 
salary personnel will be 35 cents 
on each paycheck. Higher salaried 
personnel will be encouraged to 
contribute larger amounts ac¬ 
cording to their ability to pay. 

Departmental quotas will be 
established for the campaign. 
Quotas, too, will be according to 
the ability of employees to con¬ 
tribute, since they are based 
strictly on the dollar value of 
the payroll of each department. 


Six companies were in the bid¬ 
ding for first claim to the Con¬ 
vair employees, according to F. F. 
Gignilliat, employment super¬ 
visor. 

These included Chance Vought, 
Carswell AFB, Marine Aircraft, 
Bell Aircraft, Convair SD and a 
local business firm. 

“Everyone who wanted a job 
was given a job referral to one 
of these six organizations,” Gig¬ 
nilliat said. Of the 86 men ter¬ 
minating, 77 were interviewed for 
other jobs, three were absent and 
six were not interested at this 
time, he added. 

In order to save the men time 
away from work, three TEC rep¬ 
resentatives conducted the inter¬ 
views at the Convair FW employ¬ 
ment office. By using a short 
registration form, the interviews 
were completed in record time, 
averaging only three minutes 
each. 


Vacation Planning 
Service Sets Off to 
Good Start at FW 

Response to the vacation plan¬ 
ning service recently set up by 
the Employee Service section at 
Convair FW has been very enthu¬ 
siastic, according to Roy Jarl, 
who is in charge of the program. 

“With summer only a few 
weeks off, employees are hurry¬ 
ing to make plans for vacations,” 
Jarl said. A few cruises and ex¬ 
tended trips are being planned, 
but the majority of vacation- 
minded employees want informa¬ 
tion on automobile trips, he 
added. 

Employees were reminded that 
the service is entirely free. Ex¬ 
pert advice is given by profes¬ 
sional travel agents representing 
local firms. 

These representatives will be 
on hand from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
every Tuesday and Wednesday at 
the Employee Activities office as 
long as there is a demand for 
their service. The office is lo¬ 
cated in ,the south end of the 
administration building. 
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FAR AWAY PLACES—Juanita Spencer, left, and Neva McClain 
stop by vacation planning desk in employee activities office at 
Convair FW to talk over possible trip with travel representative 
Carroll Hinners. Desk will be open to employees from I I a.m. 
until I p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday of each week. 



































April 23, 1952 


CONVAIRIETY 


Page 3 



RECORD MAKERS—These first and second shift employees of 
Dept. 60 at Convair FW set new all-time record for quick engine 
change recently. Shown are C, M. Terry, C. L. Adams, B. K. Gibson, R. J. 
Hightower, E. J. Wade, J. M. Rafferty, H. B. Ivey, J. H. Smith, J. D. Edmonds, 
J. R. England, L. A. Walker, J. D. Forisha, W. C. Arnett, C. W. Bridges, R. L. 
Jones, M. L. Duncan, S. C. Spears, R. H. Lewis, C. L. Byron, B. R. Hatch, W. P. 
Wiethorn, P. J. Urevic, T. L. Patrick. 


Engine Crews 
Despite Rain 

March 31 had all the prospects 
of being a dismal day for Con¬ 
vair FW employees in Dept. 60 
(Flight Preparations) as they be¬ 
gan the task of a 21-point engine 
change. Broken records were the 
last thing in mind. 

Rain peppered the flight line 
along Grant’s Lane and a chill 
wind made outside working no 
better as Foreman C. M. Terry 
assigned Assistant Foreman J. H. 
Smith and his crew. 

But just slightly over 14 
hours later, the dismal day had 
turned into a “bright” one and 
an all-time record for 21-point 
changes had been set! 

(Under normal working con- 
itions, a 21-point change re¬ 
quires from 20 to 25 hours.) 

Rain forced the crew to cover 
each part of the big engine as it 
was taken off the B-36. The cold 
made hands unsteady with chilled 
tools. 

By the time the lunch period 
rolled around, however, crew 
members noted they were making 
unusual progress. The pace step¬ 
ped up even faster. 


Set Record 
and Cold 

“I don’t think anyone even con¬ 
sidered a record,” Smith recalls. 
“We were just working along 
steadily and glad to see the job 
progressing so well.” 

When the 3:45 whistle signaled 
the end of the day for the first 
shift crew, they discovered about 
80 per cent of the work was 
complete! 

Foreman G. C. Edmondson as¬ 
signed the second shift crew 
working under M. L. Duncan, 
assistant foreman, to complete 
the operation. They finished the 
job and logged it complete in 
slightly over 14 hours. 

“We didn’t assign any new men 
or make changes in the two 
crews. It was just a case of good 
men doing an excellent job,” said 
W. L. Daniel, flight preparation 
general foreman. 

“The fact the crew shaved 
better than six hours from the 
required time was very commend¬ 
able. To do the job with the 
regular crew and under adverse 
conditions was even more com¬ 
mendable. It was a wonderful 
job,” says R. W. McGuffee, Field 
Operations superintendent. 


New Aircraft Tow Truck 
Turns Out 'Double Ender' 


A new tow truck at Convair 
Fort Worth this week was raising 
the question: Is it coming or 
going ? 

Windshields, complete with 
wipers, on both ends of the tow 
truck, and seats facing out, lend 
an air of mystery as to the move¬ 
ment of the new piece of ma¬ 
chinery. 

A more practiced eye might 
spot the 150-horsepower engine 
housing on one end and towing 
connections, a winch and other 
machinery on the other to deter¬ 
mine the usual direction of move¬ 
ment. 

“The seats facing in the oppo¬ 
site direction offer clear vision 


in all directions,” says R. A. 
Gardner, traffic dispatch fore¬ 
man. 

“Workers can see where they 
are going and at the same time 
maintain a constant vigil on the 
aircraft being towed.” 

Equipped with a positive drive, 
the tractor is capable of getting 
out of mud or other mire when 
three wheels are immobile or 
spinning. The fourth wheel can 
provide sufficient traction to pull 
the tractor out. 

Hydraulic booster steering on 
the tow truck allows all four 
wheels to be turned for a quicker 
response to change of direction. 

The truck can handle gross 
weights up to 400,000 pounds. 



WHICH 'A WAY—Folks at Convair FW did a quick double 
take recently to determine just which direction this new B-36 tow 
car is going. Extra door and windshield give it illusion of going 
both ways at once. 


SD Engineers 'Brain Child' Wins Acclaim as 
Scientific Progress Catches up With it 


Born before its time and overlooked for awhile as a consequence, 
an electronic brain child known as the Charactron, conceived and 
developed by J. T. McNaney, Convair senior electronics engineer, 
is coming into its own. 

Big business, colleges and 
government agencies this week 
were inquiring about it with in¬ 
tense interest, some a little fever¬ 
ishly. Its applications as a high 
speed printer and viewer are 
wide. So are the possibilities for 
military use. 


like an overgrown radio tube- 
makes it possible to transmit and 
receive a vast amount of infor¬ 
mation in the twinkling of an eye. 

For McNaney, it is a personal 
triumph climaxing about 15 years 
of development. For much of 
that time he was the only one 
with faith in his “child.” 


The Charactron—which looks 


Monsees Appointed 
Purchasing Agent of 
San Diego Division 

Fulton Monsees this month was 
named purchasing agent for Con¬ 
vair San Diego. 

H. N. May, chief of materials, 
announced that Monsees succeeds 
J. C. Buchan who has been named 
supervisor of material control at 
San Diego. 



Monsees, who joined Convair 
last October, 
will have charge 
o f purchasing 
materials and 
supplies and 
equipment for 
the Convair- 
Liner 340, the 
T - 2 9 trainer, 
the R3Y flying 
boat and the 
B-36 moderni¬ 
zation program 
at San Diego. 

Prior to joining Convair Mon¬ 
sees was assistant director of 
procurement for Electric Wheel 
Co. at Quincy, Ill. A University 
of Missouri graduate in 1932, 
Monsees has been in advertising 
and purchasing activities in Mis¬ 
souri and Oklahoma and from 
1941 to 1950 was assistant secre¬ 
tary and director of purchasing 
for Standard Steel Works, Kan¬ 
sas City, Mo. 


MONSEES 


An inventor with some pre¬ 
vious success, McNaney started 
out toward the Charactron with 
no more than a dissatisfaction 
with the comparatively slow 
speed of the teletype. That was 
back in the late thirties. Four 
years later he patented the idea 
that had developed in the mean¬ 
time. But he was ahead of the 
parade. Modern life hadn’t caught 
up to him. Business firms 
couldn’t see a practical applica¬ 
tion. In 1946 he joined Convair 
and although the company was 
interested and the Convair Patent 
Office went over the Charactron 
carefully, there appeared to be 
no immediate application. Illness 
in the family took McNaney to 
the east coast and it wasn’t until 
1950 that “two and two” began 
to fit together. 

A classified project on which 
Convair was working appeared 
to be a possibility. Convair called 
McNaney back. The company ob¬ 
tained licensing rights. 

Last month McNaney spoke be¬ 
fore the Institute of Radio Engi¬ 
neers in New York and Convair 
SD featured the Charactron in an 
electronics exhibit there. Convair 
news releases caught hold in the 
national press. Last week in¬ 
quiries hit flood stage. Part of 
the New York exhibit was resur¬ 
rected and set up in Building 19 
for representatives of companies 
interested in different applica¬ 
tions. 

Possibilities of the idea appear 
manifold. Largest field seems to 



IN A TWINKLE — With help of Charactron tube, high speed 
printer can receive (by radio or wire) and churn out written material 
at rate of 20 inches a second. Shown is simplified version of how 
tube can be combined with dry printing equipment. 



THIS IS IT—J. T. McNaney 
holds Charactron special purpose 
cathode-ray tube which can work 
miracles. 

be as an automatic filing system; 
but a big future also is seen in 
printing address labels that are 
subject to constant change from 
day to day. 

For example, many companies 
—such as insurance firms—main¬ 
tain tremendous filing systems on 
thousands of individuals. With 
the use of the Charactron, plus 
supplementary equipment, all 
that vast data (in code) could be 
reduced to magnetic tape. With 
the tape moving endlessly at high 
speed, operators in a few sec¬ 
onds could refer to any item at 
will. The item would be repro¬ 
duced on the Charactron’s 
“screen,” appearing much as an 
image on television. 

“By using either telephone or 
radio, that same image could be 
reproduced thousands of miles 
away,” McNaney said. “A branch 
office in a matter of minutes 
could refer to any item in the 
head office files.” 

Deep water develops quickly in 
any layman’s explanation of how 
it works. The principle, however, 
involves an electronic gun that 
bombards a copper plate. The 
plate is perforated with tiny 
holes shaped like characters of 
the alphabet and numerals. The 
electronic “spray” that emerges 
brings the desired image on the 
screen. This can either be viewed 
with the eye or, by means of a 
dry printing process, can be turn¬ 
ed into reproductions on paper at 
a rate of 20 inches a second. 
That’s about a mile of written 
material in an hour! 

Thus far there has been no 
complete prototype built, but Con¬ 
vair is considering the best adap¬ 
tations before proceeding. 

“Speed is the important ad¬ 
vance that the Charactron makes 
possible,” McNaney said. “The 
tube can absorb 10,000 charac¬ 
ters a second. By radio or wire, 
a message of hundreds of words 
can flash in an instant. In a 
military sense, this would make 
interception impossible.” 


Convair FW Turns up 
Another Art Winner 

Some people have a way of hid¬ 
ing their lights under the prover¬ 
bial bushel. So it was in the 
recent Fort Worth Art Associa¬ 
tion’s annual show in which Jack 
Boynton of Convair FW took first 
place prize for an oil painting. 

Convairiety learned this week 
of a second blue ribbon winner, 
Muriel Francis, whose husband is 
a Convair electrician, H. W. 
Francis (Dept. 44 FW). 

Mrs. Francis took a first for 
her ink drawing of “Big Bend,” 
a “15-minute sketch made in 
Texas National Park.” 

She teaches art and makes 
frames in her shop studio at 1910 
Sixth Avenue, has been listed in 
“Who’s Who in American Art” 
since 1940. 





Make a date to attend CRA 
Garden Club’s Annual Spring 
Rose Show, April 27, at Balboa 
Park. 


SURPRISE!—J. T. McNaney, Convair engineer and father of 
Charactron, has found a way to have his invention and eat it too, 
thanks to his wife. At surprise birthday party recently attended by 
number of Convair friends, Mrs. McNaney, snown above, presented 
him with cake which carried Charactron in icing! 
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BARRELS OF BLOOMS—Mrs. J. J. Kenneally (Dept. 9 SD) snips 
a few roses for entry in CRA Garden Club show this weekend at 
San Diego. Her garden is one of largest in city. Carting out unused 
flowers every year is four-wheelbarrow-load job. 

Rose Grower's 400 Bushes Include 
First She Bought 25 Years Ago 


Blooms from one of the largest 
—as well as one of the best— 
rose gardens in San Diego will be 
among the entries at the coming 
CRA Rose Show this weekend. 

It is the garden of Mrs. J. J. 
Kenneally (Dept. 9 SD) who 
started it 25 years ago in almost 
the same location. The present 
garden is adjacent to her new 
home, 2260 Catalina Boulevard, 
Point Loma. 

“I still have the three bushes 
with which I started,” she re¬ 
called this week. “And they are 
still blooming!” 

(Rose bushes have a life ex¬ 
pectancy of about 35 years.) 

“So many people ask me exact¬ 
ly how many bushes I have that 
some day I must count them! 
There are about 400, however, 
and 125 varieties.” 


Taking care of the garden 
amounts to an eight hour week, 
in spite of many time-saving de¬ 
vices. She waters underground 
via tile pipes which also serve 
to carry liquid fertilizer. She pre¬ 
fers this system to overhead 
watering as offering less chance 
of damaging the blossoms. 

Mrs. Kenneally can’t begin to 
estimate the number of flowers 
she picks every year. It’s in the 
thousands. She sends many to 
hospitals and decorates churches 
for weddings and services. Even 
so, there are many left that 
bloom on the bushes. 

“I try and clip them before the 
petals separate and fall,” she 
said. “These amount to about 
four wheelbarrow loads every 
year!” 


Chance Entry 
Wins Contest 

A trip to Oceanside recently to 
watch a friend compete in an 
amateur contest had a surprise 
ending for Dorothy Kassmann, 
Dept. 250 SD, second shift, and 
her husband, Charles Kassmann, 
Dept. 25. 

“When we entered the lobby of 
the theatre with our four-year- 
old, Charlene May, a gentleman 
stepped up and asked if we didn’t 
want to enter her in the ‘Miss 
Sunbeam’ contest,” Mrs. Kass¬ 
mann recalled. “We hadn’t heard 
anything about the contest but 
we entered her anyway and she 
won!” 

Charlene was awarded a gold 
cup. 

Contests will be held through¬ 
out San Diego County until June 
in an effort to find a blue-eyed 
blonde girl, between the ages of 
three and 10 years, who most 
nearly duplicates the picture 
shown on Sunbeam bread wrap¬ 
pers. 


LATE ENTRY—Charlene May 
Kassmann, Convair SD daughter, 
entered late but won anyhow. 


BACK STAGE—Behind footlights of CRA Playhouse where FW’s Wing and Masque Players hold 
forth it isn't all glamor. At left Dave Halsey (Dept. 7) adjusts spotlight. Center shows Pauline Sand- 
len (Dept. 4-3), in painstaking job of make-up. At right Bill Rogers (Dept. 52) doubles as carpenter. 


GADGETS GALORE—Esther Baumann discovers use of gadgets 
such as light meter. Sharing her enthusiasm for photography is her 
Swiss-born husband, Harry, a Convair FW engineer. 

Yodel vs. Be-bop 


Swiss Engineer Brings to U.S. 
Love For Alps But Not Cheese 


When it comes to cheese, 
Harry Baumann is one Swiss who 
prefers hamburgers! And as for 
yodeling, he’ll take Beethoven or 
be-bop any day. 

But given his choice of sur¬ 
roundings, this handsome 29-year- 
old native of Switzerland admits 
an unswerving love for rugged 
mountain country like his native 
alpine Switzerland. 

That’s because his favorite 
pastimes are skiing and mountain 
climbing. But none of these is 
as important as a career in avia¬ 
tion, Baumann believes. That’s 
why he left his homeland three 
years ago to come to the United 
States and why he now calls 
Texas “home. 

“When I was a boy,” he ex¬ 
plains with only a trace of accent, 
“I always dreamed of being an 
aeronautical engineer. Switzer¬ 
land offers very little along this 
line, so after I graduated from 
college I decided to come to this 
country.” 

When he stepped ashore in 
New York that December day in 
1948, Baumann was to discover 
many differences—and at the 
same time some similarities—be 
tween his adopted and his native 
countries. 

“The Swiss have a very high 
opinion of the United States,” 
he points out. “But every con¬ 
servative Swiss—like any con¬ 
servative E u r o p e a n—thinks 
Americans are a little bit nuts 
because of some of the things 
they do. 

“For instance, an American 


FW Players Group is Homeless no Longer 


After a year of growing pains 
—most of it as a “homeless 
orphan”—Convair FW’s CRA- 
sponsored Wing and Masque 
Players this season have matured 
into a lusty organization. 

It was slightly over a year ago 
that a small group of people 
interested in the little theatre 
movement held an organization 
meeting and petitioned CRA to 
sponsor a dramatic activity. 

Today the group has grown 
into a recreational activity that 
boasts well over 100 active mem¬ 
bers, a complete little theatre 
with equipment valued at over 
$7,000, a name well known in 
local dramatic circles and a 
means of supplying entertain¬ 
ment for an average of 2,000 
Convair people per month. 

Typical of the Players’ success 
is their most recent production 
of “The Hasty Heart,” which 
played to four packed houses. 

Behind the success of the latest 
production was a string of five 


shows. The first production, 
“Arsenic and Old Lace,” was pre¬ 
sented in a barn-like structure at 
Will Rogers Coliseum. The sec¬ 
ond, “Goodbye, My Fancy,” was 
staged in the auditorium of a 
local junior high school. At this 
time the Players rented an old 
store building and set about turn¬ 
ing it into a little theatre. Light¬ 
ing equipment arrived the day 
before the third production, “Mr. 
Barry’s Etchings,” was to be pre¬ 
sented. The thespians worked all 
night erecting the lights and 
risers and props. 

Since that time, the CRA Play¬ 
house at 2966 Park Hill Drive has 
become one of the best known 
little theatres in the Southwest. 

Ingenious members created a 
modern foyer, a lighted display 
front, dressing rooms, runways 
and installed the latest type of 
dimmers and sound equipment. 

Shows like “Love from a 
Stranger” and “Mr. Angel” fol¬ 
lowed. Currently two plays are 


being rehearsed for presentation. 
The dramatic “Joan of Lorraine” 
goes on stage tonight (April 23) 
for a four-night run. “John 
Loves Mary” is now being cast 
for a May 23-26 engagement. 

From the Players’ roster come 
all cast members, stage crews, 
construction workers, property 
handlers, ushers and publicity 


people. For each member of the 
cast that appears on stage, three 
or four are working behind the 
scenes. 

A list of five members who are 
qualified to direct shows of any 
type at colleges or little theatres 
provide ample talents for direc¬ 
tor’s jobs. 

To supplement off-season lulls, 


the Players hold classes in di¬ 
recting, stagecraft and acting. 

“We have no desire to grow 
into a rival for professional 
shows,” says E. Stanton Brown, 
CRA drama commissioner. “Our 
aim is to further little theatre 
work while offering recreational 
facilities to CRA members. 

“Anyone interested in any type 
of work is invited to attend the 
monthly meeting of the group 
on the second Thursday of each 
month. Everyone is invited to try 
out for parts or just come down 
and help us behind the scenes.” 

Bearing the brunt of the offi¬ 
cial duties of the activity are the 
following officers: president, 
A. B. Morris; vice-president, Beth 
Schwarz; recording secretary, 
Rose Nelson; corresponding sec¬ 
retary, Helen Rogers; executive 
director, Jerry Ratliff; technical 
director, Chris Litscher; business 
manager, Chet Rothacker; his¬ 
torian, Barbara Rothacker, and 
publicity, Lois Halsey. 


may go to an exclusive Swiss 
hotel wearing a loud Hawaiian 
print sport shirt while the Swiss 
would feel improperly dressed in 
anything but a tuxedo.” 

But Swiss like Americans very 
much,” he emphasizes. They 
think of the United States as “a 
big brother.” During the war, 
they found excuses for such “ac¬ 
cidents” as American bombs land¬ 
ing on Swiss territory. But if a 
German bomb fell on the tiny 
neutral country there was only 
bitterness. 

One of Baumann’s earliest am¬ 
bitions was to own a Chevrolet. 
And that wish soon came true 
after he reached the United 
States. 

“In Europe we had the idea 
that a Chevrolet was a car only 
for the rich people,” he recalls. 
“The middle class who could af¬ 
ford automobiles bought small 
European models. Only factory 
directors, department store man¬ 
agers and the like drove Ameri¬ 
can-made cars—usually a Chevro¬ 
let, Ford, Nash or Studebaker.” 

There were economic reasons, 
of course. In 1948, a Chevie 
sold in Switzerland for 18,000 
Swiss francs or roughly $4,250. 
A Swiss engineer at that time 
earned about 7,000 francs 
yearly. 

As soon as possible, Baumann 
and a fellow immigrant toured 
the U. S. in his 1940 Chevie. They 
made a five-week coast-to-coast 
trip for only $145, “including 
film, gas and night clubs,” he 
says proudly. They managed this 
by virtually living in the car all 
the while. 

“My main impression of the 
U. S. is that it’s a really amaz¬ 
ing country,” Baumann says. 

Like most educated Europeans, 
Baumann speaks several lang¬ 
uages. He began studying Eng¬ 
lish in prep school after earlier 
learning French. He also reads 
Italian and Dutch. His native 
language is Swiss-German. 

The Baumanns (his wife is a 
native of Philadelphia) have dis¬ 
covered mutual interests in 
photography, music and horse¬ 
back riding. Both are members 
of the CRA Camera Club. He’s 
also a radio enthusiast and in 
Switzerland spent hours listening 
to American stations on short 
wave. He believes it helped him 
acquire an “American accent” 1 
and adds, “I’ve never had trouble 
making myself understood except 
in North Carolina.” 

There’s one thing about Bau¬ 
mann that puzzles the average 
American. That’s his extreme 
dislike for cheese. 

“For six years while I was in 
the army I ate cheese every day 
of the week,” he explains. “I 
simply don’t care for it any 
more.” 
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Boy Vocalist's Big Chance Sends 
Him to Mike Singing Dad's Song 



FAMILY TEAM —New song, 
to be released sootr features a 
Convair father-son combination. 
Artie Glenn of Dept. 74 FW 
wrote it and his son, Derrell, 16, 
sang it for recording. 


FLIGHT TRAINING 
AT SD PRAISED 

Convair SD’s ground school and 
flight training program for the 
benefit of Convair-Liner model 
340 customers drew praise re¬ 
cently from R. V. Carleton, 
operations manager for Braniff- 
International. 

In a letter to P. H. Selby, Con¬ 
vair flight instructor, Carleton 
wrote: 

“I would like to express my 
appreciation for a very efficient 
flight training program and also 
for the fine spirit of cooperation 
exhibited by all the instructors 
and others. . . . 

“Your training program is far 
and away the best factory pro¬ 
gram I have seen thus far and 
believe me it is very important 
in the operation of new aircraft 
to any purchaser. I hope your 
company will be encouraged to 
continue this sort of thing as it 
will undoubtedly result in much 
better and safer operation of 
your aircraft. . . . ” 


A Convair FW father’s yen to 
see his 16-year-old son make a 
success in the world of music 
seemed destined this week to 
spread into a nation-wide affair 
before long. 

Artie Glenn, Dept. 74 at Fort 
Worth Division an old-timer in 
the world of music, has composed 
numerous songs and ditties with¬ 
out apparent success. His latest 
effort, however, “I Won’t Be 
Back Tonight,” has turned the 
tide. 

The Acuff-Rose Publishing Co. 
of Nashville, Tenn., liked the 
number and signed a contract to 
publish it. They originally plan¬ 
ned to use a name vocalist and a 
name band in recording the tune 
for MGM records. At Artie’s 
suggestion, however, Bob Wills, 
current king of western music, 
was obtained for the music and 
young Derrell Glenn, Artie’s son, 
sang the vocal. 

The master recording of the 
record was cut late in March and 
the record should hit music stores 
sometime this month, Glenn fig¬ 
ures. 

The Dept. 74 upholsterer has 
been interested in show business 
since he was 15. At that time he 
learned to play the guitar and 
still doubles on the guitar and 
string bass. 

He formed his own group and 
played for a number of years in 
Baton Rouge, La., under the 
name of the “Skyliners.” 

Young Glenn has been inter¬ 
ested in music since he was very 
small and has been encouraged 
by his father to take it up as a 
life’s work. During the day, he 
is just another student at Techni¬ 
cal High School, attending class, 
playing football and enjoying 
normal hobbies. But at home, he 
spends a lot of time singing and 
developing his musical talents. 
And it has paid off. 

Derrell has appeared as guest 
artist with such showmen as 
Hank Thompson, Sons of the Pio¬ 
neers, Tex Ritter, Bob Wills. 

Wills first met the youngster 
when he was conducting a talent 
search. Young Glenn won first 
place in the contest, a $100 de¬ 
fense bond and an opportunity to 
record with Wills. 

When Acuff-Rose Publishing 
Co. asked Wills to record Artie 
Glenn’s tune, that was the oppor¬ 
tunity Derrell wanted. He asked 
to sing the words of his dad’s 
number. 

Derrell may have competition 
soon from his own family. Larry, 
a five-year-old, is trying his best 
to follow in the footsteps of his 
father and brother. 


Child, Injured at Birth, Sent to Chicago Specialist 
Through Help of Father's Friends at Convair FW 


Convair FW personnel put an¬ 
other feather in their “Good 
Samaritan” cap this month by 
sponsoring a trip to Chicago so 
a five-year-old Convair son might 
receive expert medical attention. 

Michael Smith, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. T. Smith, suffered a 
brain injury at birth which for 
the past several months has 
wrought on convulsive attacks. 

In order to get a complete 
diagnosis of the child’s case, 


Smith’s co-workers in Dept. 65 
donated enough money to send 
Mrs. Smith and young Michael to 
a Chicago brain specialist, where 
a brain wave was made. Local 
doctors did not have the neces¬ 
sary equipment. 

“We deeply appreciate the 
help,” Mrs. Smith said. 

After trip expenses, enough 
money remained to set up a $100 
“baby fund” for Michael’s bene¬ 
fit, Mrs. Smith added. 





READY TO LAUNCH—Joe Szakacs of Convair SD Preliminary Design inspects underneath of 
novel type sailing cruiser he built with help of two sons shown peering, over deck. Craft rides waves 
on twin hulls, is expected to be very fast. Joe had to tear down part of building to get boat out¬ 
side for launching! 


Bride and Minister 
Both From Convair 

Convair FW folks really got 
into the act April 4 when June 
Haydon was married to Sgt. 
M. S. Jones of Carswell Air 


It’s a ‘Catamaran’ 


Boat of Novel Design Heralded 
as Fastest Craft Under Sail 


Force Base. 

The bride is an employee of 
Dept. 6-5 (service engineering). 

The minister who performed 
the ceremony was Rev. W. S. 
Fowler, also of Dept. 6-5. 

The nuptials were read in the 
home of Mrs. Gladys Hursh, a 
Dept. 6 worker. 

Clay Funk served as official 
photographer. He’s also from 
Dept. 6-5. 


A Convair SD designer this 
week expects to launch as novel 
a craft as ever broke the waters 
of San Diego Bay. 

It is a “catamaran,” a twin- 
hull sailboat patterned after na¬ 
tive Polynesian craft in the Pa¬ 
cific islands. It will resemble 
them only in basic design, how¬ 
ever, for this one has twin cabins, 
sleeps four, has galley and 
“head,” food and clothing lock¬ 


ers, water and fuel tanks and 
even a spot for an outboard 
auxiliary motor. 

The builder is Joe Szakacs of 
Preliminary Design who handled 
the job as a private venture for 
the owner, Dr. E. M. Hayes of 
Imperial Beach. Convair’s Dick 


Szakacs recently organized 
the “Twin Hull Yacht Club” 
made up mostly of Convair 
people who either own cata¬ 
marans or expect to acquire 
them. Club hopes to obtain a 
place at Mission Bay. 


Cross of Hydrodynamics worked 
out the design and Joe Jackson 
of Dynamics did the stress 
analysis. 

“The boat’s dimensions are 
34 feet long and 11 feet, three 
inches in beam,” Szakacs ex¬ 
plained. “It is all mahogany 
and plywood. The mast is 
aluminum, 37 feet long. The 
boom also is aluminum.” 

Closest craft in existence to 
this one is the Manukai of Hono¬ 
lulu, a 40 footer that unofficial 
reports have described as once 
reaching the almost unbelievable 
speed of 35 knots under sail. 

“We feel sure that our boat 
will be faster than the Manukai, 
though I can’t vouch for the lat¬ 
ter’s reported speed,” Szakacs 
added. 


A FULL GARAGE—Caroline and Tommy Mann (she is in Dept. 
4 at Convair FW) have more automobiles and airplanes than you 
can shake a stick at—all midgets. To keep peace in family, she 
specializes in tiny cars and he sticks to airplanes. 

'Auto Building' from Stutz to Ford 
Occupies Convair Girl at FW 


When it comes to cars, Caro¬ 
line R. Mann of Convair FW 
Dept. 4 can almost put one to¬ 
gether blindfolded. To date she’s 
worked on everything from a 
Stutz Bearcat to Henry Ford’s 
pride and joy, the Model T. 

But don’t get the wrong idea. 
Caroline is not to be mistaken 
for a leisure-hour “grease mon¬ 
key.” Her cars are diminutive 
plastic models which take only a 
few hours to build. 

Although she began her hobby 
only recently, Caroline already 
exhibits among her completed 
models a 1900 Packard, Model A 
Ford, Stutz Bearcat, 1903 Cadil¬ 
lac, Model T Ford, Stanley 
Steamr, 1917 Ford Coupe and a 
1913 Maxwell. 

The 19-year-old bride of three 
months began her hobby on a 
whim. 

“My husband and I were walk¬ 
ing by a sport shop and happened 
to see these plastic car kits. 

“It looked like fun so I bought 


one Since then we’ve bought 
several more—but my husband 
doesn’t help very much with put¬ 
ting them together. He’s too 
wrapped up in model airplanes.” 

Besides, model-craft, the Manns 
enjoy bowling and roller skating. 
Right now they’re looking for¬ 
ward to September, when they 
plan a trip to New York. Caro¬ 
line is a former WAC corporal. 


Convair SD Woman 
Interviewed on TV 

Selected from among the Con¬ 
vair thousands at San Diego as 
one of the most representative, 
Mrs. Elizabeth LaBarre of Dept. 
250 recently was a guest on 
KFMB-TV’s “University of the 
Air.” Conducted by Dr. Oscar 
Kaplan of San Diego State, Mrs. 
LaBarre was questioned on life 
at Convair (she is a veteran of 
eight years). “I love it!” she 
said. 


The building job, accomplished 
in a comparatively small building 
off Midway Drive in San Diego, 
took 16 months of Szakacs’ spare 
time plus the help of his two 
sons, Dick and Bob, of soap box 
derby fame. The basic design 
was far from unfamiliar to the 
builder, for he has built a dozen 
smaller craft of this type (Con- 
vairiety, March 29, 1950) in an¬ 
other private project, of which 
most have been sold. These were 
ten footers, suitable to sail or 
power. 

“The design is both very fast 
and very safe. It’s almost impos¬ 
sible to tip them over. And I 
feel sure that this one will be a 
dry sailor.” 

The twin hulls are virtually 
perpendicular on the outboard 
sides, but on the other sides slope 
inward. Amidships they meet in 
a graceful curve to form part 
of deck and cockpit. At the ex¬ 
treme bows the hulls taper al¬ 
most to a knife edge. 

Construction includes a number 
of features taken from aircraft 
practice. A cross-piece to which 
the jib is attached was once an 
L-13 airplane strut, obtained 
through Convair salvage. Szakacs 
says that to his knowledge this 
is the first catamaran ever built 
to be completely stress analyzed 
to aircraft standards. 
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Pearson Heads CRA 


Mode! Railroaders 


For SD Division 


to 'Roll' This Week 


REHEARSAL — Convair FW Wing and Masque players listen 
attentively as A. B. Morris, Dept. 22, explains action in "Joan of 
Lorraine," which opens tonight (April 23) at CRA Playhouse. Morris 
portrays director of troupe of actors in Maxwell Anderson's pla} 
"play within a play." 

New CRA Play Opens Tonight 
For Four Performance Run 


Dances Slated 
on May Dates 

At least four groups of Con¬ 
vair FW employees plan to dance 
away the hours within the next 
month at big dances sponsored 
jointly by supervisors and CRA, 
according to Ike Pemberton, CRA 
ballroom dancing commissioner. 

One of the biggest events of 
the year is scheduled for May 4 
at the Lake Worth Casino when 
Louis Armstrong brings his fa¬ 
mous band here for a dance for 
second shift folks. 

Production Control has set up 
a big hop for first shift people 
on May 16 at the Casino. 

Second shift employees in Pro¬ 
duction Control will take over the 
Lake Worth dance site on May 
25 for another dance. 

Inspection department has set 
up a big event tentatively for 
June 1 at the Casino, Pemberton 
says. 

Under the joint sponsorship of 
CRA and departmental super¬ 
visors, all dances are free to folks 
in the department staging the 
affair. 

Departments or sections inter¬ 
ested in staging dances with CRA 
help may obtain information and 
help in planning the event by 
calling Pemberton, ext. 6260. 


Name Band Booked 
For FW Club Dance 

The ladies take the stage at 
Convair FW May 17 when the 
FW Convair Management Club 
honors them in a special “Ladies 
Nite” celebration featuring a 
dance and a name band. 

Henry King and his orchestra, 
fresh from a lengthy stay at the 
fabulous Shamrock in Houston, 
has been booked for the occasion, 
according to W. D. Graham, pro¬ 
gram chairman. 

Tentative plans call for engag¬ 
ing the Lake Worth casino. The 
May meeting is a dance only. 


Close on the heels of their 
most successful dramatic produc¬ 
tion to date, the CRA Wing and 
Masque Players at Convair FW 
open their presentation of “Joan 
of Lorraine” tonight (April 23) 
at the CRA playhouse, 2966 Park 
Hill Dr. 

Lucille Love, Dept. 6, and A. B. 
Morris, Dept. 22, share the lead 
in the Broadway success that 
runs nightly through Saturday. 
Curtain time is 8:15 p.m. 


More than 300. Convair FW 
youngsters rollicked over the 
CRA Ranch, despite mud from 
recent rains, in search of 5,000 


“Joan of Lorraine” is a play within a 
play by Maxwell Anderson that weaves 
a dramatic pattern around the familiar 
Joan of Arc story and the meaning of 
faith today. 

Other cast members include J. J. 
Forney, Paul Heywood, Robert Attleeey 
and R. W. Lederer, of Dept. 6, Ben 
Johnson and Curtis Fritz, Dept. 8, Jean 
Harrison, Betty Treinen and Rose Nel¬ 
son, wives of Dept. 6 employees, Charles 
McLane, Dept. 27, Arthur Gilligan, Dept. 
4, R. L. Pownder, Dept. 10, Bill Gar¬ 
rett, Dept. 50, Billie Morris, wife of A. 
B. Morris, Dave Halsey, Dept. 7 and 
Don Anderson. 

E. W. Morris, Dept. 6, is the director 

Tickets are available at the CRA office 
or at the Playhouse for 50 cents and 25 
cents. 


candy eggs during a CRA-spon- 
sored Easter Egg hunt April 12. 

“Every child brought back at 
least a partially filled basket,” 
according to Jimmy Shackelford, 
CRA Riding and Roping commis¬ 
sioner, who supervised the day's 
activities. 

At least three children reported 
back with more than Easter 
Eggs, Shackelford added. Prize 
“finds” of a young cottontail 
rabbit, a horned toad, and a ter¬ 
rapin brought looks of envy for 
the lads who captured them! 

After arriving at the ranch, the 
children were taken by hayride 
wagons to various locations on 
the ranch for the hunt. I. L. 
Dowdy, Dept. 20, was in charge. 

Prizes for the youngest chil¬ 
dren present went to Kenneth 
Cook, 11 months old, and Bess 
Richards, 5 months. Herman 
Kirkpatrick received a special 
prize for having a birthday near¬ 
est Easter. He was 7 on April 12. 

E. L. Minch of Dept. 24 FW 
walked off with a prize for the 
adult who brought the most Con¬ 
vair children, five children, in¬ 
cluding two of his own. 

Other prizes went to parents 
with the most children under six 
years old. Winners were Rex 
Briant, Mrs. F. McKinney and 
Mrs. Jauther. 


CLASSIC CATS—These fern bowlers at Convair FW copped 
women's Classic League title in CRA competition. Team members 
are Opal Brever, Doris Cates, Mildred Sater, Oleta Edmondson and 
Wanda Minter. 


Easter Hunt Draws 300 Kids 
to Scramble For 5,000 Eggs 


AT A HIGH LOPE—Convair youngsters wasted no time in getting started when signal was given 
for egg hunt at CRA Ranch. They found most of 5,000 candy eggs. Not all went into baskets, 
however. Some were devoured on spot. 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Plant-wide tourna¬ 
ment, April 24 and 29, 7 to 10 p.m. at W. C. Stripling Jr. High gymnasium. End 
of current season. Play will resume in October. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 6260. Instruc¬ 
tion in South American dances, 3 to 5 p.m. each Sunday at CRA Recreation Center. 

BAND_J. S. Lewis, commissioner, ext. 5284 ; home phone, WI-4788. Rehearsal 

7-30 p.m. each Thursday, CRA Recreation Center, 3354 Lackland Rd. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL— Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 6210. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. Second shift, W. Doom, 

^BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meets 8 p.m. each Friday 
at CRA Recreation Center, 3354 Lackland Rd. ^ A . 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Regular meeting 8 p.m. 
April 28. Movie section meeting 8 p.m.. May 5. 

Second Shift Camera—J. D. Goodman, commissioner, ext. 6293. Print criti¬ 
cism and analysis, 10 a.m., April 28, CRA Recreation Center. .... 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—W. E. Cooper, commissioner, ext. 2192. 
Play now under way during lunch hours and rest periods. e . 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Group singing Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 11:20 to 11:45 a.m. at 50-foot aisle, Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. Stanton Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Production of three-act 
play, “Joan of Lorraine,” 8 p.m., April 23 through 26 at CRA Playhouse, 2966 
Park Hill Drive. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Quarterly fishing contest 
under way with prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel cat caught 
with rod and reel or cane pole and line. Register weight of fish with CRA 
office, ext. 5141. , 

FOLK DANCING—For information call ext. 5141. Dancing each second and 
fourth Tuesday, CRA Recreation Center, 3354 Lackland Road. Beginners, 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Advanced, 8:30 to 10 p.m. ,, 

GOLF_Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3216. Second shift, J. M. Thompson 

Jl * HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Plantwide horseshoe 

pitching during lunch hours. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Activity discontinued 

Unt LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 3188. Baseball tryouts 
and practice under way as follows: Arlington Heights—South High Mount school, 
R W. Kneifl, mgr., FO-3374 ; River Oaks—Castleberry school, H. N. Barber, mgr., 
MA-8i52 ; Ridglea and West Ridglea—Mary Louise Phillips playground, W. A. 
Gayler. mgr., SU-7060 ; White Settlement—ball diamond, A. W. Brockermeyer, 
mgr., PE-9494. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Tuesday during lunch period in 50-foot 
aisle. Serial each Thursday. _ i _ 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Theory class, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays. Shop practice, 7 p.m. Fridays. Both at CRA Recreation Center, 
3354 Lackland Road. , 

RIDING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Children s classes 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays, and 5 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. Adult classes 
11 a.m. Mondays, 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. All at CRA 
Ranch. Rental horses available every day except Monday to CRA members and 
their families. For evening classes contact Bill Wooten, ext. 3250. For day 
classes contact Mr. Patton at CRA Ranch. For trail and hayride reservations 
contact C. J. Hall at ext. 5141 or PE-0191. 

ROPING—Jimm'y Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Roping at 2:30 p.m. 
Sundays for all shifts; 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and Fridays. Second shift, 9:30 
a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. All at Circle R. Ranch. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. Second shift, J. B. 
Martin, ext. 5211. . . _ 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3260. Dancing every 
Monday, Northside Recreation Bldg., 18th & Harrington. Beginners 7 to 8 p.m., 
advanced 8 to 10 p.m. Saturday Night All-Shift Dance, May 24. 

STAMP & COIN CLUB -J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 3131. Next meeting 
7:45 p.m. May 6, CRA Recreation Center. Regular meetings first and third 
Tuesdays. 

TABLE TENNIS — Lucky Sawamura, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play during 
lunch hours at plant and at 7:30 p.m. Sundays at CRA Recreation Center, 3354 
Lackland Road. Second and third shift play at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays. 

TENNIS—Fred Brown, commissioner, ext. 2247. 

VOLLEYBALL—W. B. Roberson, commissioner, ext. 2127. First shift, 7 to 
9 p.m. each Wednesday, Ernest Parker gymnasium on South Jennings St. Second 
shift, 10 to 11:30 a.m. each Tuesday, Recreation building on Vickery Blvd. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Washer 
pitching under way during lunch hours. 


Three new officers took their 
places this month in Convair 
Recreation Association at San 
Diego. 

New president, succeeding 
Claude Bissell, is Paul Pearson, 
former head of the Riding Club. 
Vice-president is E. C. Generas, 
who heads Archery as a commis¬ 
sioner, and treasurer is J. D. Hay- 
man, Bowling commissioner. Re¬ 
elected was Grayce Fath, secre¬ 
tary. 


Model railroaders were getting 
ready to “roll” this week as an 
invitation went out for all per¬ 
sons interested to attend an or¬ 
ganizational meeting tomorrow 
(April 24). 

The meeting is set for 7:30 p.m. 
at the CRA Recreation Center, 
according to Glen Carter, who is 
helping organize along with Carl 
Dannenfelser. 

Facilities have been made 
available at the center for work 
benches and lockers for storing 
stock. A complete layout of track, 
model towns and scenery will be 
furnished by CRA. 


Convair Men to Call 
For Dance Festival 


Convair FW will be well repre¬ 
sented by “callers” at the Fifth 
Annual Square Dance Festival 
to be held May 17 at Will Rogers 
Coliseum. 

Among the 30 callers on the 
program will be Ross Carney, 
CRA Square Dance commissioner; 
Cal Moore, Dept. 3, and Lynn 
Harris, Dept. 27. The annual fes¬ 
tival is sponsored by the Fort 
Worth Recreation Department. 


'REEL' HAPPY—Fisherman L. 
D. Stokes of Dept. 30 was hap¬ 
piest man at Convair FW this 
month when he received five hp 
outboard motor for landing larg¬ 
est bass of year in CRA fishing 
contest. Here he turns attention 
from motor long enough to ex¬ 
amine rod, reel and line awarded 
for largest catch during quarterly 
contest. Stokes caught winning 
73y^-pound bass at Gaylord's 
lake Feb. 17 in 30 - degree 
weather. 


FW Five Wins ‘Best 
Class B’ Keg Crown 

The CRA bowling legions at 
Convair FW boasted another best 
this week—the best Class B 
team in the 21st Texas Bowling 
Association tournament concluded 
recently. 

George Symm, Sam Elliston, 
Bill Klabunde, Jim Dowell and 
Phil Genser rolled a 2,797 series 
to cop the crown at Dallas. 

CRA’s all-eventers posted a 
2,714 to take fifth place. 


CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest organization of new 
activities.) 
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City and Plant Softball 



PLAY BALL—CRA Bombers of Major City League take last minute rest in dugout at LaGrave 
Field before meeting Texas League Fort Worth Cats in exhibition game open to Convair FW em¬ 
ployees. 


Convair SD’s softball season 
began to develop on two fronts 
this week. 

In the plant division, 22 teams 
have signed up for day shift play 
and four are on the list for the 
second shift. CRA Commissioner 
Tony Berardini announced. 

In the city leagues, Commis¬ 
sioner Gil Crosthwaite announced 
hat he will enter two, possibly 
three, clubs and that pre-season 
tournaments will start in May. 


All rosters for Convajr SD 
plant league teams must be 
turned in to Pete Beyrer by 
May 1. Beyrer can be reached 
either at CRA Clubhouse or at 
Employee Service, Building 32. 


“We expect to form three 
leagues for plant players on the 
day shift,” Berardini said. “That 
means we need two more teams. 
Tomorrow we will have the final 
meetings of managers at the 
CRA Clubhouse, 2 o’clock for the 
second shift managers and 7 
o’clock for the first shifters. This 


CRA BOMBERS IN 
DOUBLE-HEADER 

The CRA Bombers of the 
Major City baseball league will 
team up with three other local 
teams April 27 to stage a 
doubleheader benefit hard ball 
game at LaGrave field. 

The Bombers will tangle with 
the Carswell Air Force base nine 
in the second game of the twin 
bill being staged by the Fort 
Worth Junior Chamber of Com- 
terce to raise money for its 
„ outh welfare fund. The Bomber 
game is scheduled for 3:30 p.m. 


Tickets are available at CRA 
office. 



But it said on the can, “FIT 
FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION.” 


will be the last chance to enter 
teams before we organize. 

“Four teams are not enough 
for a balanced league for the sec¬ 
ond shift, so we can use four 
more.” 

Plant league play, which will 
be scheduled under lights on city 
playgrounds, will start May 12 
with a pre-season tournament. 
Regular league play starts in 
early June. 

Meanwhile, about 35 turned out 
for first workouts for city league 
teams and Crosthwaite indicated 
that although he has some fine 
talent already he can use more. 

“If you can play fast ball, this 
is the spot for you,” he said. 
“Get in touch with me or with 
Pete Beyrer, ext. 1245. We are 
working out twice a week and 
the first tournament will start in 
May.” 

Ray Reinagle of Dept. 345, who 
is managing the CRA team for 
girl’s league play, said he has a 
fairly good line-up but also can 
use some more players. The girls 
are working out once a week now. 
Interested players can get details 
through Beyrer at ext. 1245. 


Convair * Expatriates’ 
Form Golf League 

Convair employees around the 
world keep up with sports re¬ 
gardless of their assignment, 
judging from a letter received 
by F. F. Foster, CRA golf com¬ 
missioner at Convair FW, this 
week. 

G. H. Craig, chief field service 
engineer at Fairchild Air Force 
Base, Wash., reported that 15 of 
the 23 Convair FW employees at 
Fairchild AFB have formed a 
golf league and meet each Mon¬ 
day at the Indian Canyon Golf 
Course in Spokane, Wash. 


Last of FW Bowling 
Leagues Wind Up 

Most CRA bowling leagues at 
Convair FW had wound up their 
winter competition this week and 
were looking forward to competi¬ 
tion in at least three summer 
leagues. 

The Hecklers copped first place 
in the Engineering league, with 
Schmatums second. 

Abra Cadabras boasted a sea¬ 
son team high with a 1,024, while 
Raphe Reade’s 259 was high in¬ 
dividual standing. 

Dark Horses hold the edge in 
the Material league as it prepares 
to close down. However, summer 
competition is being readied in 
this loop. 

McDonald Catering paced the 
Classic league to the wire. 


FW Table Tennis 
Leaders Named 

Appointment of 16 “group di¬ 
rectors” who will be in charge of 
activities for various Convair FW 
CRA table tennis groups was an¬ 
nounced this week by Lucky 
Sawamura, commissioner. 

In the future persons who wish 
to participate in this activity may 
contact any of the directors or 
the CRA office, ext. 5141, for 
information on location of tables 
and other details. 

Following is a list of directors 
and extensions where they may 
be reached: 

Group 1 : CRA Center, Lucky Sawa¬ 
mura, 5141 and A. C. Johnson, 6110 
(second shift). 

Group 2: south of boiler room, R. 
Hromcik, 3113, and L. A. Sandquist, 
2100. 

Group 3: column 8-N, John Rangel, 
3158. 

Group 4: column 17-A, L. N. New¬ 
man, 5190 and R. C. Chambers, 5190 
(second shift). 

Group 5: column 12-E whse. 3, H. S. 
Tucker, 2162. 

Group 6: column 23-L, M. D. Stevens, 
5174. 

Group 7: column 60-C mezz. E. M. 
Moore, 4118. 

Group 8: column 49-H, J. R. Collin, 
3202. 

Group 9 : column 77-D, Lydia Norman, 
4118 and W. E. Lambert, 3182 (second 
shift). 

Group 10: column 73-L mezz.. Jack 
Shaddy, 6136, and R. L| Turpin, 6136 
(second shift). 

Group 11: column 88-N, C. R. Zane- 
wych, 2264. 

Group 12: column 100-C, Gerald 
Combs, 2131. 

Group 13: column 153-C, E. F. Robe¬ 
son, 6230, and J. J. Klutts, 6230 (second 
shift). 

Group 14: hangar, Ray Owens, 6234. 

Group 15: column 48-J, A. C. John¬ 
son, 6110 (second shift). 

Group 16: column lloC whse, 2, M. 
Reid, 5211. 


Net 63 Takes Honors 
in 'Night' Golf Event 

F. E. Bennett, Dept. 31, and 
J. M. Thompson Jr., Dept. 28-1, 
turned in a neat 63 net at Fort 
Worth to cop first place in the 
opening CRA “midnight” golf 
league tournament of the season 
recently. The tournament was 
the season’s first for night shift 
employees. 

C. L. Dunham, Dept. 24-8, and 
E. L. Sprague, Dept. 62, were 
second with a net 64 and J. E. 
Topliff, Dept. 7, and J. T. Tyler, 
Dept. 4-4, took third with a 65. 
J. S. Waynick, Dept. 64, and J. J. 
Johnson, Dept. 31, took fourth 
with fifth going to H. L. Law¬ 
rence and K. G. Taylor of Depts. 
22 and 18. 


End of Sign-up For 
Golf Classes Near 

CRA members at Convair FW 
still have one week in which to 
sign up for beginning golf les¬ 
sons, F. F. Foster, golf commis¬ 
sioner, announced. 

The classes will be taught at 
Z Boaz golf course by Pro Doug 
Higgins after work hours. Entries 
close May 1. 


CYAC Entry Drops 
Hague Team 6 to 1 

Dixie Walker and Wendell 
Townley formed a perfect one- 
two combination to lead the 
CRA’s CVAC entry in the Major 
City softball league to a 6-1 vic¬ 
tory over Frank Hague last week. 

Walker hurled a three-hit game 
at the Hagues and Townley paced 
the CVAC batsmen with two four 
baggers. The Hague pitcher, 
Leonard Highnote, collected all 
three of the hits. 



Dept. 81 got off to a fast start 
in the Convair league by better¬ 
ing Dept. 76 in a close 6-5 game. 
Dept. 45 bunched hits to down 
Dept. 8 by 8-2. 

CRA’s entries in the American 
league found the going tough as 
they opened the season, Convair 
losing a 6-3 game to CWA-CIO 
and Jets dropping a tight 5-4 
game to Food Service. 


Jaderlund, Dewett 
Win Shooting Match 

Walt Jaderlund, Dept. 6 FW, 
and T. B. Dewett, Dept. 22, shot 
their way to first place trophies 
in the recent monthly firing 
matches held by the Fort Worth 
Rifle and Pistol Club. 

Jaderlund was top trigger man 
in the .22 caliber match, while 
Dewett won honors in the center 
fire pistol contest. W. L. Pat¬ 
rick, Dept. 27, held a close sec¬ 
ond place in the center fire 
match. 


Little League 
to See Action 

CRA youngsters take the sports 
spotlight at Convair FW next 
weekend when the first game of 
the season for Little League 
baseball is played at the league’s 
scaled-down park at CRA Ranch. 

Opening game pairings had not 
been made this week, but two of 
the four teams composing the 
Little League field will square 
off at 5:30 p.m., May 2, according 
to A. K. Lawley, Little League 
commissioner. 

League play will be held each 
Tuesday after the opening game 
through May and part of June. 
After public schools turn out for 
the summer months, play will be 
held at the same time on Tuesday 
and Friday each week. 

A mid-season all-star game pit¬ 
ting stars from the three teams 
who are trailing at the mid-point 
against the leading team is 
scheduled for play during the 
week of the July 4 holiday. 

Other all-star games with out¬ 
side teams are still in the plan¬ 
ning stages in addition to the 24 
league games scheduled for each 
team, Lawley says. 

Lawley is still interested in se¬ 
curing the services of Convair 
men or women who will serve as 
volunteer umpires or scorers for 
the 12-and-under league. He may 
be reached at ext. 3188. 


Tickets on Sale For 
Benefit Baseball 

The feminine angle will be em¬ 
phasized in Coast League base¬ 
ball at San Diego, Thursday, 
May 8, when the YWCA sponsors 
a benefit night at Lane Field. 

Preceding the game between 
the San Diego Padres and the 
Sacramento Solons, a special 
show will feature the U. S. Ma¬ 
rine band and a one-inning base¬ 
ball game between prominent San 
Diego business men, umpired by 
Padre Manager Lefty O’Doul. 
Women will replace regular Lane 
Field ushers for the evening. 
Proceeds go to the YWCA re¬ 
modeling fund. 

General admission tickets may 
be obtained from Employee Serv¬ 
ice, Bldg. 32, or from Ellen And- 
reasen, Room 750, Bldg. 19, at $1 
each. 



WELL "TIMED" REWARD—Watches, given as trophies in SD bowling tourney, displayed by 
winners. Left to right: Art King and Tom Donnally (handicap doubles), Craig Lent (scratch All 
Events), Charles Stark (handicap singles), A. Manista (scratch singles), Glen Steed (scratch doubles 
winner with Lent), and Clyde Fabares (handicap All Events). 



NORTHERN GOLFERS—Convair FW employees assigned to 
Fairchild Air Force Base try out golf course at Spokane, Wash., 
during weekly tournament. Shown are George Craig, Al Lanzara, 
George Koshiol, Francis Bickell, Harold Wilson, Bill Newman, How¬ 
ard Olson, Don Bradshaw, Joe Brown, Earl Campbell and Earnest 
Hilburn. Walter Klegka was operating camera. 
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Convair's Newest Airplane—All Jet YB-60—Makes Its Debut at FW 


Convair's YB-60, left, and B- 
36, below, show their family re¬ 
lationship in these pictures, even 
though taken from slightly differ¬ 
ent angles. Most apparent dif¬ 
ference is in YB-60's swept wing. 
YB-60, Convair's first multi-jet 
since XB-46, is equipped with 
eight Pratt & Whitney J-57 turbo 
jet engines, while B-36 is powered 
by combination of piston engines 
and jets. XB-46, built for Air 
Force, flew first in April. 1947. 






Air Explorer 
Aides Named 


Plans for an Air Explorer 
Squadron, sponsored by Convair 
SD’s Management Club, took 
definite shape last week with ap¬ 
pointment of a committee and an 
adviser. 

Aimed at boys 14 and over 
who are interested in aviation, 
the project is designed to offer 
opportunity for acquiring experi¬ 
ence in the field, coupled with a 
continuation of the general ideals 
and activities of Scouting. Mem¬ 
bers, however, do not have to 
have been Boy Scouts. 

Jeff Bouley, SD assistant chief 
engineer, is acting chairman of 
a committee that includes Harry 
Rote, Steve Barinka, Wayne 
Zook, J. K. Field, Ted LeFevre, 
Lt. Col. C. E. Mosse (in charge 
of the Air Reserve unit at State 
College), Frank Hill of the Boy 
Scouts of America and the ad¬ 
viser, Andy Drollinger and his 
tw T o acting assistants, Jim Piper 
and Rex Wycoff. 

Bouley indicated that commit¬ 
tees will be appointed for various 
phases of the work before a nu¬ 
cleus of members is admitted. 

“At first we will have to limit 
our membership in number and 
we would like to see as many 
Convair boys among the charter 
members, as possible, 1 ” he said. 
“I hope that Convair parents will 
keep this in mind so that we will 
have a good sign-up when the 
rolls are opened next month.” 


AIEE Members See 
Fort Worth Plant 

Members of the North Texas 
Section, American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers, toured Con¬ 
vair FW’s final assembly line and 
engineering test laboratory April 
7 when they held their monthly 
meeting at the plant. 

Ralphe S. Reade, chief of engi¬ 
neering test laboratory, and L. L. 
Turner, FW manager of public 
relations, spoke. Felix Quirino, 
FW electrical group engineer, 
was host. 


Brochure Tells 
of Convair FW 

Convair FW engineers are 
ready to tell the world what they 
have to offer in the way of job 
opportunities at the FW Division. 
And they’re doing it with an at¬ 
tractive 54-page illustrated bro¬ 
chure which went into the mail 
last week. 

The result of several months’ 
planning and work on the part of 
engineering writers and illustra¬ 
tors, the highly readable brochure 
contains information on every 
section of the engineering depart¬ 
ment. 

Entitled “Engineering Oppor¬ 
tunities at Convair,” the brochure 
is designed to inform prospective 
engineers and recent college 
graduates on the many oppor¬ 
tunities available at Convair in 
the several phases of aeronautical 
engineering. 

In the foreword to the tri-color 
booklet, the editors point out that 
“aeronautical and related sciences 
have made more progress during 
the past three decades than has 
any other field of endeavor. 

“With the receipt of America’s 
first contract for a nuclear- 
powered airplane, Convair is 
again expanding its development 
and research laboratories. Un¬ 
limited opportunities are offered 
to qualified men. ...” 

Floyd Priest, engineer publica¬ 
tions editor, directed writing and 
editing of the brochure while 
J. H. Herbert, illustrations super¬ 
visor, and assistants handled 
illustrations. 


Square Dance Night 
Now Regular Event 

Convair FW’s CRA-sponsored 
Saturday night square dance has 
come into its own as a regularly 
planned activity, according to 
Commissioner Ross Carney, who 
announced the next plant-wide 
dance for April 26. 

The first “Fourth Saturday 
Night” dance was staged in Octo¬ 
ber. The event was planned so 
dancers from all three shifts can 
get together. 

Music is furnished by Vernon 
Soloman, Dept. 4, and band. Car¬ 
ney calls for the dancing from 
8:30 to 11 p.m. at Northside 
Recreation Center, 18th and Har¬ 
rington. Admission is 50 cents 
a couple. Convair identification 
cards must be presented. 


B-36 Wing at Fairchild AF Base 
Logs 1100 Air Hours in Month 


B-36s of the 92nd Bomb Wing 
at Fairchild AF Base, Fairchild, 
Wash., in March set what prob¬ 
ably is a new record when they 
totaled over 1,100 flying hours 
during the month. 

In making the announcement, 
Col. David Wade, Wing command¬ 
ing officer, said the Wing sur¬ 
passed the 1,100-hour mark 

Star Badges Appear 
in SD Security Move 

Convair SD last week was 
“seeing stars.” 

Under a new personnel con¬ 
trol system, instituted in the 
interests of improved security, 
badges marked by stars were 
issued to individuals whose 
work on occasion takes them to 
the Building 5 area of Engi¬ 
neering. Badges for Depts. 6, 
31, 61 and 13 remain the same, 
as these are admitted automati¬ 
cally. With a few exceptions 
covering members of the armed 
forces, all others must have 
badges with stars, in order to 
enter the Engineering area. 

The second floor of Building 
5 remains unrestricted, how¬ 
ever, as well as a small section 
on the third floor. The latter 
is devoted to conference rooms 
for Convair-Liner model 340 
customers and vendors. 

The new system, put into ef¬ 
fect in cooperation with the 
Navy’s Bureau of Aeronautics 
which has security responsibil¬ 
ity at Convair SD, will give 
greater protection to classified 
projects. 


March 31 with a few hours to 
spare. 

The 92nd Bomb Wing was 
awarded a special plaque by Con¬ 
vair FW officials April 16 in 
a formal ceremony observing the 
first anniversary of the 57th Air 
Division of which the 92nd is 
a part. 

M. L. Hicks, assistant FW 
Division manager, and G. S. 
Green, chief of Convair FW serv¬ 
ice made the presentation. Green 
pointed out that the 92nd set the 
record within nine months after 
receiving the heavy bombers, the 
shortest time in which any B-36 
wing has hit the 1,000-hour 
mark. 

Said Colonel Wade: “The total 
was achieved only through the 
combined efforts of all the air 
and ground crew personnel of the 
Wing with the vital support of 
the 92nd Air Base Group.” 

Convair’s chief technical repre¬ 
sentative at Fairchild, George 
Craig, said one of the outstand¬ 
ing features of the record is that 
it was achieved in spite of the 
bad weather that dogged aircraft 
maintenance. 

Wing director of operations, 
Col. E. C. Eddy, pointed out that 
the 92nd went over the top in 
every category of training hours, 
including radar bomb-scoring 
runs, navigation and gunnery. 
Col. Richard Fry, wing director 
of materiel, said the feat was 
accomplished by many long hours 
of hard work, supervision and 
planning. He said there were 
many maintenance and supply 
problems that were overcome by 
combined efforts. 


NEW RECORD—Looking over flying,-time chart with the total 
of 1108 B-36 hours is Col. David Wade, commanding officer of the 
92nd Bomb Wing, George Craig, Convair chief technical repre¬ 
sentative at Fairchild, and Col. E. C. Eddy, director of operations 
for wing. It is believed that this is a new high for one month of 
B-36 flying time. 


Slip Stick That Slid Into Sewer 
Survived Mile-Long Swim at FW 


Folks who declare it’s raining 
“cats and dogs” every time 
there’s a little moisture at Con¬ 
vair FW now will be able to learn 
just exactly how “many.” 

Convair FW has become an 
official rain gauge station for the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
weather section. It is one of a 
dozen such stations set up by the 
newspaper to obtain rain meas¬ 
urements, since rainfall in the 
various sections of Fort Worth 
at times varies from a fraction 
of an inch in one area to several 
inches in another during the same 
rain. 

The official rain gauge meas¬ 
uring moisture in tenths of an 
inch has been installed near the 
Industrial Security guardhouse 
on Grant’s Lane. 

When rain falls, guards record 
the amount of precipitation and 
report it. After the official read¬ 
ing is taken, the gauge is emptied 
and starts its work all over 
again. 


throng h the city’s storm 
sewers. 

The slide rule (carrying 
Drahn’s name and address) was 
retrieved from a stream in the 
vicinity of the Colonial Coun¬ 
try Club by an unidentified lad, 
whose mother notified Drahn. 
Had the inquisitive boy not 
hauled it in, it’s a sure bet the 
rule might now be serving no 
better purpose than measuring 
depth of the Trinity River, 
since the creek flowed in that 
direction. 

Drahn had been attending 
night school at T.C.U. one rainy 
night a few weeks ago. 

“It was raining pretty hard 
as I left the campus so I made 
a bee-line for the car,” he ex¬ 
plained. Apparently he dropped 
the rule in a gutter while jump¬ 
ing a puddle. 

Inquiries in the neighborhood 
failed. It wasn’t until a week 
later that Drahn learned his 
slide rule had been found. 

The instrument is still 
usable, though Drahn spent 
several hours cleaning it up 
and removing layers of mud. 


BONE DRY—Lt. C. E. Crow, 
Industrial Security officer at 
Convair FW, came out to check 
new rain gauge outside guard¬ 
house to no avail. It was bone 
dry. 


Convair FW Made 
Weather Station 


You might think a slide rule 
in the hand is worth two in the 
sewer. But not Kenneth Drahn, 
Convair FW engineer. 

Drahn had no qualms at all 
about reclaiming his slippery 
slip-stick when it recently took 
an unexpected mile-long tour 


Stand back ten or fifteen feet, 
fine art’s always confusin’ close 
up. 
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"Con-Trib-Club" membership 
takes care of all funds 
campaigns. 



FINAL TOUCHES—J. H. Herbert puts finishing touches on 
layout for Con-Trib-Club poster at Fort Worth while R. J. Byther 
looks on. Combined solicitation drive opens at Convair FW 
tomorrow (May 8). 


Convair FW Wins Highest 
Quality Control Rating 

Receipt of another Air Force “approved” rating and 
announcement of a new process control laboratory high¬ 
lighted quality control efforts at Convair FW this week. 


J. Y. McClure, FW manager of 
Quality Control, lauded the work 
of Convair employees in helping 
the division again attain the high¬ 
est quality rating given by the 
Air Force. 

“Vast improvements have been 
made during the past year,” Mc¬ 
Clure says. “This is reflected in 
our rating and the confidence the 
Air Force has shown in our prod¬ 
uct—the B-36.” 

Many Air Force survey teams 
and visitors from other aircraft 
manufacturers are highly im¬ 
pressed with FW’s good house¬ 
keeping practices, conservation 
and careful handling of materials, 
McClure adds. 

“During this period of ‘roll 
back’ in the manufacture of de¬ 
fense products, it is important 
that we continue to give quality 
and costs top consideration in 
order that we remain in business. 
Our jobs are at stake!” McClure 
adds. 

Toward maintaining this qual¬ 
ity rating, a new Process Control 
laboratory costing in excess of 
$60,000 is now being completed 
for use within the next 90 days, 
according to J. W. Roche, chief 
of Process Control. 

Upon completion, the new 


laboratory will be unique in the 
aircraft industry. It will be the 
first laboratory devoted exclu¬ 
sively to process control in the 
airframe industry. 

Experienced chemists, metal¬ 
lurgists and laboratory test per¬ 
sonnel work in the new laboratory 
(Continued on page 2) 


FW Babies Succumb 
After Long Illness 

Funeral services were held last 
week for two Convair FW chil¬ 
dren who had fought a losing 
battle with leukemia for the past 
several months. The babies died 
less than 48 hours apart. 

Kenneth Neal Burks, 21-month- 
old son of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin 
Burks of Godley, passed away 
April 28 at a local hospital. His 
death was followed closely by 
that of Gary Mike Mackey, 3- 
year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. M. 
L. Mackey. Burks is in Dept. 61, 
while Mackey is a Dept. 6 em¬ 
ployee. 

Nearly 50 pints of blood were 
donated by Convair FW employ¬ 
ees in the attempt to restore their 
health. 


Second Drawing of Free Baseball 
Tickets Today in 50-Foot Aisle 

A total of 350 people got into the act at Convair FW last week 
at the first Convair Recreation Association drawing for free tickets 
to Fort Worth Cat baseball games. 

That was the number of first shift Convair and Air Force per¬ 
sonnel names drawn from the barrel. Each ticket admits two persons 
to reserved seats at the ball park. Similar drawings were scheduled 
for second and third shift personnel. 

“Week night tickets will go to first shift people while weekend 
games tickets are reserved for second and third shift employees,” 
according to Fred Foster, CRA president. 

Names of winning employees are posted on bulletin boards 
throughout the plant and in the CRA office. Department heads are 
also notifed. Winners may pick up their tickets at the CRA office. 

In addition to the free tickets, CRA is offering a limited number 
of regular $1.25 reserved seat tickets for 75 cents on a first-come- 
first-served basis. 

Remaining drawings for free tickets will be held at the 50-foot 
aisle today (May 9), May 23 and 29, Foster said. 


Con-Trib-Club' Sign up. 

Combining All Funds 
Campaigns, Underway 


Sign once for all! 

That’s right. In the campaign which opens Thursday, 
May 8, Convair FW employees will be able to sign names 
once and know that they will be doing their part through¬ 
out the year in all fund appeals supported by the plant- 


Blood Donations 
Top 2,000 Pints 
to Armed Forces 

Volunteer blood donors at 
Convair FW, who last month 
swelled their total blood con¬ 
tributions to over 2,000 
pints, prepared this week 
for the May 15-16 visits of 
the North Texas National 
Defense Blood Center’s 
bloodmobile to the plant. 

Indirect departments will sup¬ 
ply donors willing to offer their 
blood for use by our fighting 
forces in Korea when the blood- 
mobile sets up operations for the 
first shift May 15. 

Depts. 60, 61, 62, 64, 65, 75 and 
76 will supply the necessary 
donors on the second shift visit 
May 16, according to Grady 
Henry, night factory manager. 

Henry also appointed C. J. 
“Ike” Keith to coordinate all 
donations May 16 with assistance 
from M. H. Holley, C. C. Kelley 
and E. A. Black. 

Convair engineers provided the 
necessary donors for the April 17 
visit of the bloodmobile with a 
total of 234 pints of blood being 
collected. M. L. Taylor supervised 
the engineer’s efforts. 

M. E. Caraway supervised the 
efforts of second shift employ¬ 
ees from Depts. 14-1, 14-2, 24-1, 
24-8, 81 and 82 who supplied 
donors on May 17. Second shift 
people accounted for 239 pints 
of blood. 

The April totals bring the over¬ 
all Convair total to 2,043 pints 
supplied to our armed forces by 
employees, according to L. L. 
Turner, FW manager of Public 
Relations and Convair supervisor 
of the blood program. 


wide-Trib-Club fund. 

The campaign opens Thursday 
with a half-dozen departments 
or more already primed to be the 
first to meet their quotas, and 
to be the first to reach 100 per 
cent participation. 

The campaign will be not only 
on a department-by-department 
basis, but also will be broken 
down to pit the first shift against 
the combined second and third 
shifts. 

The first shift effort is under 
the general direction of Sam E. 
Keith Jr., member of the Con- 
Trib-Club Fund Committee. 
Night shift campaign will be di¬ 
rected by Grady Henry, night 
factory manager and also a mem¬ 
ber of the committee of hourly 
employees and supervision. 

August C. Esenwein, division 
manager and chairman of the 
Con-Trib-Club committee, empha¬ 
sized that employee participa¬ 
tion in the Con-Trib-Club is 
strictly voluntary, and is not 
under any circumstance to be 
considered as mandatory. 

“We hope that a substantial 
majority of employees will join 
with us in this effort,” he ex¬ 
plained. “But it’s their own deci¬ 
sion.” 

The plan is this: 

The plantwide campaign’s tar¬ 
get is pledges of $152,000 by the 
end of the shift on Friday, May 
16. 

Most employees will be en¬ 
couraged to sign payroll deduc¬ 
tion cards authorizing small 
amounts to be deducted from 
their paychecks twice a month. 
Employees in the higher brackets, 
both hourly and flat salary, will 
be encouraged to sign up for pro¬ 
portionately larger amounts in 
accordance with their incomes. 

The funds thus collected will 
go into a special bank account 
in the name of the Con-Trib-Club 
fund. 

When sufficient funds have 
been deposited, the Con-Trib-Club 
Committee will begin to author- 
continued on page 2) 



SECOND FIRST—B. A. Erickson of Convair FW, who also flew 
XB-36 on first flight, waves from cockpit of YB-60 after successful 
first flight of new jet bomber. 



Test Pilot Quiz 
Set For May 10 

Test pilots themselves will be 
put to the test May 10 when a 
panel of top airmen will answer 
questions from the floor at a spe¬ 
cial event meeting of the Convair 
FW Management Club. 

Meeting time is 6:30 in the 
plant cafeteria, W. D. Graham, 
program chairman, said. 

W. A. Clegern, flight test 
supervisor, will serve as modera¬ 
tor for a panel including Paul 
Thayer, former chief test pilot, 
Chance Vought Aircraft Corp.; 
Joe Dunne, chief of experimental 
flight, Bell Aircraft Corp.; B. A. 
Erickson, manager of Convair 
FW Flight; John McGuyrt, chief 
test pilot, Chance Vought Air¬ 
craft; Elson Smith, test pilot, Bell 
Aircraft; and A. S. Witchell, 
supervisor of Convair FW’s 
flight operations. 

A buffet dinner will be served 
and all members and their ladies 
are invited. 

The regular monthly meeting 
of the club will be staged May 17 
at Lake Worth Casino when the 
club observes “Ladies Night.” 
Henry King and his orchestra will 
play for. dancing. The May 17 
meeting is a dance only. 


Share-Ride Tabs 
90% Complete 

The latest Convair FW share- 
the-ride campaign was almost 90 
per cent complete this week as 
employees turned in the last of 
the tab cards distributed last 
month. 

The tab cards have been turned 
over to the Group Ride desk in 
the Employee Service Section to 
be divided into shifts and geo- 
giaphical areas. 

Employees who failed to re¬ 
ceive a tab card or those on leave 
or vacation were urged to stop 
by the ride desk for a card. 

Only those cards denoting a 
driver is looking for riders are 
being placed in the files. Those 
seeking rides may find a ride 
from among the cards on hand. 

Any changes in residence or 
route of drivers should be report¬ 
ed so that necessary changes may 
be made. The survey was con¬ 
ducted by the Timekeeping Sec¬ 
tion of Accounting Department 
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TOP RATING—Convair FW recently received another "ap¬ 
proved" rating in quality control, highest mark accorded by Air 
Force. Center above, at presentation, Division Manager A. C. 
Esenwein, C. Y. McClure, FW manager of Quality Control, S. E. 
Kelley, AF chief of Quality Control at FW, Lt. CoL Columbus 


Sock ChtrieJ 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Twenty-year pin: Dept. 74, L. M. 
Witkowski. 

Fifteen-year pin: D. C. McDougal Jr. 
Ten-year pins: Dept. 2, M. L. Hicks. 
Dept. 4, F. H. Jones, W. E. Strother, 
J. W. Doggett, R. L. Hussey, A. E. 
Grable, J. P. Rogers, Dept. 6, J. E. 
Harris. Dept. 7, R. W. McGuffee, W. 
P. Woods. Dept. 9, P. B. Norman, J. 
R. Tucker, Dept. 11, F. E. Carlile. 
Dept. 14, G. A. Frazier, C. E. Allen. 
Dept. 15, L. I. Edmiston, J. Fletcher. 

Dept. 20, E. C. Basinger. Dept. 22, 
R. J. Allen, H. L. Jones, R. M. Dupree, 
T. L. Hearne, P. D. Gathings Jr. 
Dept. 24, B. Crowell, D. E. Wall, L. W. 
Wyatt, G. H. Willits Jr., R. L. Ross, E. 

C. Walters. Dept. 25, C. P. Evans, A. 
R. Ewing, B. R. Miller, E. J. Roberts 
Jr., A. F. Beene, F. H. Denby, B. T. 
Frost, H. T. Lambert, J. F. Robinson, 
E. W. Stuart, R. B. Jones. 

Dept. 27, E. C. Cauthen, T. S. Lam¬ 
bert, O. T. Harrell, W. R. Lewis, C. D. 
Mathews, J. B. Woodrum, E. A. Cart¬ 
wright Jr., J. A. Walters, R. R. Wil¬ 
liams. Dept. 31, E. B. Martin, P. M. 
Flassing, J. W. Ames, M. B. Bratcher, 
L. R. Cabe, W. D. Starkey, J. W. R. 
Potts, C. J. Bedford, J. W. Betts, L. W. 
Garvin, B. Houts. Dept. 43, G. Huck- 
aboo, A. R. Southerland. 



PIN MEN—O. W. Moerschel 
(Dept. 6-5), right, recently re¬ 
ceived his 20-year service pin at 
Fort Worth while D. C. Mc¬ 
Dougal of Dept. 2-7 received his 
15-year pin. 


Dept. 44, E. O. Goodson, N. L. White. 
Dept. 45, E. L. Falkner, D. K. Fincher, 
W. F. Robbins. Dept. 46, H. Vaught. 
Dept. 47, C. F. Fitzjarrald. Dept. 48, 
J. W. Shewmake. Dept. 50, W. H. 
Brazell, R. D. Knowles, J. L. Shaw, W. 
S. Thornton. Dept. 52, G. E. P. Baines, 
J. H. Shetter, S. K. Westbrook. Dept. 
60, C. O. Hill, F. L. Robertson, P. T. 
Summers. 

Dept. 61, T. H. Beal, H. H. Harrell, 
J. L. Lancaster, I. M. Stewart, W. S. 
Wakeman, W. H. Walker, D. Williams. 
Dept. 64, G. L. Hutchingson, C. E. 
Spivey, C. W. Turner, T. M. Tynes. 
Dept. 65, R. R. Conn, L. E. Harris, W. 
D. McKennon, W. L. Rogers, R. L. 
Smith. Dept. 73, W. B. Welch, R. B. 
Wynn, W. B. Welch. Dept. 74, R. Her- 
rity, J. W. Miller, If. A. Patterson. 
Dept. 75, L. J. M. Gottlob. 

Dept. 76, F. E. McManus. Dept. 81, 
H. R. Austin, E. L. Cobb, C. R. Dowdy, 
J. L. Lanier, F. Merlick, H. J. Points. 
B. Roberts, C. E. Patterson, J. L. 
Shackelford, V. D. Smith, J. H. Stuffle- 
beam, J. E. Tate, G. T. Walker, L. B. 
Walling, W. O. Wood. Dept. 82, G. E. 
Callison, A. C. Faris, W. S. Gibbons, J. 
W. Hendred Jr. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 4, S. J. Alex¬ 
ander, W. Doom, J. E. Reynolds, T. C. 
Kelly. Dept. 6, J. W. Newman, R. D. 
Norvell. Dept. 8, J. P. Young. Dept. 
9, C. G. Race. Dept. 14, R. L. Thomas, 
M. L. Baxter. Dept. 18, G. T. Erwin. 
Dept. 20, J. C. Miller. Dept. 22, D. J. 
Chance, J. M. Martin, C. T. Meredith, 
W. T. King, R. L. Luster, R. Bernstein. 
Dept. 24, H. C. Wattenberger. Dept. 25, 
H. S. Martin, C. A. Menges, W. D. 

Bridges. Dept. 26, W. C. Monroe. 

Dept. 27, H. E. Duvalle, J. H. Miley, 
J. A. Sewalt, E. D. Henson, S. R. 

Francis, D. L. Peterson, J. Knighton, 

B. Vigus, J. D. Walker, R. G. Allen, E. 

O. Cogburn, J. O. Deshane, J. B. Lyons, 
H. F. Samuel, W. P. Townley, J. B. 

Williams, S. F. Mills, F. O. Young, C. 

C. Crow, L. A. Wilson Jr., R. R. Hall, 
G. M. Hill, J. H. Sparks III. 

Dept. 30, E. J. Adair, L. W. Baldwin, 
J. M. Boyd, C. Hill, J. F. Redding. 

Dept. 31, L. G. Caraway, S. D. Haught, 
J. M. Huddleston, W. R. Rutherford, J. 
A. Stevenson, B. Turner. Dept. 43, V. 
L. Caffey, W. H. Sudduth. Dept. 44, 


W. W. Abies, E. W. Moran, D. Peaton, 
W. C. Sharp, G. P. Whisonant. Dept. 
45, S. N. Allen, O. W. Grooms, R. L. 
Jordan, H. H. Riels. Dept. 46, E. C. 
Brewer, J. M. Dickson, G. Jean, C. H. 
Leeth, J. W. Key, J. B. Nail, C. T. 
Scott, H. L. White, W. L. Young. 
Dept. 47, J. L. Gentry, F. E. Perkins, 
G. M. Porter, M. Utley. 

Dept. 48, M. C. Boardway, L. C. 
Davee, R. L. Davis, T. E. Dilleshaw, 
W. P. Everitt, W. Gabbard, C. G. Gage, 
W. F. Hancock, A. B. Hunter, C. E. 

Loftin, W. E. Mahon, C. B. Matthews, 
L. B. Sanders, W. T. Worrell. Dept. 50, 

A. A. E. Berg, R. V. Brown, B. M. 

Caldwell, J. W. Clark, M. L. Cox, D. 
E. Gandee, C. B. Haley, J. B. Harris, 
R. J. Keller, L. M. Laidacker, G. L. 

Mason, J. D. Nichols, J. D. Peacock, 
W. H. Spearman, W. E. Steelman, W. 

B. Terry. 

Dept. 52, W. L. Dickson, H. Driver, 
G. D. Goolsby, F. E. Hudson, R. Roch¬ 
elle. Dept. 60, E. L. Pool. Dept. 61, O. 
L. Adair, S. W. Brown, J. D. Cogburn, 

J. E. Keith, L. L. Laughlin, V. S. 

Scott, V. E. Treacle, C. G. Wood, D. 
R. York Jr. 

Dent. 64, G. O. Chipman, C. C. Clear, 

D. W. Heath, G. S. Houghton, A. W. 

Johnston. H. C. Lusk, R. M. Newman, 
L. A. Searcy, W. O. Sparks, J. Stott, 
L. D. Weeks Jr. Dent. 65, J. E. Carlisle 
Jr., R. L. Cobb, R. F. Drury, B. H. 
Haney Jr., J. A. Johnston, L. S. Mc¬ 
Cormick Jr., H. H. Moran, T. Perry, 

G. W. T. Smith, H. Smith. E. W. Stock- 
man. E. A. Thorp Jr., R. R. Weaver, 
T. W. Williams. 

Dept. 73, J. C. Biggs, A. M. Hender¬ 
son, E. A. Laird, O. W. Olson, H. Mc¬ 
Connell, H. G. Stinebaugh. Dept. 74, M. 
B. Chastain, C. M. Cook, O. M. Davis, 
B. H. Flori°s, R. H°rrity, H. W. Ryan 
Dept. 75, H. W. Page. Dept. 76, E. 
Colwell, W. M. Barlow, H. B. Carter, 

H. H. Moree, J. L. Smith. Dent. 82. D. 

E. Davis, I. M. Kincade, S. H. Ostby, 

K. K. Tasanen. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following employees have received 
employee suggestions awards totaling 
$1,106.16 for the period ending April 25: 
Dept. 4, Material: LeRoy Smith Jr. 
Dept. 6, Engineering: Cantrell Hayes. 
Dept. 14, Tool Service: W. E. Lam¬ 
bert. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: A. D. Preston Jr. 
Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: A. T. 
Huffhines. 

Dept. 27, Inspection: E. H. Frey, J. 
M. Gooch, B. J. Phillips, A. W. Swack- 
hamer. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: E. A. 
Lahti. 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: Charles A. 
Taylor. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: J. C. Fray, 

C. H. Hopkins, J. A. Johnson, C. H. 
Nelson, J. R. Shirley, A. F. Stateson. 

Dept. 44, Nose & Tail: G. G. Brown, 
James H. Head, D. E. Noble, Joe T. 
Potts. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing & Engines: 
Frank J. Mormino, J. W. Thomas. 

Dept. 48, Fuel & Oil Tank Sealing: 
Merritt F. Sellers. 

Dept. 50, Final Assembly: W. L. 
Puckett. 

Dept. 61, Final Acceptance: T. J. 
Taylor. 

Dept. 65, Development Manufacturing: 
Victor L. Long. 

Dept. 74, Finishing: E. E. Creamer, 
E. T. Tilley. 

Dept. 75, Electronics: G. E. Bobbitt. 
Dept. 81, Tool Room & Fixtures: O. 
G. Scott. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: C. F. Clem¬ 
ents, J. W. Hendren, E. D. Patterson. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

The family of Edgar E. Holland 
wishes to thank all their friends of Con¬ 
vair who gave their time, money, blood 
and thoughtfulness so generously during 
his long illness. 

Mrs. Edith Turner, Dept. 4, wishes to 
express sincere thanks and appreciation 
for Convair employees’ generous dona¬ 
tions of blood and offers for donors dur¬ 
ing the long illness of her husband 
Fred Turner of Dept. 9. Turner plans 
to return to work soon. 


Savage, AF plant representative. Other photos illustrate new 
Process Control laboratory. At left C. F. Gilley tests new water 
vapor indicator. Center: S. W. Acola takes reading from "flame 
photometer and ultra violet spectrophotometer." At rig.ht C. A. 
Watson adjusts new automatic quantometer. 

Highest Quality Control Rating 
Awarded Convair by Air Force 


(Continued from page 1) 
and report their findings in sim¬ 
plified terms to departments con¬ 
cerned. Typical of some of the 
new test equipment available at 
the division for the first time is 
a new spectograph machine which 
cuts test time from three days 
to three minutes! 

Protection for flight crews who 
operate in the areas where bot¬ 
tled oxygen is necessary is pro¬ 
vided in a new water vapor 
indicator. (Excess moisture in 
oxygen supplies causes air lines 
to clog at high altitudes.) 

Other test equipment like the 
flame photometer and ultra-violet 
spectrophotometer give quick re- 


Horseshoe Tourney 

Plans for a plant-wide horse¬ 
shoe tournament at Convair SD 
plant were announced last week 
by W. C. Gilchrist, CRA commis¬ 
sioner. 

Play will start the latter part 
of May, after playing courts have 
been established in appropriate 
places in the plant. All employ¬ 
ees, men and women, too, may 
enter by phoning ext. 1245. Dead¬ 
line for entering is Friday, May 
16. 


Number Please? 

For convenience of FW 
employees, the following tel¬ 
ephone extensions of vari¬ 
ous Employee Service desks 
are listed: 

Child Care Ext. 4250 

CRA Center PE-0191 

Lost & Found Ext. 4250 
CRA Office Ext.. 5141 
Group Ins. Ext. 4253 

Housing Ext. 4278 

Rider-Driver Ext. 4278 
Selective Service desk (i.n 
employment section): Ext. 
4284. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

POLY—David O’Toole, Dept. 22-5 ; 
726 Sycamore (near Sycamore Park). 
Phone LO-6148 or ext. 6272. Needs ride 
to Lot 9. Shift, 7 to 3:45 p.m. 

EULESS—K. E. Barrington, Dept. 50. 
Can be contacted at Humble Station in 
Euless or at ext. 5173. Shift, 7 to 3:45 
p.m. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

DEAVENS—Daughter, Patricia Ann, 
9 lbs., born April 24 to Mr. and Mrs. 
H. A. Deavens, Dept. 46 (second shift). 

TOUDOUZE—Son, Donald Wayne, 6 
lbs., born April 5 to Mr. and Mrs. B. 
R. Toudouze, Dept. 27. 
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suits of tests run to determine 
the organic compounds of iron, 
steel, aluminum and other metals 
used in the manufacture of the 
B-36. 

The new laboratory is being 
established in the north end of 
the administration building. 


New Engineer 
Classes Slated 

Convair FW employees who 
wish to improve their engineering 
knowledge can now earn under¬ 
graduate certificates in three 
phases of engineering. 

Arrangements have been made 
with Southern Methodist Univer¬ 
sity to offer a series of courses 
leading to certificates in struc¬ 
tural analysis, power plant instal¬ 
lation and aircraft electrical sys¬ 
tems. 

Certificates will be awarded in 
recognition of specialized study 
and are new in the field of edu¬ 
cation, according to R. B. Craig, 
FW Training supervisor. 

By enrolling in one subject 
each semester, a student can com¬ 
plete the required 30 semester 
hours for a certificate in about 
three years. Credit earned will 
apply toward a B.S. degree. Only 
prerequisite for enrollment is a 
high school education. Tuition 
is $10 a semester hour. Fee will 
be refunded to those who earn 
a grade of “B” or better. 

Classes in this program as well 
as the Convair graduate engi¬ 
neering summer program spon¬ 
sored jointly by S.M.U. will begin 
about May 26. Registration 
should be made by May 15. Fur¬ 
ther information may be obtained 
from H. C. Anderson or Hoyt 
Clark Jr., at the Training section, 
ext. 5245 or 5188. 


'Con-Trib-Club' 
Drive Begins 

(Continued from page 1) 
ize donations for the various or¬ 
ganizations which it votes to sup¬ 
port. 

These organizations thus far 
include, tentatively: American 
Cancer Society, American Heart 
Association, Community Chest, 
Crippled Children’s Society, Cru¬ 
sade for Freedom, March of 
Dimes, Red Cross, and the Tuber¬ 
cular Society. 

The committee which establish¬ 
ed the $152,000 goal, and which 
voted to determine which organi¬ 
zations will be supported by the 
fund, is made up of five hourly 
employees and five members of 
supervision, with the division 
manager serving as chairman. 
Hourly members are: 0. F. 
Umphrey, Industrial Security 
guard; M. A. Stewart, Dept. 24 
tool liaison man; A. S. Teeter, 
Dept. 25 electrical maintenance 
man; and C. L. Ingle, Dept. 73 
electrical and radio bench assem¬ 
bler. A fifth hourly employee is 
to be named soon to fill a 
vacancy. Other members are: 
M. L. Hicks, R. H. Schwarz, M. G. 
Burland, Grady Henry and S. E. 
Keith Jr. 

Esenwein pointed out: 

“By signing once for all these 
organizations, we all can feel 
that we are doing our part to¬ 
ward the less fortunate and to 
the community of Fort Worth. 

“And once we’ve signed, we can 
rest assured that we won’t be 
called upon again at the plant for 
money for these organizations 
until another Con-Trib-Club cam¬ 
paign rolls around.” 


Steno Openings 
Noted at FW 

Convair FW currently has a 
number of openings for qualified 
stenographers, according to F. F. 
Gignilliat, employment supervisor. 

Clerks and typists with a 
knowledge of shorthand may be 
considered for upgrading to the 
classification of stenographer. 

Due to a shortage of qualified 
personnel to fill current openings 
in these classifications at the FW 
Division, Gignilliat hopes to con¬ 
tact persons now employed in 
other jobs to fill the vacancies. 

All employees with such skills 
are urged to seek written permis¬ 
sion from their supervisors to 
contact the Employment Section 
to see if they can qualify for the 
higher-rated positions. 

“If interested persons can meet 
shorthand requirements, they will 
be considered for transfer and 
promotion, providing it is agree¬ 
able with their supervisors,” Gig¬ 
nilliat said. 

To qualify as a stenographer, 
employees must be able to type 
at least 50 words a minute and 
take dictation at 80 words a min¬ 
ute with.a minimum of errors. 

Day shift employees should re¬ 
port for interviews between 2 and 
3 p.m. Second shift interviews 
will be from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. 


■“'LL '•••>. 



THE SCHEDULE—R. B. Craig, center, FW training supervisor, 
goes over schedule with Maj. Paul Oliver and CoL Guy Stalling,s. 
Air Force officers are students at AF Institute and assigned to 
Convair for year's training. 
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SD Suggestion Awards 
at Record High in April 

Convair San Diego during | vival last December, and also 
April enjoyed the largest single registered the largest total for 


month in Employee Suggestion 
Awards since the program’s re- 


ON WHEELS—Comparatively 
simple, but nobody thought of it 
before, to put assemblies on wheels in 
Dept. 102 at San Diego, obviating ne¬ 
cessity to manually lift them from one 
station to another. R. C. Beezley 
did however, and received Suggestion 
Award. 


Financial Analysts 
to See Convair SD 

Two busloads of visitors repre¬ 
senting the National Federation 
of Financial Analysts Societies 
will visit Convair SD May 10 to 
hear top officials describe the 
company’s activities and to tour 
unclassified areas. Visitors will 
be guided through Buildings 2, 3 
and 4. 


any week. 

April awards bring to $5,995 
the amounts which have been 
credited employees since Dec. 1 
for their ideas. 

The record week in April 
brought $750.50 divided among 18 
different individuals. Among the 
larger amounts was one for $150, 
another for $137.50 and two for 
$105. 

K. S. Kerch of Dept. 25 hit the 
jackpot twice during the month 
with one $105 award and another 
for $275. The first was for sug¬ 
gesting a supplemental gasoline 
tank for the Malsberry steam 
cleaner which eliminates expense 
of refueling during shift hours. 
The latter award was for simpler 
and more improved equipment for 
washing down B-36s. 

A $150 award went to R. C. 
Beezley of Dept. 102 for a sug¬ 
gestion involving movable work 
tables which permit easy shifting 
of assemblies while J. A. Eis- 
mann of Dept. 300 merited a 
$137.50 award for his idea for a 
new type strap wrench for use 
on Cannon plugs. 

E. M. Manion (Dept. 350) got 
a $105 award for a new tool to 
release the tension on pressure 
seal plugs, facilitating pin re¬ 
moval. 

Another of the month’s larger 
awards, $245, was divided among 
three Dept. 64 men, E. E. McKen¬ 
zie, P. F. Jewell, W. W. Wright. 
Their suggestion involved an im¬ 
proved method of removing B-36 
stabilizer tips for repair. 


RED STAR VERSION?—Artists, combining imagination with scraps of information from behind iron 
curtain, produce these sketches of plane which Russians are reported to have built. One report says 
ship first flew in 1950. Design drew some interesting comment from Convair engineers. 

Reports of a Russian-Built B-36' 
Seep From Behind Iron Curtain 


Inch-Thick Aluminum Gobbled up 
by New Roller Machine at FW 


Persistent reports published at home and abroad, sup¬ 
posedly based on information that trickled from behind 
the iron curtain, indicate that the Russians at least have 
attempted an airplane in the B -36 class. _____ 

Whether they have succeeded 


A 31-foot set of rollers that 
wrings out aluminum alloy al¬ 
most one inch thick as easily as 
a washing machine wrings out 
socks is proving to be “worth its 
weight in gold” at Convair FW. 

It’s the new 400,000-pound 
pinch-type bending roller install¬ 
ed in the machine shop for roll¬ 
ing contours in B-36 wing skins. 

“The roller performs opera¬ 
tions we could never perform be¬ 
fore,” explains J. B. Gauntt, ma¬ 
chine shop general foreman, “and 
it does those jobs better than 
we’ve ever been able to get them 
done before.” 

Sunk in a five and one-half 


foot hole, the machine is installed 
in such a way that feeding wing 
skins into its 31-foot jaws is a 
relatively simple task. 

In addition to its regular job 
of shaping wing skin contours, 
the machine is capable of shap¬ 
ing cones and rolling other types 
of materials up to 13/16ths-inch 
in thickness. 

Prior to the adaptions of the 
machine, all B-36 wing skin mate¬ 
rial was shipped 280 miles to 
Houston, Tex., to be rolled then 
re-shipped back to the FW Divi¬ 
sion. 

Wing skins are shaped at the 
rate of about one every 15 min¬ 
utes. 


BIG Boy —This 400,000-pound pinch-type bending roller for 
rolling contours in B-36 wing skins recently went into use at Convair 
FW. W. E. Alexander, Dept. 30, feeds wing skin being shaped. 


is a matter for speculation, as is, 
in fact, the actual existence of 
the airplane itself. 

However, the reports plus 
sketches drawn from them have 
attracted interest from Convair 
specialists on bombardment air¬ 
craft and have drawn some inter¬ 
esting comment. 

“Whoever drew them must 
have been looking at a B-36 
photo at the time,” one FW engi¬ 
neer smiled. “Except for slight¬ 
ly more sweep, a typical Russian 
tail section and unconventional 
landing gear, the sketches look 
a lot like the B-36.” 

Another engineer, this one at 
San Diego, manipulated his slip- 
stick and decided that on the 
basis of the reported wing span 
the propellers as drawn in one 
of the sketches were 19 feet. 

“That’s approximately the same 
as the B-36,” he pointed out. “If 
they are counter-rotating, as re¬ 
ported, I’d say the artist got 
them too large by a couple of 
feet.” 

(One of the reasons for coun¬ 
ter-rotating propellers is to re¬ 
duce the propeller size.) 

Pressed for a guess, one top 
FW engineer estimated the wing 
as shown as probably in the 
neighborhood of 20 degrees 
sweep, as usually measured on 
the “quarter-chord-point line.” 
(Corresponding sweep on the B- 
36 is about 12 degrees.) 

“My guess would be that if 
the Russians planned any appre¬ 
ciable sweep at all it would be in 
the neighborhood of 35 degrees, 
like the MIG 15,” another engi¬ 
neer added. 

Although the experts more 
or less agreed that the config¬ 
uration as sketched could attain 
speeds up to 500 mph at alti¬ 
tude—and certainly could do so 
assuming greater sweep than 
pictured—the point arose as to 
power plants. One report 
speculated that the plane had 
six 7,000 hp engines and an FW 
authority commented: “Even 
conceding another thousand hp 
from thrust, it would take more 
power than that to get the 
plane over 500 mph. Maybe, 
like the Convair P5Y, each 
nacelle houses two engines in¬ 
stead of one.” 

Another theory advanced was 
that though the first power 
plants were only about 7,000, the 
Russians built the airframe with 
say 10,000 hp units in mind, 
knowing that normal engine de¬ 


velopment would add to efficiency 
as experience was gained. 

Reports that the ship was 
equipped with 30 rockets brought 
comment that this might be ad¬ 
visable for use in take-off from 
short runways. 

One published account which 
mentioned 50,000 feet as a likely 
bombing altitude for such a 
plane brought some doubt from 
Convair engineers. 

“Turbo-props, unlike recipro¬ 
cating engines, lose their power 
at a rapid rate as they get into 
very high altitudes,” one expert 
reminded. “That’s one reason 
why the B-36 with its combina¬ 
tion of piston and jet power is 
such a versatile and effective air¬ 
plane. At a guess, I’d say 45,000 
feet was tops for this Russian 
plane—assuming, of course, that 
we are talking about turbo-prop 
power.” 

Requests for comment on the 
landing gear extracted these re¬ 
marks: “I don’t know why they 
would want more than one land¬ 
ing gear on each wing, in addi¬ 
tion to the main gear. Even if 
they wanted to spread the load 
in the hope of using runways 
with thinner concrete than we 
use, the main load still is on the 
gear under the fuselage, for 
that’s where the bomb load rests. 
The outboard gear probably is 
mainly for balance in view of 
the bicycle type landing gear 
pictured.” 

Possible range, of course, is 
anyone’s guess, depending upon 
power, speed, fuel capacity, etc. 
Assuming turbo-prop power, it is 
unlikely that the plane has range 
as great as the B-36 which has 
proved it can carry a 10,000- 
pound bomb 5,000 miles and re¬ 
turn 5,000 miles to base, non-stop 
without refueling. 


Specifications 

Specifications of the Russian 
bomber (based on completely un¬ 
verified reports) compared with 
those of the B-36: 


Russian Plane 

Length: 167 feet 
Wingspan: 223 
feet 

Power: Six tur¬ 
boprops 


B-36 

162 feet 
230 feet 


Six piston, four 
jets; 41,000 
hp at 375 

mph, more at 
higher speeds 

Speed: Reports Air Force fig- 
vary. One ures merely 
says 450 mph state “in ex- 

cruise; an- cess of 435 

other 550 top mph” 


BOARD RE-ELECTS 
CONVAIR OFFICERS 

Convair’s Board of Directors 
last month declared a quarterly 
dividend of 40 cents a share, pay¬ 
able May 23, 1952, to stockholders 
of record May 12. 

Current directors were re-elect¬ 
ed at the annual meeting of 
stockholders held prior to the 
meeting of directors. 

Directors re-elected present 
Convair officers, including Floyd 
B. Odium, chairman of the board; 
LaMotte T. Cohu, vice-chairman 
of the board; J. T. McNarney, 
president; A. P. Fontaine, vice- 
president and general manager; 
T. G. Lanphier Jr., vice-president 
and assistant to the president; 
L. W. Miller, vice-president and 
acting treasurer; Robert B. 
Watts, vice-president and general 
counsel; Robert H. Biron Jr., 
J. V. Naish, R. O. Ryan, and 
R. C. Sebold, vice-presidents; 
G. T. Bovee, controller; and Ed¬ 
mund Burke, secretary. 




"Fill 'cr up again. 
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A "GENERAL" LAUGH—When audience at Convair SD Management Club gathering guf¬ 
fawed at wisecracks, Gen. Joseph P. McNarney, Convair president (circle), joined as heartily 
as any. On his left is R. H. Biron, vice president, and near him are Emmett McCabe, commu¬ 
nity relations and advertising manager, and B. F. Coggan, SD Division manager. Latter 
ducked his head just as picture snapped. Occasion was "Industrial Relations Follies of 1952" 
which drew crowd of nearly 1.000. 


TABLES TURNED—SD's Industrial Relations turned tables on selves at 
April Management Club meeting, lampooning own operations. At right 
is Dick Wilkens, Industrial Relations manager at SD, as he emceed show 
in tails and Texas boots. Above are H. W. Rubottom, burlesquing job as 
training supervisor, with Tom Wills, who played "new hire." Below are 
George Oatman and Howard Rountree. 


Former AF Flyer Now an Inspector at SD 
Flew Convair Planes From PT-1 to B-36 


Though quite a number of Con¬ 
vair pioneers worked on both the 
PT-1 (early model Consolidated 
plane) and the B-36, Sam F. 


As far back as they can re¬ 
member, Frank E. and John M. 
McManus Jr., brothers at Convair 
FW, have led “double-track” 
lives. 

The brothers, born and reared 
in Fort Worth, both graduated 
from North Side high school. 
Later they worked together at 
a local motor company before 
joining forces again at Convair, 
just nine days apart, in 1942. 
Since then their records have 
been amazingly parallel. 

John and Frank both began at 
Convair as helpers, and today 
they both hold the rank of fore¬ 
man. By another odd coincidence, 
they supervise Groups III in their 
respective departments—Frank in 
Dept. 76 and John in Dept. 44. 

Last month they made the pic¬ 
ture even more complete by re¬ 
ceiving 10-year service pins only 
a few days apart. 

Even the home life of the Mc¬ 
Manus brothers has followed 
similar patterns. Both are mar¬ 
ried and the parents of daughters. 
Only two years separate nine- 
year-old Judy, Frank’s daughter, 
and Cynthia, John’s daughter, 
who will be 11 this month. 

About the only time the 


Rogers of Dept. 27 at San Diego, 
retired Air Force major, is prob¬ 
ably the only Convair man who 
was on the “receiving end” for 


brothers steer different courses 
is when it comes to hobbies. John 
is a confirmed home movie fan 
while Frank prefers a speedboat 
any day of the week. 

Both have seen B-24s, C-87s, 
the B-32 and now B-36s go down 
the line. And it’s a sure bet that 
they’ll be around to have a hand 
in producing other Convair air¬ 
craft in the years to come. 



PARALLEL—John M. Mc¬ 
Manus Jr., left, and Frank E. Mc¬ 
Manus, FW brothers, look back 
over ten Convair years which 
have brought them parallel lives. 


both the early day trainer and 
the B-36. 

Rogers, a chunky, friendly in¬ 
spector who has been at SD about 
a year, retired after 30 years of 
service including action in two 
World Wars. Back in the 20s he 
was a crew chief at March Field 
and sent many a PT-1 (primary 
trainer) into the air and spent 
many hours flying in them him¬ 
self. 

“They were good ships for 
those days,” he recalled this week. 
“With everything going good we 
could hit 90! No brakes, you just 
coasted to a stop.” 

Rogers, who wound up his mili¬ 
tary career at Carswell Air Force 
Base at Fort Worth (adjacent to 
Convair FW), found the B-36 a 
different story. 

“I guess I had about 120 
hours in them before I retired. 

“I went along on several 
mock attacks on various cities. 
When the pursuits came up to 
try and intercept us it was a 
revelation. You should see what 
a pilot can do with a B-36 in 
the air!” 

Rogers’ only regret is that he 
was retired before he had a 
chance to complete his record by 
flying in the YB-60. 

Wounded in France in 1917 as 
an infantryman, Rogers shifted 
to the air arm after occupation 
duty and was stationed from 1927 
to 1930 at Rockwell Field, now 
the San Diego Naval Air Station, 
North Island. 

“I’ve shot quail a few steps 
from the landing strip!” he re¬ 
called. 

But PT-ls and B-36s aren’t the 
only Convair ships Rogers has 
flown. There were many more. 

“I hesitate to tell you this, be¬ 
cause it’s hard to believe,” Rogers 
continued. “But in Tunis I saw 
a B-24 land literally on a “wing 
and a prayer’ and it must have 
been a mighty strong prayer. 

“No. 2 engine was feathered, 
No. 3 was completely shot out, 
four feet of the right wing had 
been blown off, there was no 
landing gear, for the hydraulic 
system had been blasted. That B- 
24 made a belly landing and 
every man aboard walked away! 

“There were 252 bullet holes. 
I counted ’em!” 

Rogers is prouder of his latest 
grandchild than of anything that 
happened in the past. 

“He’s Frederick Wayne Edison, 
born to my daughter Patricia 
April 11 at 11 minutes past 11 
p.m. He weighed 7 pounds 9% 
ounces. He’s my seventh grand¬ 
child and my mother’s seventh 
great grandson and the seven¬ 
teenth great, great grandchild in 
our combined families. 

“Seven come eleven! I’ll bet 
even Texas can’t top that!” 


Commuter Rides 
Two Cars and Boat 

Convair SD’s Bob Sammon 
(Industrial Engineering) has 
his own version of “one if by 
land, two if by sea, and I 
on the opposite shore will 
be. . . . ” 

With Sammon it’s “two by 
land and one by sea, off to 
Convair, almost for free!” 

Complicated? Only slightly, 
but it involves two cars and a 
ferryboat. 

After driving his car back 
and forth from Coronado to the 
mainland, Sammon one day got 
the bright idea that he could 



beat the auto ferry toll by hav¬ 
ing a car at each end. (That’s 
what comes of being a systems 
analyst!) 

“So I acquired two cars— 
both fugitives from a junk 
yard. One I keep at Coronado 
and the other on the San Diego 
side. I drive to the ferry, be¬ 
come a pedestrian for the 
crossing, then start driving 
again,” he explained. 

He claims the saving has 
compensated for the capital in¬ 
vestment and now lie’s getting 
“dividends.” 

Though thrifty, he’s not self¬ 
ish with the idea. He has six 
riders every day! 

“I’m used to the system now, 
but at first I felt like a pony 
express rider!” he added. 


FW'S ROSS CARNEY 
ASKED TO CALL 
AT INAUGURATION 

Convair FW will be represent¬ 
ed at the inauguration of Louisi¬ 
ana’s new governor this month— 
thanks to the square dance call¬ 
ing talent of one of its em¬ 
ployees. 

Ross Carney, FW industrial 
engineer, has been invited to 
stage an exhibition square dance 
as part of the festivities. 

Carney was first approached 
while calling during the 1952 Fat 
Stock show at Fort Worth. 
Louisiana Senator D. C. McCann 
watched from the audience and 
later made a formal invitation. 
Carney, who is FW CRA square 
dance commissioner, has been 
calling for dances for nearly four 
years. 


Music Association 
to Open Campaign 

San Diego Civic Music Associa¬ 
tion’s annual membership cam¬ 
paign will open next week. 

Convair SD people taking part 
include Ellen Andreasen (Dept. 
1-51) and Winona Stamp (Dept. 
1-11). The former was among 
the leaders in last year’s cam¬ 
paign. 

“The association sponsors a 
minimum of six concerts during 
the year and admission is by 
membership card only. Cost is 
$6 for the year. Tickets may be 
obtained from me at room 705, 
building 19, ext. 283, or at Em¬ 
ployee Services in building 32,” 
Miss Andreasen said. Member¬ 
ship lists will be closed May 17. 
Attractions this year include 
Ballet Theatre and Vienna Choir 
Boys. 



TEX VERSION—Above "map" of the United States gives an 
accurate picture of the Lone Star State—from the eyes of Texans! 
According to legend, Texas "occupies all the continent of North 
America except a small portion set aside for the United States, 
Canada and Mexico ..." Map was drawn by Cartoonist Russell 
Byther, Dept. 6 FW. 



NOW AND THEN—Sam Rogers, SD inspector, looks over pic¬ 
tures of Convair airplanes that cover a wide span. Primary trainer 
at top, known as PT-1, was among ships Rogers flew in Army in '20s. 
He completed military career at Carswell, flying in B-36s. 

Brothers Follow Similar Careers 
Including Decade at Convair FW 
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High Texas Seas 


Building Olden Day Brigantine 
Climaxes 50 Years of Sailing 


You can bet your last oar that 
W. C. “Pop” Crane is one man 
who’ll never be without a boat! 

Crane is a veteran seaman* who 
has devoted most of his leisure 
hours during the last half cen¬ 
tury to sailing and racing in 
everything from 16-foot knock¬ 
abouts to 180-foot schooners. 

Although he no longer climbs 
aboard his own ship, he can al¬ 
most feel the spray when he 
looks at his latest hand-made 
model of a centuries-old brigan¬ 
tine. It is the twenty-fifth scale 
model he has built but the only 
one he owns. The others were 
given away. 

Crane’s first contact with ships 
came as a nine-year-old when his 
family first went to Nantucket, 
a popular summer resort on an 
island 35 miles off Massachusetts. 

His hobby of building model 
ships didn’t begin until he was 
a grown man with two sons of 
his own. One Christmas Crane 
gave his younger son some model 
airplane kits and in turn received 
a model ship kit from the boy. 

“He thought I should have a 
toy to play with, too,” Crane 
laughs. 

Crane carved his earlier ships 
from balsa but made the brigan¬ 
tine hull out of plastic. For tools 
he relied on a penknife, razor 
blades, sandpaper and his wife’s 
eyebrow tweezers. He has spent 
up to six months on some of the 


models, but completed the brigan¬ 
tine in a third that time. 

“It was a brig until my wife 
accidentally dropped it,” he ex¬ 
plains. In rebuilding the ship, 
Crane altered the rigging 
slightly. 

Complete to the smallest de¬ 
tail, the brigantine’s steering ap¬ 
paratus is no more than half an 
inch in diameter and the two tiny 
cast-lead anchors are only slight¬ 
ly longer. 

A miniature “boarding” ladder 
is suspended from the side of the 
ship and a tiny rowboat is mount¬ 
ed atop the cabin. Railing stan¬ 
chions originally were straight 
pins from his wife’s sewing bas¬ 
ket, and ordinary sewing thread 
was glued together to form the 
shrouds. Spars no longer than 
matchsticks are made of dowling 
and split bamboo. 

“The beautiful part about 
models,” Crane points out, “is 
that if something breaks, you 
just glue it back together!” 

Until Crane came to Fort 
Worth in July, 1950, he had spent 
most of his life in New England. 
Last summer was the first time 
in 51 years that he did not visit 
Nantucket. 

Crane was employed at Con- 
vair’s Allentown, Pa., division for 
two and a half years. He is a 
contract administrator at Convair 
FW. 



'OLD SALT'—W. P. "Pop" Crane, Dept. I I FW, examines fin¬ 
ished brigantine which he made as hobby. A native of New Eng¬ 
land, Crane has been interested in ships and sailing for more than 
half a century. 


Old Envelopes Posted Prior to 1900 in Demand 
Among Stamp Collectors, FW Club Man Warns 


Don’t throw away those old 
envelopes! They may be valu¬ 
able. 

Many persons discard old let¬ 
ters, postcards and envelopes 
without realizing their potential 
worth, according to W. E. Fouts, 
Convair FW stamp and coin pub¬ 
licity chairman. In cleaning out 



Fair and Warmer tomorrow? 
Check the weather bureau again 
—my corn says rain. 


attics, old trunks or basements, 
keep an eye out for mail posted 
prior to 1900, he advises. 

“Stamp Club members are in¬ 
terested in buying these ‘covers,’ ” 
Fouts explained. “Anything up 
to 1930 might be of some value. 
Those dated prior to 1847 are 
particularly prized.” 

Postage stamps first went into 
use in the United States in 1847, 
seven years after England insti¬ 
tuted the practice. Prior to that 
time, all mail was either hand- 
cancelled with pencil or pen or 
with a stamp to show the amount 
of postage paid. 

In addition to envelopes, FW 
Stamp Club members are in the 
market for out-dated hunting per¬ 
mit stamps. ‘ 

For information on the market 
value of stamps and envelopes, 
Fouts can be contacted at LO- 
3408 or ext. 4239. 

Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convalriety: 

Ext 5269 at FW 



SWINGING SMALLFRY—This group of half pint square dancers from City Recreation Depart¬ 
ment at Fort Worth won acclaim at Convair FW Management Club's "Kids Nite" celebration with 
their version of the dance. Young.sters range in age from three to five. 


*Loaded For Bear' 

Come What May, Oldster at FW 
Equipped For Nearly Anything 


J. A. Coates is a man with 
foresight! 

When the hardy 69-year-old 
realized a couple of years ago 
that he was about old enough to 
retire, he began planning how to 
spend his leisure time after he 
quit as a maintenance mechanic 
at Convair FW. 

“I’ve just about got everything 
ready now,” says Coates, refer¬ 
ring to a pickup truck outfitted 
for camping trips, the fishing 
pier he built in his spare time, 
and the sports gear he has ac¬ 
cumulated. 

It’s hard to tell whether his 
first love is fishing or hunting, 
but he’s well prepared for both. 

Coates’ T-shaped pier, adjacent 
to his home on Lake Worth, is an 
engineering masterpiece. He built 
the 145-foot all-steel structure 
unaided. Supports are railroad 
steel, quarter-inch boiler plate 
welded on top forms the floor, 
and at the end is a corrugated 
steel shelter house. Coates spent 
a year building the pier and now 
is adding guard rails and electric 
lights. 

Just off the end of the pier, 
Coates has created a haven for 
fish by submerging an old 
wooden boat with holes in the 
sides. He filled it with shrubbery 
and periodically feeds the area 
with a specially prepared bait. To 
land his catch he has a choice of 
six casting rods and reels. He 
also has an outboard motorboat. 

Coates is equally prepared for 
hunting. Last year he outfitted 
a three-quarter ton truck into 
comfortable living quarters and 
plans to initiate it this fall on a 
deer hunting trip to Colorado. 
When the top is raised, the truck 
bed forms a 7 x 7 Y 2 x 8 room. 

Built-in cabinets hold cook¬ 
ing utensils, hunting and fishing 
gear, ice box and provisions. Air 


mattresses and bedrolls provide 
excellent sleeping facilities. 

Coates’ gun collection includes 
a .22 Winchester, a model 70 
Winchester deer rifle (both with 
telescopic sights), two Browning 
automatic shotguns and a 10-shot 
Austrian Mauser automatic pis¬ 
tol. 

To help spot game in the moun¬ 
tains, the Convair man uses a 
65-power telescope and 8-power 
binoculars. 

“I’m getting all this stuff col¬ 
lected up now so when I take a 
notion to take out, I’ll have 
everything ready to go,” he ex¬ 
plains. 


Industrial Students 
Plan FW Plant Trip 

Sixteen students and faculty 
members of the Industrial Col¬ 
lege of the Armed Forces, Wash¬ 
ington, D. C., will look into Con¬ 
vair FW’s production methods in 
a special tour of the FW plant 
May 9. 

The officers, representing the 
Army, Air Force, Navy and Ma¬ 
rine Corps, are visiting Texas 
industrial installations. L. L. 
Turner, FW manager of Public 
Relations, is making arrange¬ 
ments. 


Exhibition of Sound 
Equipment Planned 

“Home music and high fidelity 
audio equipment” of interest to 
Convair SD technical men will be 
on exhibit today (May 7) and 
tomorrow, 1 to 10 p.m., at the 
Franciscan room, El Cortez hotel. 
More than a score of eastern 
manufacturers are slated to show 
equipment. The exhibit is open 
to the public. 


Convair Mother 
Cheers Racer Son 
But Can t Watch 

Although Johnny Moorhouse is 
nearing the top as a midget racer 
driver, his most enthusiastic fan 
seldom goes near the tracks. 

This one-woman fan club is 
Johnny’s mother, Mrs. Martha 
Moorhouse, Dept. 250 employee 
at Convair SD. 
Though she con¬ 
fesses she knows 
little about rac¬ 
ing, Mrs. Moor¬ 
house has fol¬ 
lowed every step 
of Johnny’s 
spectacular ca¬ 
reer with a 
mother’s intense 
interest. 

“But I get too 
nervous when I watch Johnny 
drive, so I usually stay home,” 
Mrs. Moorhouse says. 

Moorhouse, a Convair employee 
himself for about seven years, 
rated third among midget drivers 
on the Pacific Coast last year in 
the United Racing Association 
averages, Mrs. Moorhouse said. 
He also received one of the two 
national Jon trophies for out¬ 
standing racing sportsmanship, 
she added. 

“Johnny started racing about 
five years ago, but his heart is 
still at Convair,” Mrs. Moorhouse 
said. “He’d still be here if he 
didn’t love racing so much.” 

Moorhouse will compete in the 
Memorial Day races at Balboa 
Stadium in San Diego. 


FW Artist Winner 

New honors came to a Convair 
FW artist this month when 
judges chose James W. Boynton’s 
entry for one of the top prizes 
awarded at the Texas Fine Arts 
Association’s spring exhibition, at 
Austin. Boynton received a $250 
prize. 



MOORHOUSE 



READY FOR ANYTHING—Whether mood moves him for fishing or hunting or camping, J. A. 
Coates, Convair maintenance mechanic at Fort Worth, is prepared. He is shown with fishing g,ear, 
camp truck and pier he built himself. 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest organizations of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Activity suspended 
until fall. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 6260. Instruc¬ 
tion in South American dances, 3 to 5 p.m. each Sunday at CRA Recreation 
Center, 3854 Lackland Road. 

BAND—J. S. Lewis, commissioner, ext. 5284 ; home phone WI-4788. Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. each Thursday, CRA Recreation Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 6210. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. Second shift, W. Doom, 
ext. 3185. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meets at 8 p.m. each 
Friday at CRA Recreation Center. Master Point night May 9. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Second shift, J. D. Good¬ 
man, commissioner, ext. 6293. Field trip 10 a.m. May 12. Meet at CRA Recreation 
Center. 

CHECKERS, CHESS AND DOMINOES—W. E. Cooper, commissioner, ext. 2192. 
Play now under way during lunch hours and rest periods. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Group singing Mondays. 

Wednesdays and Fridays, 11:20 to 11:45 a.m. at 50-foot aisle. Col. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. Stanton Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Monthly meeting at 
8 p.m. May 8. Production of three-act comedy “John Loves Mary” at 8:15 p.m. 
May 21 through 24. All at CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Drive. 

FISHING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Monthly and Quarterly fish¬ 
ing contests under way with prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel 
cat caught with rod and reel or cane pole and line. Register weight of fish by 
last day of month at CRA office, ext. 5141. 

FOLK DANCING—For information call ext. 5141. Dancing ea^h second and 
fourth Tuesday, CRA Recreation Center. Beginners, 7:30 to 8.30 p.m. Advanced, 
8:30 to 10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3216. Second shift, J. M. Thompson 
Jr., ext. 2185. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Championship playoff 
at 50-foc‘ ."isle, 11:15 a.m. May 5, 6 and 7. 

HUNTING— R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Activity discontinued 
until fall. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 3188. Baseball tryouts 
and practice under way as follows: Arlington Heights—South High Mount school, 
R. W. Kneifl, mgr., FO-3374 ; River Oaks—Castleberry school, H. N. Barber, 
mgr., MA-8152 ; Ridglea and West Ridglea—Mary Louise Phillips playground, W. 
A. Gayler, mgr., SU-7060 ; White Settlement—ball diomond, A. W. rrne yer, 

mgr., PE-9494. Games scheduled nightly. Watch bulletin board for details. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Tuesday during lunch period in 50-foot 
aisle. Serial each Thursday. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Theory class, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays. Shop practice, 7 p.m. Fridays. Both at CRA Recreation Center, 

RIDING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Children’s classes 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays, and 5 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. Adult classes 11 
a.m. Mondays, 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. All at CRA Ranch 
Rental horses available every day except Monday to CRA members and their 
families. For evening classes contact Bill Wooten, ext. 3250. For day classes 
contact Mr. Patton at CRA Ranch. For trail and hayride reservations contact 
C. J. Hall at ext. 5141 or PE-0191. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Roping at 2:30 p.m. 
Sundays for all shifts; 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and Fridays. Second shift, 9:30 
a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. All at Circle R. Ranch. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner. Phone LO-2959. Second shift, J. B. 
Martin, ext. 5211. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissioner, ext. 3260. Dancing every 
Monday, Northside Recreation Bldg., 18th & Harrington. Beginners 7 to 8 p.m., 
advanced 8 to 10 p.m. Saturday night All-Shift Dance, May 24. 

STAMP & COIN CLUB—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 3131. Regular meet¬ 
ings, 7:45 p.m. first and third Tuesdays at CRA Recreation Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—Lucky Sawamura, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play during 
lunch hours at plant and at 7 :30 p.m. Sundays at CRA Recreation Center. Second 
and third shift play at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays. 

TENNIS—Fred Brown, commissioner, ext. 2247. 

VOLLEYBALL—W. B. Roberson, commissioner, ext. 2127. First shift, 7 to 9 
p.m. each Wednesday, Ernest Parker gymnasium on South Jennings St. Second 
shift, 10 to 11:30 a.m. each Tuesday, Recreation building on Vickery Blvd. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Washer 
pitching during lunch hours. 



RIDING HIGH—Wes Winn demonstrates one of simple tricks 
performed on back of speeding horse. Other tricks are not so easy. 
Winn will teach new class in trick riding to be held at CRA Ranch 
at Fort Worth. 

CRA Players Choose Light Comedy 
For Last Production of Season 


Rodeo Re-Set 
For May 18th 

Rodeo hands at Convair FW 
will try again May 18 to stage 
their second show of the year 
after the CRA show scheduled 
for April 20 was rained out. 

Rodeo time is 2:30 p.m. at CRA 
Ranch. 

Events include bareback bronc 
riding, bull riding, saddle bronc 
riding, wild horse racing, ribbon 
roping and calf roping. 

Several specialty numbers have 
been planned for added entertain¬ 
ment, according to Jimmy Shack¬ 
elford, roping club commissioner. 

Admission is 50 cents for adults 
and 25 cents for children. Tickets 
are available at CRA office. 


Is your boy eligible for CRA 
Little League ball club? 


Hard Ball Pitchers 
Needed by FW Club 

Hard ball nines at Convair FW 
moved out at a mediocre pace this 
week as an appeal for added 
pitching strength went out from 
Jack Brittain, CRA baseball com¬ 
missioner at FW. 

The Convair entry in the 
Major City League won one game 
and lost two in three starts. 

CRA’s Sunday League team 
went on a hitting spree April 27 
to capture a 15-4 victory over 
the Carswell AFB Air Police. 

David Cavenar pitched a two- 
hit game against the Ennis All- 
Stars to give CRA’s Negro hard 
ball nine a 9-5 victory. They 
have won one and lost one for 
the season. 

Brittain urged all potential 
pitchers to get in touch with him 
at ext. 3195. 


CRA’s Wing and Masque play¬ 
ers make a fast change from deep 
drama to light comedy for their 
final major production of the sea¬ 
son at Convair FW, June 4-7, 
with their version of “John Loves 
Mary.” 

The three-act comedy follows 
close on the heels of the hit pres¬ 
entation of “Joan of Lorraine” 
during April. 


Pelican Involved 
in This Fish Story 

“Do you see what I see?” 
C. W. Carlson asked J. W. Ratz 
last week as a dozen members 
of Convair SD’s Dept. 25 fished 
from a boat off Pt. Loma at 
San Diego. 

“If it’s a pelican with a col¬ 
lar and a necktie, then we’re 
seeing the same thing!” Ratz 



replied. “But nobody will ever 
believe it.” 

All members of the party 
aboard the Nan See Lil, in¬ 
cluding the boat owner, Ray 
Dumas, solemnly swear it was 
true. They speculate that some 
practical joker captured the 
bird and dressed him up. 


Skit Marks Meeting 
on Quality Control 

Theodore Hoffman, director of 
Quality Control for the Southern 
Air Procurement District at Fort 
Worth, was principal speaker at 
the April meeting of the Dallas- 
Fort Worth chapter, American 
Society for Quality Control. 

Also on the program was an 
original one-act play, entitled 
“Statistical Quality Control at 
Work in a Machine Shop.” Ap¬ 
pearing in the skit were A. H. 
Davis, Bill Howard, Dick Worth, 
Troy Mashburn, Troy Eubanks, 
Tom Richards and D. B. Tallon, 
all of Convair FW. 


Four Enrolled For 
Mobilization Class 

Four Convair FW officials are 
enrolled to attend a special Field 
Economic Mobilization Course 
being sponsored by the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces, 
May 12-23, at Fort Worth. They 
are V. C. Gillon, manager of Mas¬ 
ter Planning; Budge Lee, assis¬ 
tant chief industrial engineer; 
R. H. Schwarz, assistant chief 
engineer, and L. L. Turner, man¬ 
ager of Public Relations. 


Norman Krasna wrote the 
June offering. It was first pro¬ 
duced on Broadway in 1947 by 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Ham- 
merstein II, and a movie made 
later. 

“John Loves Mary” revolves 
around the return home of an ex- 
GI and his plans for marrying 
his sweetheart. John has married 
an English girl overseas in order 
to get her into America to marry 
an Army buddy of his who once 
saved his life. 

Complications set in when it is 
found the buddy is not only mar¬ 
ried, but is expecting an heir, and 
the sweetheart insists upon mar¬ 
riage immediately. 

Tickets are 50 cents and 25 
cents and are available at CRA 
office. 

The cast includes John Taylor, 
Bill Harrison, Jim Harris and 
Chet Steele, all of Dept. 6; Jean 
Harrison, Betty Trienen and 
Ruth Brown, wives of Dept. 6 
employees; Barbara Rothacker, 
wife of a Dept. 4 employee, Lois 
Halsey, wife of a Dept. 7 em¬ 
ployee, and Bryan Weickersheim- 
mer, Dept, 3. Director is Clyde 
Schrell, Dept. 6-5. 


Organization of the Convair 
FW CRA Model Railroad Club 
got under way this month with 
the election of officers. 

Executive officers include Glen 
Carter, Dept. 6, president; Jack 
Sheppeard, father of a Convair 
FW employe, vice-president; and 
Don Pritchard, Dept. 6, secretary- 
treasurer. 

About 20 persons attended the 
organizational meeting, Carter 
reported. Meeting times are 7:30 
p.m. each Tuesday at CRA 
Recreation Center. 


FW Trick Rider 
to Give Lessons 

Cowhands — “drugstore” and 
otherwise—at Convair FW now 
have an opportunity to develop 
any hidden potentials they may 
have as trick riders. 

CRA Riding Club Commissioner 
Jimmy Shackelford this week an¬ 
nounced that trick riding classes 
will get under way soon at CRA 
Ranch. 

“Only advanced riding students 
or those who have completed ad¬ 
vanced classes will be allowed to 
enroll,” Shackelford said. “Then 
most of the instruction will be 
given on the ground.” 

Wes Winn, showman and trick 
rider, has been retained to in¬ 
struct the classes, which will be 
conducted Saturday mornings at 
the ranch. Tuition fee for each 
one-hour class will be 50 cents. 
Registrations may be made now 
at the ranch. 


Engineers to Dance 
at Casino May 23 

Convair FW engineering per¬ 
sonnel will celebrate the recent 
successful maiden flight of the 
YB-60 with a party and dance 
Friday, May 23, at the Lake 
Worth Casino. 

Curly Broyles’ orchestra will 
provide music starting at 8:30 
p.m. The dance is sponsored by 
engineering supervision and CRA. 
Arrangements are being handled 
by Eldred Foster, Carl Heim and 
Rita Schavone. 


Ex-Convair FW Man 
Sought For Reunion 

Do you know the whereabouts 
of Jerry D. Folsom ? A group of 
his former Navy buddies would 
appreciate the information, if you 
do. 

Earl J. (Jimmy) Frusha, Con¬ 
vair FW E»jpt. 43 second shift, 
and other former crew members 
of the USS Ashland (LSD-1) are 
planning a reunion soon, and 
they’d like to include Folsom, be- 
believed to be a former FW 
employee. 

“Anyone else now living around 
here who served on the Ashland 
is invited to the reunion,” Frusha 
said. He may be reached at ext. 
5190. 


Discussion of the model rail¬ 
road “layout” to be set up at the 
CRA center will highlight the 
next meeting. 

In addition to executive officers, the 
following were given titles: J. E. Gath- 
ings, Dept. 6, general superintendent; 
W. H. Sheppeard, Dept. 9, master me¬ 
chanic ; H. F. Jarrott, Dept. 24, super¬ 
intendent of way ; W. M. Moseley, Dept. 
6, superintendent of motive power; 
Warren N. White, Dept. 6, superin¬ 
tendent of rolling stock; R. P. Bock, 
Dept. 6, signal superintendent; T. H. 
Halsey, Dept, 24, landscaping superin¬ 
tendent ; W. T. Inman, Dept. 24, super¬ 
intendent of bridges and structures ; and 
F. H. Chaddock, Dept. 6, yard superin¬ 
tendent. 



LUCKY NUMBERS—Winners in recent drawing for free baseball 
tickets at Convair FW thanked Judy Utley (left) of Dept. 4 and 
Dorothy Stanford, Dept. 7, for selecting their names from the thou¬ 
sands in squirrel cage. Total of 700 tickets were gjven away in first 
drawing. 



RAILROADERS—Convair FW model railroad fans took inven¬ 
tories of their equipment this week as plans for a model-craft club 
crystallized. Shown above is part of a collection belonging to C. C. 
Dannenfelser, Dept. 4, one of club's charter members. 


Model Railroaders Get Rolling at Convair FW 
With Glen Carter Named Club President 
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Other Champions Fall at FW 



DRESSING THE PART—Convair SD girls will shine this season 
on softball diamonds. First to try out new uniforms are Edith Fer- 
chaud (Dept. 64) who is helping Barbara Boyce (Dept. 22) into 
blouse as Rose Darling (Dept. 27) primps at mirror. Girls' first g.ame 
will be May 28 at La Mesa softball carnival. 

Thirty Teams Formed at SD 
as Softball Season Starts 

Softball was in the center of 


FW Moundsmen 
Tight With Hits 

CRA softball pitchers at Con¬ 
vair FW turned on the steam 
during the opening two weeks of 
play, posting one no-hit game and 
three one-hit games. 

Ike Duncan retired the Dept. 8 
softball team in the Convair 
League without a bingle as his 
Dept. 81 teammates slugged out 
an 8-0 victory. The Dept. 81 
entry is the only undefeated nine 
left in the Convair league. Dept. 
45 has won two and lost one. 

The Dept. 8 team had one big 
victory for the year to show for 
the work of R. B. Hewitt. Hewitt 
allowed Dept. 76 only one hit and 
drove in all six of his team’s runs 
on two homers. 

N. A. Martin registered a one- 
hit game for the Bombers of the 
Industrial League as they copped 
a 2-1 victory over T & P. The 
Bombers are now tied with Burt 
Garage for the loop lead. 

Vernon Hall hurled a one-hitter 
for the C.V.A.C. team in the 
Major City League as they won 
a 2-0 game from Carswell Air 
Force Base. The C.V.A.C. nine 
now holds a three-team tie for 
first place. 


Best Ball of 61 
Wins FW Golf 

Paul Ondo, Dept. 2 toured the 
links at Glen Garden Country 
Club in a blistering two-under- 
par 69 April 19 in the Fort 
Worth CRA golf sweepstakes— 
but failed to cop first in his divi¬ 
sion! 

H. L. Cole, Dept. 4 and G. A. 
Young, Dept. 44, grabbed class 
A honors for the two-man team 
event with a net 61. 

Class B ended in a three-way 
tie for first with C. E. Laechelin, 
Dept. 6, and C. A. Bay, Dept. 24, 
tying with the teams composed 
of T. W. Toler, Dept. 6, and R. 
H. Hands, Dept. 64, J. E. Ivey 
and R. E. Davis. The teams all 
posted best ball 64s. 

C. Wilkerson, Dept. 4, and J. L. 
Wilson, Dept. 61, won the Class C 
event with a net 61. 

Top spot in the class D division 
went to J. D. Belyeu and C. D. 
Bostick, both of Dept. 44, with a 
net 69. 

The next sweepstakes is sched¬ 
uled for May 17 at Ridglea Golf 
Course, according to F. F. Foster, 
golf commissioner. It will be 
Scotch foursome competition. 


Second Golf Class 
Series Will Start 

Beginning golfers at Convair 
FW last week found the “no 
vacancy” sign posted on CRA 
golf classes scheduled to open 
May 6. 

However, registrations are 
being accepted for the second 
series to begin around July 15, 
Fred Foster, CRA golf commis¬ 
sioner announces. Classes meet 
at Z Boaz golf course Tuesday 
through Friday afternoons and 
mce a week for second shift par 
chasers. 


Two San Diego CRA pistol 
teams are aiming their sights 
this week at the Pacific Coast 
regional pistol championship 
meet, to be held Sunday at the 
SD police pistol range. 

“We only have a fair chance 
of carrying away any of the team 
trophies,” said CRA Commis¬ 
sioner Ash Bishop, “but some of 
the team members stand excel¬ 
lent chances of winning individual 
events. 

“Of course we’ll be trying all 
the way in the team events,” he 
added. “But the service and po¬ 
lice teams—who “earn their liv¬ 
ing” with pistols—always make 
the competition stiff.” 

Team No. 1 is composed of 
W. L. Dittmann, captain; R. C. 


Roy Harrison, Dept. 27, suc¬ 
cessfully retained his plant-wide 
CRA badminton singles cham¬ 
pionship during the recent shuttle 
tournament by downing Bob 
Sprague, Dept. 6-1, in the finals. 

Other events, however, went to 
a new group of champions as the 


SD Little Leaguers 
Will Play Sunday 
at Annual Carnival 

First public appearance of 
Convair SD’s Little League 
baseball team will be at the 
league’s annual carnival at 2 
p.m. Sunday (May 11) at 
Presidio playgrounds, Manager 
Pete Beyrer said this week. 

The Convair “Juniors” will 
play in one of two short games 
of the afternoon, probably 
against Ryan or Hillcrest Lions, 
Beyrer said. They officially 
open their season against Solar 
at 5 p.m., May 14, also at 
Presidio. 

“We completed our team ros¬ 
ter about 10 days ago and we’re 
about ready to go,” Beyrer 
said. “The club is a little small 
this year, but we’re expecting 
big things,” he added. 

Last year Convair was near 
the top in league standings all 
season, but was edged out by 
Solar in the playoff series. 


First Games Played 
by Little Leaguers 
in New Ball Park 

CRA’s Little League basketball 
loop moved into action for the 
first time last week in their new 
scaled-down park at CRA Ranch. 

The Arlington Heights Yellow 
Jackets and the River Oaks Pi¬ 
rates clashed Friday while West 
Ridglea’s Panthers and the White 
Settlement Indians followed yes¬ 
terday (May 6). 

The park, three-fourths the 
size of a major baseball diamond 
is complete with fences and dug- 
outs. Teams play once a week 
until school is out and twice a 
week during the summer. All 
games are at 5:30 p.m. 


CRA to Back Any FW 
Qualifier in U. S. Open 

A special incentive for any 
CRA golfer at Convair FW who 
plans to enter the National Open 
at Dallas, June 12-15, was offer¬ 
ed this week by F. F. Foster, golf 
commissioner. 

Any CRA golfer who qualifies 
in the select field will be spon¬ 
sored by CRA for the remainder 
of medal play. 


Manning, Carl Corden and R. B. 
Hatcher, all Dept. 6, with Jim 
Halfacre, Dept. 345 as alternate. 

Team No. 2 members are Ash 
Bishop, Dept. 401, captain; Harold 
Jenson, Dept. 403; Lacey Buck¬ 
ner, Dept. 406; and J. J. Baxter, 
Dept. 13, with Ralph Castaneda, 
Dept. 6, as alternate. 

Veteran competitor Rod Pease, Dept. 
31, took dual honors in the April 
matches of the CRA Pistol Club with a 
293 score in the master class of the 
police course and 290 in class A of the 
short national match course. 

Expert class in the police course was 
won by Jake Nerlinger, Dept. 31, with 
a 282 ; sharpshooter by D. D. Stewart, 
Dept. 25, with 276 ; and marksman by 
A1 Cunningham, son of Roy Cunning¬ 
ham, Dept. 22, with 263. 

Class B in the short course was won 
by Jim Halfacre, Dept. 345, with 276 ; 
and class C by R. Castaneda, Dept. 6, 
with 246. 


1952 season’s top shuttle contest 
ended. 

Charles Samson, Dept. 6-2, and 
Bob Sprague copped the men’s 
doubles by stopping Walter Brad¬ 
ley, Dept. 8, and Phil Mahaffey, 
Dept. 6-2. 

Mrs. Roy Harrison teamed with 
Samson to win the mixed doubles 
event over Roy Harrison and Rita 
Schavone, Dept. 6. John Riza, 
Dept. 6-5, and Paul Bender, 6-5, 
won the men’s doubles consola¬ 
tion bracket by stopping Jack 
Elrod, Dept. 6-2, and Harold Eng¬ 
land, Dept. 6-2. 

Riza also won the men’s sin¬ 
gles consolation bracket with a 
victory over Harold England. 

Individual trophies were pre¬ 
sented to the winning players by 
Phil Mahaffey, CRA badminton 
commissioner. 

Badminton play has been sus¬ 
pended for the summer months 
and will open again shortly after 
Oct. 1, Mahaffey says. 


HARRISONS SCORE 
IN OKLAHOMA OPEN 

The Roy Harrisons of Convair 
FW shone recently in the Okla¬ 
homa Open badminton tourna¬ 
ment. 

Harrison, Dept. 27, and Fred 
Russell of Dallas won the vet¬ 
eran’s doubles, while Mrs. Harri¬ 
son and Texas Landtroop of Fort 
Worth were runners-up in the 
women’s doubles. Mrs. Harrison 
with Nick Roberts of Dallas won 
the mixed doubles. 


Players Seek Berths 
on CRA Tennis Team 

Tryouts and practice sessions 
for the Convair SD tennis team 
are scheduled for 9:30 a.m. each 
Saturday, beginning May 10, Dick 
Collier, CRA commissioner, an¬ 
nounced this week. 

The workouts will be at Morley 
Field, near the head of Texas 
Street in Balboa Park. Matches 
with other city and industrial 
clubs are being arranged for this 
summer, Collier said. 

Further information may be 
obtained by calling Collier, ext. 
1463, or evenings at his home, 
B-1352. 


FW Keg Loop Counts 
Six ‘Pioneers' Left 

Convair Fort Worth’s Engi¬ 
neering bowling league, which re¬ 
cently completed its tenth season, 
this week counted only six char¬ 
ter members left in its ranks. 

They are: J. W. Johnson, L. C. 
Patton, H. F. Crawford, Wendell 
Eldred, Jerry Kohen and D. H. 
Kirk. Not one has missed a sea¬ 
son. 

“The league has moved three 
times during the decade but it 
couldn’t shake us. We’re the ‘last 
of the Mohicans,’ ” they agreed. 


the sports spotlight at Convair 
SD this week, with over 30 teams 
in either the practice or plan¬ 
ning stage. 

Two clubs, under CRA spon¬ 
sorship, have entered the annual 
pre-season softball tournament, 
which got under way Monday to 
classify teams for later city 
league play. Playing in the tour¬ 
ney will be the Convair-Liners, 
under the management of Ernie 
Damarus, and the Convair Eagles, 
managed by Gil Crosthwaite. 

CRA is also sponsoring a girls’ 
team, which will represent Con¬ 
vair in the San Diego County 
League. Co-managers of the 
team are Ray Reinagel and Mike 
Brooks. 

At least four plant leagues, in¬ 
cluding one for second shift, will 
be formed this year, says Tony 
Berardini, CRA commissioner. 
Twenty-five day shift teams have 


One of the hottest fields since 
1944, when Sam Snead was repre¬ 
senting Naval Training Station, 
has developed in the champion¬ 
ship flight of the San Diego In¬ 
dustrial golf tournament. 

Standouts as having the best 
chances of success are four 
former professionals who have 
traded the “play for pay” ranks 
for positions at Convair. 

They are Pete Lamb, a pre¬ 
vious Industrial champion; Frank 
Rodia, veteran with several Pa¬ 
cific Northwest tournament 
trophies to his credit; Ted Dorius, 


registered for the pre-season 
plant tournament, which begins 
Monday (May 12). 

“We need at least four or more 
additional teams for the night 
shift league,” Berardini said. 
Teams may be registered for this 
league by calling Pete Beyrer at 
W-8-3030 before 9 p.m., or at 
plant extension 1245. 

Managers of the 25 day shift teams 
are: Dept. 55, John Romeo, ext. 617 ; 
Dept. 345, Ray Brasel, ext. 753 ; Dept. 4 
(Transportation), W. McPhatter, ext. 
679; Dept. 115, Vic Rocco, ext. 730; 
Dept. 4, Tony Brunner, ext. 551 ; Dept. 
65, N. G. Sanders, ext. 633; Dept. 31, 
Tony Martinez, ext. 268; Dept. 375, 
Lou Padilla, ext. 1060. 

Dept. 11, John May, ext. 417; Dept. 
6 (Power Plant), Art Viescas, ext. 1105; 
Dept. 6 (Elec.), Ed Lafko, ext. 1105; 
Dept. 225, R. R. Ouchey, ext. 573 ; Dept. 
235, O. P. Ray, ext. 429; Dept. 6 (Loft), 
Bob Davis, ext. 1105 ; Dept. 3, Bob 
Hyde, ext. 1161 ; Dept. 44, P. W. Byrd, 
ext. 1201 ; 

Dept. 406, A1 Alfferos, ext. 785 ; 
Dept. 25, Bill Goetz, ext. 295 ; Dept. 
300, Morris Cole, ext. 1165 ; Dept. 842, 
Bill DeWitt, ext. 8-509 ; Dept. 851, Jerry 
Easley, ext. 8-509 ; Dept. 45, Charles 
Splinter, ext. 1747; Dept. 350, Red 
Basile, ext. 233 ; Dept. 340, L. B. Seim, 
ext. 624 ; Dept. 102, Rocky Walker, ext. 
328. 


the defending champion;and Art 
King who lost to Dorius on the 
twenty-second hole in the semi¬ 
finals of the 1951 plant tourney. 

While the four former pros 
are favorites, the bracket is 
rounded out with a number of 
low handicap shooters capable of 
giving serious competition any¬ 
where. 

First round matches were play¬ 
ed Sunday, and 14 of the 16 play¬ 
ers in the championship flight 
work at Convair. Twelve flights 
—192 players—are in the tour¬ 
ney. Low handicap flights, in¬ 
cluding championship, are play¬ 
ing prelims at La Jolla; middle 
handicaps at Mission Valley; and 
high handicaps at Balboa. All 
semi-finals (May 18) and finals 
(May 25) will be at Mission 
Valley. 

First match pairings in the 
championship flight were Lamb 
and Russ Osgood, Jerry Vaughn 
and Bill DeWitt, Matt Kimmel 
against Ted Dorius, C. Maxfield 
and Jack Nichols, King and Jerry 
Piemeisl, E. L. Martin and Tommy 
Thomason, E. Spurr and Earl 
Ensign, and Ken Ellis and Rodia. 
All except Spurr and Ensign are 
from Convair. 


Is it news? Grab a phone and 
call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5269 



THE HECKLERS—These keglers at FW copped first place in 
Engineering League play for winter league. Left to right are C. T. 
Jones, J. E. Craig, W. W. Hill, V. L. Salzman, T. K. Lance and E. C. 
Schneider. 


Pistol Club Enters Two 
Teams in Regional Meet 


Fast Field Tees Off For First 
Round of SD Industrial Golf 
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REPEAT PERFORMANCE—For three members of Convair FW crew (B. A. 
Erickson, W. P. Easley, J. D. McEachern), first flight of YB-60 brought memories. 
They were aboard XB-36's first flight Aug. 8, 1946. Crew, left to right x C. T. 


Jones, McEachern, R. P. Scott, L. C. Brandvig. E. J. Nadolski. A. S. Witchell, 
Erickson, Easley. Airplane now faces rigorous test program to prove its ca¬ 
pabilities. 



THEY ALSO SERVE—Though on sidelines, first flight of YB-60 was experience for these Convair 
families of crew members. At left is Doris Scott and Steven, 4. At right is Barbara McEachern with 
Jimmy, II, Alex, 5, and Eric, 21/2- Alex was born same day XB-36 made first hop, preventing Mrs. 
McEachern from watching that flight. 

'Youngest' Convair Veteran Among 
Four to Get 25-Year Service Pins 


First YB-60 in Flight Test, 
Sister Ship Will Follow 

It was one “up” and another to go this week for the 
men who 'build Convair YB-60s. 

Even before the first of the new all-jet bombers was 
in the air on its initial flight, April 18, the Development 
employees at Convair FW who built it had turned their 
full attention to completing a sister ship.. 


Four more “senior citizens” at 
Convair SD last month joined the 
ultra-exclusive ranks of the 
“Quarter-Century” Club., the 
largest number to receive 25-year 
service pins at any single time 
to date. 

Three of the four, W. A. Ring, 
W. H. Meyers and G. E. Kiener, 
received their 
awards April 16 
from Bernard F. 
Coggan, when 
the new SD 
Division m a n - 
ager made his 
first pin presen¬ 
tation since as¬ 
suming office 
April 1. The 
fourth, C. B. 
Carroll, was out 
of town on that 
date and received his pin later. 

Meyers claims the distinction 
of being the youngest Convair 
employee ever to receive the 25- 
year award. A check of the rec¬ 
ords shows he is 42, about six 
months younger than was Earl 
H. Wesp—previous “youngster“ 
—when he received his award two 
years ago. 

Meyers joined Convair via 
Tonawanda Products, a tool 
manufacturing subsidiary. When 
Consolidated absorbed the com¬ 
pany a few years later, he was 


retained as a tool-maker. He was 
one of the first employees to 
move from Buffalo to San Diego 
in the exodus of 1935, and he 
helped set up the first tool room 
in the new plant. He’s now gen¬ 
eral foreman in charge of Depts. 
401 and 403. 

Kiener was working in the 
automobile body industry before 
coming to Consolidated, although 
he worked for an airplane mag¬ 
neto concern during World War I. 
He was also one of the first em¬ 
ployees to make the trek from 
Buffalo to San Diego, arriving 
in time to help unload the freight 
cars carrying company equip¬ 
ment. Kiener has worked with 
sheet metal during most of his 
Convair career, and at present is 
assistant foreman in Dept. 102 in 
charge of making doors for the 
model 340. 

Both Meyers and Kiener have 
worked on most of the models 
produced by Convair, and both 
recall the YIP-25, an almost for¬ 
gotten forerunner of the P-30 and 
P-30A. 

Ring and Carroll were members 
of the original Consolidated five- 
man engineering research staff 
(Convairiety, Jan. 30, 1952.) 

Carroll came to the company by 
way of the automobile industry, 
while Ring was a designer for the 
Army Air Corps prior to joining 
the Consolidated staff. Both are 
still in Engineering. 


Essay Scholars 
Cut to Five 

From an original field of 50, 
entries in the annual Convair SD 
Management Club scholarship 
contest last week were narrowed 
down to five, J. F. Good, scholar¬ 
ship chairman, said this week. 

“Personal interviews are the 
next step. Sometime next week 
our committee must select the 
three winners,” Good said. “And 
it would be a hard job even for 
Solomon. The winners will be 
announced later this month.” 
Three disinterested San Diego 
businessmen will make the final 
selection. 

First phase of the contest was 
submission of essays on the sub¬ 
ject of: “What Is Industry’s Re¬ 
ward for Education?” Quality 
of all essays submitted was ex¬ 
tremely high, said Good. But 11 
were outstanding and went into 
the “semi-final” round. 

A questionnaire which probed 
into educational and personal 
background was used to select 
the five finalists. 

First-place winners will receive 
$500, second $400, and third $300. 
Awards will be paid to the credit 
of winners at any accredited 
school for books, tuition, accom¬ 
modations and other fees, Good 
said. 

“There were only about a third 
as many contestants as last 
year,” said Good. “But competi¬ 
tion was limited for the first time 
this year to immediate relatives 
of currently employed Convair 
people. 

“In previous years any recent 
high school graduate in the San 
Diego area could enter,” he said. 
“So we’re well pleased with the 
showing.” 


Airline Men Arrive 
For Course in 340 

Seven future Convair-Liner 340 
crew members from Finland’s 
Aero O/Y airline arrived Monday 
at Convair SD to begin a four to 
six weeks 340 familiarization 
training course, H. W. Rubottom, 
training supervisor, said this 
week. 

Others arriving for the course 
were three representatives from 
Hawaiian Airlines, one from The 
Texas Company and three from 
Civil Aeronautics Administration. 


“We learned some lessons in 
building that first one. The next 
will come easier,” A. P. Higgins, 
Development manager, com¬ 
mented. 

Although the most difficult 
part of the YB-60 task has been 
accomplished, it will be a long 
time before Development men 
forget their eight-month, mile-a- 
minute dash to get that first ship 
into the air. 

It started last year when, after 
many months of preliminary 
studies and reports by Convair 
engineers, the Air Force awarded 
a contract to build two of the 
swept-wing bombers. Responsi¬ 
bility for building them was as¬ 
signed to Higgins, formerly chief 
tool engineer. Higgins started 
recruiting experts like a big 
league baseball manager drawing 
an all-star team with all the Na¬ 
tional league to draw from. 
Under the direction of Vinko 
Dolson, chief Development super¬ 
visor, the FW Division was 
combed for qualified men and in¬ 
dividuals were picked from al¬ 
most every department to form 
the team. 

The team soon picked up Hig¬ 
gins’ enthusiasm and their faith 
in the project was reflected in 
the round-the-clock work sched¬ 
ules in the Development hangar 
and the speed with which the 
first ship took shape. Just eight 
months after the start, the YB-60 
was ready for power plants! Be¬ 
hind them lay so many broken 
production records that no one 
could count them. 

When the final engine was re¬ 
ceived April 4, crews under W. P. 
Woods, Development manufactur¬ 
ing superintendent, finished in¬ 
stallation in record time and the 
plane was rolled out April 6 
where Development field opera¬ 
tions crews under Supt. R. W. 
Dodd took over. 

The first engine run was con¬ 


ducted April 9, power runs were 
completed April 12 and the new 
ship taxied for the first time 
April 15. 

April 18, just 14 days after the 
final engine was received, the 
swept-wing bomber roared into 
the air for the first time. Divi¬ 
sion Manager August C. Esen- 
wein said: “The whole project 
was handled by everyone concern¬ 
ed—from mechanics and helpers 
to supervisors—in a most unusual 
fashion. I’ve been in the aircraft 
business for a long time, and in 
many places, and I have never 
seen a finer attitude or perform¬ 
ance than here at Convair.” 

Said Pilot B. A. Erickson: 
“Performance on the first flight 
was excellent and a credit to 
those who built her.” 


Cal Moore's Calls 
Lead 1,500 Dancers 

Square dancers estimated at 
1,500 from several states, whirled 
to the chant of Convair FW’s 
Calvin Moore recently during the 
Four States Square Dance Asso¬ 
ciation’s spring festival at Texar¬ 
kana, Ark. 

Moore, veteran FW caller and 
television star, was featured 
caller at the April 26 event. Dur¬ 
ing the afternoon he conducted 
a square dance clinic. 


Washington Display 
to Feature Convair 

Visitors to the Armed Forces 
Day celebration May 17 and 18 
at Bolling Air Force Base, Wash¬ 
ington, D. C., will get a glimpse 
of Convair. 

A display booth with photo¬ 
graphic murals of all Convair- 
made aircraft will be set up, in¬ 
cluding the 43-inch wingspan 
model of the B-36. Convair’s 
Washington office is in charge of 
arrangements. 



THREE QUARTER CENTURY—Bernard F. Coggan, SD Division 
manager, joins hands with three new members of "Quarter-Century" 
Club after awarding them 25-year service pins. Left to right: 
Coggan, W, H. Meyers, W. A. Ring and G. E. Kiener. 



DEVELOPMENT—These Convair FW men played major role in 
building YB-60 and readying it for flight. Seated is A. P. Higgins, 

Development manager. From right to left are W. P. Woods, development 
manufacturing superintendent; V. Dolson, chief of development administration, 
and R. W. Dodd, development field operations superintendent. 
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Burger's Lake Chosen for CRA Beach Club Activities 


This Summer 





Published every other Wednesday by Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corp. 
For the benefit of Convair people everywhere. 


SAN DIEGO, CALIF. POMONA, CALIF. DAINGERFIELD, TEX. FORT WORTH, TEX. 


FW EDITION 


* + 


Include CRA Beach Club 
in your summer 
plans. 


Vol. 5, No. I I 




Wednesday, May 21, 1952 


Con-Trib-Club' Goes Over The Top 




For CRA Folk 


Big Vote 


Special Beach 
Tickets Issued 


'Give Once' 
Plan Wins 


UNVEILED—Convair's YB-60, built at Fort Worth for Air Force, has been closely guarded secret 
in many respects. Only those immediately concerned saw ship before it left hangar last month for 
first time. Even during taxi runs and first flight few saw it except at distance. Last week Air Force 
released variety of views for first time. See back page. Photo above was taken by Fred Carlile, 
FW photography supervisor, from helicopter. 

YB-60 Earns Big Brother' 
Title as Length Tops B-36 

Convair’s YB-60, swept-wing,; photographs and virtually no in¬ 
formation on the YB-60. 


Take those swim suits out 
of moth balls, dust off the 
old picnic hamper and load 
up the family for an outing. 
CRA Beach Club is open for 
the summer! 

This welcome word was issued 
this week at Convair FW by CRA 
President Fred Foster. 

Burger’s Lake, long one of the 
favorite swimming sites in Fort 
Worth and Tarrant County, has 
been selected for this year’s beach 
club acivities. 

“We had several situations in 
mind in selecting Burger’s,” says 
Foster. “There is ample beach 
area, picnic facilities and parking 
space to take care of large 
crowds. 

“Too, it’s located much nearer 
all parts of Fort Worth than the 
site used last year at Lakeside 
Park on Eagle Mountain Lake.” 

However, CRA was not able to 
secure an exclusive lease of Bur¬ 
ger’s Lake, Foster says. The lake 
will remain open to the general 
public as well as CRA members. 

Special books of tickets for 
CRA members have been print¬ 
ed and are on sale now at CRA 
office. 

One book sells for $1.50 for 
10 admissions and is good on 
any week day, Monday through 
Saturday. 

The second book is for Sun¬ 
day and holiday use and can be 
purchased for $3 for 10 admis¬ 
sions. 

The books are available only at 
CRA office and cannot be pur¬ 
chased at Burger’s Lake, Foster 
adds. 

Burger’s is located about 15 
minutes from downtown Fort 
W'orth on Meandering Road and 
is serviced by city buses at all 
times. 

Large groups will find suffi¬ 
cient space within the grounds 
for staging picnics or swim par¬ 
ties, Foster points out. 

An abundance of trees offer 
(Continued on page 2) 


1,000-HOUR B-36 
FLYERS HONORED 

More than 200 Carswell Air 
Force Base personnel who have 
accumulated at least 1,000 hours 
individual flying time in B-36s 
will be awarded gold pins in a 
ceremony at 9:30 a.m., May 24, 
in the base theatre. 

FW Division Manager August 
C. Esenwein will make the pres¬ 
entations and Brig. Gen. J oe 
Kelly, 19th Air Division comman¬ 
der will congratulate them indi¬ 
vidually. Others participating in¬ 
clude Col. J. A. Roberts, com¬ 
manding the Seventh Bomb Wing, 
and Col. T. P. Gerrity, command¬ 
ing the Eleventh Bomb Wing. 
Present for Convair will be B. G. 
Reed, M. L. Hicks, R. D. O’Neal, 
all assistant division managers. 

Wives and children of the men 
honored will be present and the 
585th AF band will play. 

In a parallel ceremony, Esen¬ 
wein will present identical pins 
(Continued on page 2) 


all-jet counterpart of the famed 
B-36 global bomber, has often 
been described as a “big brother” 
of the B-36 and rightfully so, ac¬ 
cording to over-all figures on the 
YB-60 released for the first time 
last week by the Air Force. 

The figures show that the YB- 
60 is nine feet longer and three 
feet three inches taller than the 
B-36! 

However, the YB-60’s wing 
span is 24 feet less than that of 
the B-36, due to the greater de¬ 
gree of sweep of the YB-60. 

Air Force officials relaxed 
their restrictions on statistics and 
photographs of the YB-60 last 
week after a stepped-up flight 
test program at Convair FW 
made it impractical to continue 
restrictions. Previously, the Air 
Force had released only two 


The first picture was released 
April 6 when the YB-60 rolled 
out of the development hangar 
for the first time. On April 18, an 
initial take-off view of the sky 
(Continued on page 2) 


A corporation wide plan to 
groom Convair candidates for 
executive positions within the 
company and to prepare current 
executives for higher posts went 
into effect recently at all divi¬ 
sions. 

Announced by A. P. Fontaine, 
Convair vice-president and gen¬ 
eral manager, the plan’s objec¬ 
tive is to systematically “dis¬ 
cover, appraise, counsel and train” 


The Convair employees 
Con - Trib - Club fund for 
Fort Worth charities was 
oversubscribed by $11,000 
in less than four days solici- 
I tation, it was announced by 
j August C. Esenwein, fund 
committee chairman and di¬ 
vision manager. 

! At end of four days solicita¬ 
tion, pledges of Convair employ¬ 
ees reached a total of $163,177 
for this fiscal year. The cam¬ 
paign goal was $152,000. 

With three days of solicitation 
yet to go, 76.6 per cent of the 
folks who work at Convair had 
joined in the plan to do away 
with numerous campaigns 
throughout the year in favor of 
a “sign once for all” effort. 

At close of business four days 
after start of the drive, 107.4 
per cent of the quota had been 
met. 

Of the 43 departments, all but 
12 passed their targets in the 
four days. Other departments 
were making last-minute efforts 
to go over the top. 

Night shift employees (second 
and third shifts combined) set 
the pace by pledging $62,528 
or 114 per cent of their quota. 
The second shift drive was head¬ 
ed by H. C. Deckard, night mana- 


promising individuals for more 
important duties. Specifically, 
the program involves all execu¬ 
tive levels between superintend¬ 
ent and president, embracing all 
intermediate line and staff posi¬ 
tions. 

Responsibility for putting the 
system into effect on a corpora¬ 
tion level rests with a master 
personnel committee with R. H. 
Biron, vice-president, as chair¬ 
man. Members include Fontaine, 
J. V. Naish, vice-president—Con¬ 
tracts, with Howard Rountree as 
secretary. Executive committees 
at each division will spearhead 
the plan locally. 


(Continued on page 2) 

Long Range Program to Prepare 
Candidates for Executive Posts 


Taking the lead for the Fort 
Worth executive committee are 
M. G. Burland, manager of In¬ 
dustrial Relations, and R. A. 
Wagner of the training section 
who has been named coordinator 
of executive development. Other 
(Continued on page 2) 


All Convair Divisions 


to Close Down May 30 

Convair’s divisions May 30 will 
close down normal operations to 
observe Memorial Day. 


Only skeleton Industrial Se¬ 
curity and maintenance personnel 
will remain on duty at San Diego, 
Pomona and Daingerfield. 


BEACH TIME—Such scenes as this will be "standard oper¬ 
ating procedure" this summer for Convair FW. Photo is of 
Burger's Lake which will be site for CRA Beach Club this summer. 


Centrally located, lake facilities are available to Convair people 
at greatly reduced fees. CRA was unable to obtain exclusive 
rights so lake will be open to public as well as Convair. 


At Fort Worth all employees 
will observe the holiday except 
those specifically notified by their 
supervisors. 
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Seek Ch tried 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Newly announced promotions to and 
within supervision, professional and 
administrative positions include: 

Dept. 4, Material: To material liaison 
man, J. H. Hoppy. To production change 
analyst, J. L. Elston, D. J. Bane, B. L. 
Allsbrook. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To design en¬ 
gineer senior, Truman Welborn, A. F. 
Stern, J. H. Davis, P. R. Carlton. To 
field engineer senior, R. G. Kisier. To 
weight coordinator, L. L. Cross Jr. 
To design engineer, G. W. Becher. To 
design specialist, D. H. Keeney. 

Dept. 7, Manufacturing and Tooling 
Management: To superintendent, H. 

Flower. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: To manufactur¬ 
ing engineer A, G. E. Mounce. 

Dept. 10, Budget: To supervisor, 
Howard E. Lee. 

Dept. 11, Contracts: To analyst B, 

S. J. Bertram. To photo assistant 
supervisor, R. E. Slawson. To analyst 
A, E. D. Biddle. 

Dept. 22, Production Control: To 

master schedule analyst, R. L. Phipps 
Dept. 27, Inspection: To assistant 

chief of inspection, L. G. Daigle. To 
assistant superintendent, A. R. Carson, 
R J. Warner. To inspection superin¬ 
tendent, J. N. Showers, R. J. Hendrick¬ 
son. ,, „ , . 

Dept. 65, Development Manufacturing: 
To foreman, C. R. Cottle. 

Dept. 75, Electronics: To assistant 

foreman, W. F. McAnulty, R. D. Mc- 
Goody. m ^ 

Dept. 76, Armament: To assistant 

foreman, R. L. Wright, E. K. Miles. 

Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, C. C. Mc- 
Claren. Dept. 6, A. W. Scholvin, C. L. 
Pawkett. Dept. 15, A. L. Carter. Dept. 
20, E. Brown. Dept. 24, B. B. Burnett, 
A. J. Tiroff. Dept. 25, W. A. Giles, E. 

T. Hart Jr., G. E. Nelon, L. L. Cathey, 
J. J. Carpenter, A. H. Cochrum, J. M. 
Collins, C. E. Jones, J. M. Luke, J. 
Rayfield, T. O. Smith, L. Degrate, W. 
Jones, J. H. Venters, J. R. Wilson. 

Dept. 27, W. W. Weaver. Dept. 31, 

D. E. Bone, C. W. Jettun. Dept. 43, 

C. M. Roberson. Dept. 44, F. W. Robe¬ 
son. Dept. 47, P. Elder. Dept. 52, H. 
Counts. Dept. 60, E. R. Boozer, D. E. 
Lavender. Dept. 61, W. J. Allen, W. 

A. Mauldin. 

Dept. 64, J. E. Barnett, C. Blakley, 
C. N. Gayler, W. J. Harvey, J. R. 
Owen. Dept. 65, M. Kirk, R. E. Snyder. 
Dept. 74, C. L. Parker Jr. Dept. 76, 

W. L. Roper. Dept. 81, R. Magers Jr. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 8, J. P. Young. 
Dept. 12, N. G. Smith. Dept. 20, E. M. 
McDonald. Dept. 22, R. G. Billingsley. 
Dept. 25, J. E. Devine, J. R. Hammond. 
Dept. 31, S. B. Bradley. Dept. 44, M. F. 
Cochrum, E. A. Hoffman, H. J. Thies- 
sen. Dept. 52, L. R. Erwin, T. N. 
Lawrence. Dept. 60, W. R. Martin. 
Dept. 64, L. O. Beasley. Dept. 65, H. 
H. Magee. Dept. 73, E. R. Tongate. 


Lost & Found 

FORT WORTH 

LOST—Wedding band with three dia¬ 
monds by B. J. Harris, Dept. 30, first 
shift. Please call ED-5913. 

LOST—Brown leather billfold belong¬ 
ing to F. L. Adams, Dept. 44, second 
shift. Lost April 30 in vicinity of Dept. 
44. Contains $43, wage review, identifi¬ 
cation, etc. Reward offered. Please call 
PE-4906. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

H. M. Garner, Dept. 44, and his wife, 
E. M. Garner of Dept. 31 wish to thank 
employees in those departments for their 
kindness and help during their recent 
misfortune when their house was de¬ 
stroyed by fire. 

s # « 

Jack and Helen Dollar express their 
appreciation for the kindness and 

thoughtfulness of co-workers following 
the recent death of their small daughter, 
Brenda Kay. 

* * * 

Mrs. C. B. Burge, Dept. 47, thanks 

employees of Dept. 52 and 47 for their 
consideration, especially J. B. Williams 
of Dept. 47 and J. M. Evans of Dept. 
52 for blood donations. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

BLOCK—Son, Larry Joe, 5 lbs. 14 oz., 
born May 8 to Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Block, 
Dept. 74. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following employees have received 
employee suggestion awards totaling 
$320.79 for the period ending May 13, 
1952: 

Dept. 4, Material: G. H. Crow. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: M. S. Reynolds. 
Dept. 27, Inspection: A. W. Swack- 
hamer. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: G. F. 
Ferguson. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: R. T. Shel¬ 
ton. 

Dept. 44, Nose and Tail: J. E. Curtis. 
Dept. 46, Mating & Wing Compon¬ 
ents: R. Y. Thomas Jr. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing & Engines: G. 
R. Brinson. 

Dept. 50, Final Assembly: R. C. Ben- 
fer. 

Dept. 75, Electronics: J. E. Butler. 
Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: J. H. Almond. 

Promotions 

GUIDED MISSILE 

Promotions to or within supervision 
effective Ma'y 1: 

Dept. 806, Engineering: To engineer¬ 
ing planning and estimating supervisor, 
Lee R. Champion. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS—Riders want¬ 
ed from vicinity of Ashland street. Sec¬ 
ond shift. K. E. Kouder, Dept. 6-7, 
phone PE-6350. 

Number Please? 

For convenience of FW 
employees, the following- tel¬ 
ephone extensions of vari¬ 
ous Employee Service desks 
are listed: 

Child Care Ext. 4250 

CRA Center PE-0191 

Lost & Found Ext. 4250 
CRA Office Ext.. 5141 
Group Ins. Ext. 4253 

Housing Ext. 4278 

Rider-Driver Ext. 4278 
Selective Service desk (in 
employment section) : Ext. 
4284. 


Long Range Plan to 
Develop Executives 

(Continued from page 1) 
members of the committee in¬ 
clude Division Manager August 
C. Esenwein, M. L. Hicks, B. G. 
Reed, R. D. O’Neal, J. W. Larson, 
V. C. Gillon, H. C. Deckard. 

“The program, known as the 
executive development plan, will 
enable us to better qualify our 
own personnel to fill new execu¬ 
tive positions in the corporation 
as they may develop,” Biron ex¬ 
plained. “Furthermore, the pro¬ 
gram will be tailored to help 
executives improve their current 
efficiency as well as prepare them 
to accept even greater respon¬ 
sibility.” 

The long range program in¬ 
volves several phases. Initial 
move is to inventory executive 
personnel and review their rec¬ 
ords, with studies on age distri¬ 
bution at various levels and fore¬ 
casts on future vacancies on the 
basis of retirement, advance¬ 
ment, life expectancy, etc. Sec¬ 
ond phase involves analysis of all 
current executive positions, estab¬ 
lishing specifications and stand¬ 
ards of performance. Following 
this, executive personnel and 
their positions will be compared 
and personnel identified with the 
executive posts at which they are 
aiming. 

Actual training will include on- 
the-job coaching, in-plant and 
inter-plant job rotations, in-plant 
training, university study, re¬ 
search, correspondence courses, 
etc. 

“The program is in keeping 
with the latest development plans 
already tested by other large cor¬ 
porations,” Biron continued. “We 
expect it to produce an even 
higher level of executive effi¬ 
ciency, as well as a means of put¬ 
ting our hands on the right man 
when the right position opens 
up.” 


Burger's Lake New 
CRA Beach Club Site 

(Continued from page 1) 
protection from the sun for pic¬ 
nics, and open areas can be used 
for games and other recreational 
activities. 

Lights are situated in all picnic 
spots along with garbage cans, 
water and other conveniences. 

A concession stand offers food 
and refreshments to those who 
prefer to buy their lunches rather 
than bring them. 


★ CchiJairietif ★ 
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GOLDEN IDEA—F. A. Rowland, general foreman, and J. D. Lanier, foreman, look over new "rain¬ 
bow" progress chart for Dept. 44, Section 2, at Fort Worth. As supervisors meet Cost Improvement 
quotas, rainbow grows and pot of gold is filled. 


'Pot of Gold' at Rainbow's End 
Marks CIP Successes For FW 


Con-Trib-Club 
Over the Top 

(Continued from page 1) 
ger, and Grady Henry, night fac¬ 
tory manager. 

Day shift employees also ex¬ 
ceeded their quota for 103 per 
cent, or a total of $100,648. 

Dept. 43 (bomb bay) led fac¬ 
tory direct departments by turn¬ 
ing in 127 per cent of their quota 
of $3,124, or $3,979. S. E. Keith 
is general foreman of Dept. 43. 

Dept. 31 (metal forming) rais¬ 
ed 122 per cent of the assigned 
quota, while Dept. 44 (nose and 
tail) raised 117 per cent to be¬ 
come other leaders in the factory 
direct drive. 

Sub-contracts (Dept. 26) paced 
indirect departments with 130 
per cent of the original quota 
raised. O. A. Dvorak is chief of 
sub-contracts. 

Dept. 20 (traffic) turned in 129 
per cent of its quota and Dept. 
15 (industrial security) raised 
126 per cent during the opening 
four days. 

The over-all record for the 
campaign was set by a combina¬ 
tion of Depts. 2 (division mana¬ 
ger), 5 (public relations) and 29 
(modernization inspection) which 
registered 141 per cent of the 
quota assigned. 

Among the departments tak¬ 
ing the lead in meeting the quo¬ 
tas on the first day were Depts. 
24, 29, 43, 44-1, and 44-2. 

Esenwein congratulated em¬ 
ployees for their work in the 
combined drive. 

“You have demonstrated once 
again,” he said, “that you have 
the welfare of the community at 
heart and that you are ready to 
give to the limit when the need 
exists and the cause is worthy.” 

Esenwein urged all employees 
who were on vacation or absent 
when the drive was conducted to 
sign up for the campaign as soon 
as they returned to work. He 
also asked employees who de¬ 
cide to join to contact their im¬ 
mediate supervisors. 

“On behalf of the employees 
Con-Trib-Club” committee, Pd 
like to thank each person who 
helped in putting over the cam¬ 
paign, especially those who acted 
as actual solicitors,” Esenwein 
said. 


FOX PAYS HURRIED 
VISIT TO CONVAIR 

Cries of “tally ho” echoed 
across the compass rose area 
at Convair San Diego last week 
as a number of Convair hands 
engaged in a brief but brisk 
fox chase. 

Just how a gray fox happen¬ 
ed to be in the center of San 
Diego only the fox knew. He 
was cornered at one point, es¬ 
caped through a hole in the 
fence into the plant proper, 
later fled out Gate 5 where the 
guards were unable to catch his 
clock number. When last seen 
he was merging with Pacific 
Highway traffic. 

“Wasn’t a fair test,” Richard 
McCranie of Dept. 375 com¬ 
plained. “We didn’t have any 
horses and hounds. ...” 


Supervisors in Convair FW’s 
Dept. 44 aren’t looking for that 
pot of gold at the end of the rain¬ 
bow—they’re trying to fill it! 

The rainbow and pot of gold, 
shown on a colorful and unusual 
progress chart, indicate accom¬ 
plishment under the Cost Im¬ 
provement Plan. The chart has 
been posted in Section 2 of Dept. 
44. 

Already the imaginary pot is 
over one-fourth full. To super¬ 
visors of that section, that means 
they’ve realized one-fourth of 
their CIP quota for this year. 

Under the Cost Improvement 
Plan, each department at the FW 
division is assigned a quota for 
savings over a year’s time. Super¬ 
visors then submit ideas on how 
to effect that savings by conserv¬ 
ing material, man hours or im¬ 
proving work methods. 

A breakdown of the quota ac¬ 
cording to “cost center” and in¬ 
dividual supervisor is shown on 
the chart. Cost centers are repre¬ 
sented by colors of the rainbow. 
As quotas are reached, the rain¬ 
bow is extended toward the pot 
of gold, which simultaneously 
fills up. 

V. H. Gallagher and C. D. Bos¬ 
tick are leading the race among 


1,000-HOUR B-36 
FLYERS HONORED 

(Continued from page 1) 
to 22 members of Convair FW’s 
Flight department who also have 
accumulated 1,000 hours flying 
time each. 

The pins are round, lapel size, 
carrying a B-36 emblem over an 
hour glass. 


In this age of alphabetical 
mumbo-jumbo, it’s easy to get 
mired down in letter abbrevia¬ 
tions. 

Take, for instance, the letters 
“C.P.F.F.” Too few employees at 
Convair FW have more than a 
foggy notion what the letters 
stand for. But they have an im¬ 
portant bearing on the security 
of every employee’s job. 

So important, in fact, that a 
recent month-long series of su¬ 
pervisory conferences held by Di¬ 
vision Manager August C. Esen¬ 
wein, and members of the FW 
Division executive committee was 
devoted solely to those four let¬ 
ters and what they mean. 

As explained in the confer¬ 
ences, C.P.F.F. stands for “Cost- 
Plus-Fixed-Fee,” which is the 
type of contract Convair FW has 
with the U.S. Air Force. 

Contrary to popular belief, it 
does NOT mean that the more 
money the company spends in 
filling its contract, the more 
money the company makes. 

Suppose Convair contracts to 
build $50 millions worth of air¬ 
planes for a fee of 6 per cent, 
or $3 millions. If it actually costs 
the company $60 millions to fill 
the contract, they still get only 


foremen while E. C. Burney and 
C. E. Marley are setting the pace 
for assistant foremen. 

“Not only is the chart an eye¬ 
catching piece of work, but it’s 
an effective incentive for partici¬ 
pation in the CIP program,” ac¬ 
cording to W. W. Pierce, superin¬ 
tendent of fuselage major as¬ 
sembly. 

Pierce added that similar prog¬ 
ress charts soon will be posted in 
Dept. 43 and Section 1 of Dept. 44. 
Stan Green of industrial engi¬ 
neering made the chart. 


YB-60's ’Big Brother' 
Title Proves Sound 

(Continued from page 1) 
giant was retouched and released 
to the press. 

Convair-built B-36s are 162 
feet long and stand just under 47 
feet high. The YB-60 is 171 feet 
long and measures 50 feet from 
the runway to the top of its tail 
section. The YB-60 has a 206- 
foot wing span as compared to 
230 feet for the B-36. 

The B-36 is powered by six 
Pratt and Whitney reciprocating 
engines and four J-47 General 
Electric jet engines. 

The YB-60 is powered by eight 
Pratt and Whitney jet engines 
designated J-57. The engines are 
the most powerful of their type 
now in use. 

The YB-60 was built in record 
time. A contract for two swept 
wing jet bombers was awarded 
Convair by the Air Force on 
March 15, 1951. Eight months 
later, the first of the two air¬ 
planes was ready for engines. 


the $3 million fee. In such a sit¬ 
uation, the fee actually is 5 per 
cent. (3 is 5 percent of 60.) 

It is also possible, though un¬ 
likely, for the company to realize 
no profit at all under a C.P.F.F. 
contract, and every business must 
show a profit in order to stay in 
business. 

When the company does turn 
out quality planes with estimated 
cost and on schedule, then it can 
show a profit under its C.P.F.F. 
contract. Which means that every 
employee’s job is then more se¬ 
cure. 

Supervisors have been remind¬ 
ed to keep constant watch to see 
that jobs are run as efficiently 
as possible. It is every employee’s 
responsibility to see that waste, 
rework and repair are kept to an 
absolute minimum, they were 
told. 

By working efficiently and 
being on the job regularly, every 
employee at Convair FW can 
contribute to the company’s suc¬ 
cessful operation under its “cost- 
plus-fixed fee” contract. And by 
making the company’s position 
more secure, employees also will 
make their own jobs more se¬ 
cure. 


Know What a "C.P.F.F/' Contract is? 
Here's a Simple Explanation 
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Fort Worth's Last Liberator Finds a Grave on Foreign Soil 


FW'S LAST LIBERATOR—In December of 1944 Convair Fort Worth saw last 
B-24 Liberator bomber roll off assembly line (left above), its sides carrying, variety 
of signatures just as did Convair San Diego's "V-Grand." Unlike V-Grand, how¬ 
ever, FW plane's ultimate end was no secret. After valiant service in India with 


Seventh Bomb Group it crashed (see below) on a take-off but not before an 
amazing coincidence. One of signatures on plane was that of M. B. Oarlock of 
Dept. 44 FW. His soldier brother Dick (right above) came across name during 
casual examination of ship overseas. Inset shows Convair's Oarlock. 



SD Assembler's Voice 
Used in Vote Appeal 

W. D. (Bill) Schackel, assem¬ 
bler at Convair San Diego, will 
be heard over the air 100 times 
this month urging Convair peo¬ 
ple to vote in the June 3 presi¬ 
dential primary. 

Schackel only had to appear 
once, however, for the appeal is 
a recording broadcast over sta¬ 
tion KFMB. Recommended by 
supervision as representative of 
Convair, Schackel got the assign¬ 
ment because he has a pleasant 
voice. 


Soldier Spots Brothers 
Name on B-24 in India 


On a cold, rainy day before 
Christmas in 1944, Convair FW 
employees watched silently as the 
last B-24 Liberator bomber rolled 
off the assembly line. 

Earlier, as the plane was 
moved from station to station in 
final assembly, thousands hastily 
scrawled their signatures on 
every conceivable part of the big 
bomber. After the B-24 left FW, 
it went first to the company’s 


Military Men 
See FW Plant 

Sixteen students and faculty 
members of the Armed Forces In¬ 
dustrial College visited Convair 
FW May 9 to tour the plant and 
to discuss problems, operations 
and mobilization plans of joint 
interest to the Armed Forces and 
Convair. 

The group was escorted on a 
plant-wide tour after breakfast 
at the plant cafeteria by J. Y. 
McClure, manager of quality con¬ 
trol; D. C. McDougal, program 
planning administrator, and B. V. 
Lee, assistant chief industrial 
engineer. 

A discussion period led by 
August C. Esenwein, FW Divi¬ 
sion manager, followed with Con¬ 
vair officials including J. W. Lar¬ 
son, FW chief engineer; J. H. 
Deitzer, chief of material; Lt. 
Col. Columbus Savage, AF plant 
representative, and the escorts. 

The visit was one of several 
made by the group to industrial 
plants over the nation to give the 
students first-hand information 
on industrial processes and allied 
practical problems that cannot 
be obtained from text books and 
lectures. 

Col. Donald D. Diehl, USAF, a 
faculty member, headed the 
group that included officers from 
the Army, Air Force, Navy and 
Marine Corps and civilian person¬ 
nel. 


By Air and Sea 


Convair Analyst Recalls First Pacific Hop 
Ended 'Sailing Flying Boat to Hawaii 


Aviation history includes many 
memories for W. M. Bowlin, 
Guided Missile Division test 
analyst at San Diego. He helped 
make some of that history him¬ 
self. 

Bowlin, who joined Convair 
a few months after retiring 
from the Navy three years ago, 
was: a crew member on the 
first attempt to span the Pa¬ 
cific Ocean by air, a pilot on 
Byrd’s second Antarctic expe¬ 
dition, a member of experimen¬ 
tal groups working on forerun¬ 
ners of the guided missile, and 
is a veteran of two World 
Wars! 

When Navy crews were se¬ 
lected in 1925 for the first at¬ 
tempt to fly from San Francisco 
to Hawaii, Bowlin was a natural. 
Qualified as a mechanic, radio¬ 
man and pilot, he was assigned 
to the PN-9 No. 1, one of two 
flying boats attempting the flight. 
In command of Bowlin's plane 
was Cmdr. John Rodgers, who 
earlier had established the Navy’s 
first air field on North Island, 
San Diego. 

“One plane was forced down 
by engine trouble only 300 miles 
out of San Francisco,” Bowlin re¬ 
called. 


“Ours, however, kept going 
until we ran out of gas a few 
hundred miles from our goal. 
So we rigged up a “main sheet” 
and literally sailed the rest of 
the way on the surface!” 

Although one of the several 
Navy surface ships stationed 
along the route was only 60 miles 
away, they were unable to make 
contact. Once down the flying 
boat had no radio communication, 
for its transmitter was dependent 
on an air propeller for power. 

“When we realized help wasn’t 
coming, we set a course for Ha¬ 
waii. We used wing fabric to 
make our sails and even invented 
a make-shift leeboard,” Bowlin 
continued. 

“The first 1,875 miles of the 
trip took 25 hours and 23 min¬ 
utes,” Bowlin added. “The last 
450 miles took nine days! Our 
food ran out the third day and 
the water was gone a day or two 
later. 

“We managed to catch rain 
water on the eighth day, and I 
can still taste it!” 

On the ninth day, with Kauai, 
northwesternmost of the Ha¬ 
waiian Islands in sight, a sub¬ 
marine spotted the plane and 
took it in tow. 

Eight years later, in 1933, 


Bowlin was again selected for a 
choice assignment. Because of his 
triple-threat qualifications—pilot, 
mechanic and radioman—he ac¬ 
companied Admiral Richard Byrd 
on the explorer’s second Antarctic 
expedition. He served as a pilot 
on all except one of the expedi¬ 
tion’s major exploration flights. 

When he returned from the 
Antarctic in 1935, Bowlin was as¬ 
signed to an experimental group 
which developed the “Drone,” a 
radio-controlled target plane. 
Experimenting with pilotless 
flight was not new to Bowlin. 
Back in 1921 he had worked with 
another group headed by C. E. 
Norden, inventor of the Norden 
bomb sight, on the gyro-control¬ 
led “Flying Bomb,” one of the 
earliest ancestors of the guided 
missile. 

During the early years of 
World War II, Bowlin served with 
another unit which experimented 
in offensive use of the “Drone.” 

Retirement in 1949 after 31 
action-packed Navy years was 
grand to contemplate but some¬ 
thing else to realize. 

“After a few months vaca¬ 
tion I felt like a fire horse 
without a fire. Now I’m back 
in the harness where I belong.” 


Tucson modification center and 
then to the China-Burma-India 
theater. 

No one knew the plane’s des¬ 
tiny. But recently information 
on that Liberator’s ultimate fate 
came to light. The story was re¬ 
vealed by M. B. Carlock, Dept. 60. 
Carlock was among those who en¬ 
dorsed the plane as it progressed 
toward completion. He was work¬ 
ing in Dept. 44 at the time. As 
he wrote, Carlock had no idea 
that later his brother, Dick, would 
be scanning those thousands of 
signatures in hopes of seeing his 
brother’s name. 

But that’s exactly what hap¬ 
pened. Dick was with the Air 
Force “somewhere in India” at 
the time, Carlock recalls. 

“I was in the hospital and was 
talking to a pilot that had just 
arrived overseas,” Dick told his 
brother afterward. “He said 
there sure was a ‘sharp-looking’ 
job that left the States in his 
wing and then he told us about 
the B-24 from Fort Worth, so I 
was on the lookout for it. About 
a week later she came to our 
base at Ondol.” 

While he and his buddies were 
inspecting the ship, Dick spotted 
his brother’s name and made 
some snapshots. 

“Just for fun, I went up on a 
test hop in it,” Dick said. “Then 
the plane was taken to Panda, 
India, where it was assigned to 
the Seventh Bomb group and flew 
missions over Burma.” 

Dick was able to keep a close 
check on the ship in the weeks 
that followed. And he was even 
on hand to make photographs 
when it met an untimely end. 

“One day they flew the plane 
down to Duncurda with some 
USO troops. It landed okay, but 
on take off the pilot pulled the 
wheels before he was flying and 
cracked up. Damage wasn’t great 
but they took a bulldozer and 
pushed it off the runway and 
then to the salvage dump.” 

That’s where he made the last 
of several pictures of the Libera¬ 
tor. 



4J.S.N A V Y 


HISTORY MAKER—Convair Missile Division's W. M. Bowlin has memories of 
aviation pioneering that aren't all carried in history books. Center shows plane in 
which he mad? first Pacific crossing, last lap by "sail." In left photo Bowlin helps 


dunk New Zealander during Byrd expedition. At right Bowlin, as he appears today, 
goes over chart of Pacific flight. Forced down when out of gas, crew rigged 
"sails" out of wing fabric and continued trip on surface. 
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'Co-ed' Links Tournament 


Eliminates 'Golf Widows' 


ACROBATS IN DIAPERS—Pat and Craig Poston, 4 and 2, started entertaining early. While most 
youngsters confine their antics to an occasional backyard tussle with their parents, these children of 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Poston (he is in Experimental at San Diegp) have appeared on TV and in various 
shows. 

Doctor's Orders to Exercise Child's Legs 
Lead to Family Hand Balancing Act 


Although they are hardly out 
of diapers, Pat and Craig Poston 
are already seasoned entertainers. 

Pat, 4, and Craig, 2, are the 
“stars” in a hand balancing act— 
a form of acrobatics—with their 
father, Roy Poston of Experimen¬ 
tal Engineering at Convair SD. 
They have appeared on television, 
USO and other shows all over 
Southern California. 


Most folks who find themselves 
with a wrecked car on their 
hands just utter a few uncompli¬ 
mentary phrases, cart it off to a 
junk yard, and start looking for 
another car. But not A. E. Crow 
—he’s different! 

The sight of a twisted pile of 
metal that was once an automo¬ 
bile sends a sparkle to the eyes 
of the Convair FW inspector and 
he wonders: Can I buy the 
wreck? Would it be worth re¬ 
building ? What parts will I need ? 
How can I change the body style 
to make it unusual? 

Crow has set up a complete 
body shop in his garage and has 
the latest types of repair equip¬ 
ment valued at better than $1,600. 
When not on the job in Dept. 
27-9, he’s working in his shop. 

His pastime of rebuilding 
wrecked cars and remodeling 
others is more of a hobby than 
a job. But he’s quick to add that 
there is good money in turning 
out a finished car that’s different. 

His latest creation looks like 
a cross between a Cadillac and 
a custom job from Europe. Crow 
started with a 1949 Mercury se¬ 
dan. He added a Cadillac trunk 
and rear fenders, rebuilt the grill 
from parts of Mercurys, Fords 
and Cadillacs. 


“It all started when Pat was 
five months old,” Poston said. 
“We started working out at the 
suggestion of a doctor to correct 
a condition in her legs. Then 
when Craig was a few months 
old, he wanted to ‘get into the 
act’ too.” 

While hand balancing is their 
specialty, the children also roller 
skate, and although neither can 


“But I didn’t do it all myself. 
Crow adds. “D. T. Hyden, Dept. 
61 and Lloyd James, Dept. 27-9, 
helped with a lot of the work 
during spare time.” 

The exterior of the two-tone 
custom job is complete and Crow 
has started work on remodeling 
the upholstery to fit the car’s 
looks.| He plans to replace the 
original motor with a souped-up 
power plant for added speed. The 
expensive looking creation cost 
Crow only about $1,600, not 
counting the 500 hours of labor 
it took to complete it. 

The builder explains that the 
Mercury is the result of some 
“horse trading.” He bought a 
wrecked car, rebuilt it, and sold 
it at a profit to buy another. The 
Mercury was his third attempt to 
get a good chassis for his big job. 

Crow gets a lot of help from 
his wife, Dorothy, Dept. 31, and 
from fellow employees who like 
to tinker with automobiles. 

“But I’d rather drive Al’s crea¬ 
tions,” Dorothy says. “Every¬ 
where you go, people just stop 
and stare.” 

But Crow faces one big prob¬ 
lem: how does he register the 
car for license tags? 


swim, both retrieve objects under 
water in a swimming pool. 

“I don’t believe the children 
have any special talents, though. 
Any normal child could do the 
same things with the proper in¬ 
struction and practice,” Poston 
explained. 

Even though Poston and the 
children have won several first 
places on talent shows, he doesn’t 
plan to turn professional with the 
act. 

“We get enough criticism for 
the few appearances we make as 
amateurs,” he said. “People say 
the children don’t lead normal 
lives, but nothing could be fur¬ 
ther from the truth. We seldom 
work out more than an hour a 
week, and the children love it. 
Any time they lose interest, we 
will stop.” 

Several years ago Poston 
taught acrobatics in the YMCA 
in Chattanooga, Tenn., his home 
town, and he has won several 
awards for roller skating, includ¬ 
ing the Illinois state champion¬ 
ship in 1950. 

His wife, Florence, is also an 
entertainer. She has won skating 
awards, and has appeared on 
USO shows as a tap dancer. 

The Postons—Pat, Craig and 
Roy—are tentatively scheduled to 
appear next on a coast-to-coast 
TV show, if arrangements can be 
worked out. After that . . . 

“It’s up to the kids,” says Pos¬ 
ton. “If they want to keep on, 
we will.” 


That rare combination of fly¬ 
ing skill, maintenance know-how, 
and a superior aircraft has again 
proven that Air Force B-36s are 
capable of making ever-newer and 
ever-better records in the air. 

Carswell Air Force Base at FW 
announced last week a B-36D asr 
signed to the 26th Bomb Squad¬ 
ron of the 11th Bombardment 
Wing, Heavy, has logged in ex¬ 
cess of 1,000 hours flying time 
without a single engine failure, 
an accomplishment even for 
B-36s. 

“The record is even more out¬ 
standing when you consider that 
only two sets of reciprocating en¬ 
gines were used,” says D. W. 
James, Convair field service engi¬ 
neer at CAFB. 


A band of Convair Fort Worth 
golfers has finally found a way 
to keep up with their favorite 
sport and still not make “golf 
widows” out of their wives. 

They’ve turned their attention 
to miniature golf—and take their 
wives along to join in the fun! 

The golfers, all from engineer¬ 
ing drafting section, still have 
the thrill of competition through 
tournaments held during once-a- 
month “meetings.” 

It’s every person for himself 
in the tournaments, too. Handi¬ 
caps are barred and the group 
abides by strict rules. 

“The women actually show up 
the men,” laughs F. D. Fox, who 
helped organize the pee wee golf¬ 
ers. 

Beginning with 18 persons, the 
club’s membership had doubled 
when the second tournament was 
held this month. Players meet on 
the first Wednesday of each 
month for 36 holes of play at a 
local course. 

Low scorer is acclaimed tour¬ 
nament winner. A “kitty” pro¬ 
vides cash awards to the low 
scorers among men while best 
women players receive free 
passes to the course. Special 
awards of free passes also go to 
high scorers who “need more 
practice,” according to Fox. 

Winners thus far have been 
B. Witte, who took honors at the 
April tournament. Witte’s score 
of 108 on 36 holes was 10 strokes 
under par. He lost the crown to J. 
Speight at the second tournament 
when the latter toured the course 
in 106 strokes. 

Included in the eight foursomes 


on hand to prepare the B-36 for 
take-off and stood by to make 
quick repairs after long mis¬ 
sions,” Paskavan says. 

M/Sgt. DeJarnette, in turn, 
gave much credit to Flight Engi¬ 
neers Paul R. Chulick and Newby 
Tyson for their help in analyzing 
minor troubles and reporting 
them to ground crew members 
quickly for adjustments. 


Invest in Uncle Sam. Buy a 
bond. 


are the following employees and 
their wives: F. Fox, T. McCrary, 
H. Panner, O. Thompson, P. 
Longeway, M. Croston, C. Sierra, 
B. Witte, M. Morris, C. Cooper, 
W. Wright, Max Martin and J. 
Speight. 

Also on the roster are Miss J. 
Armstrong and Mrs. J. Fitzger¬ 
ald; L. Boaz, R. F. Books, J. 
Taylor, M. Sullivan and P. Stev¬ 
ens. All are Dept. 6 employees. 


"ROUGH" SHOT — B. B. 
Witte, Convair FW miniature 
golfer, finds putting is difficult 
from tree limb. Witte is much 
better golfer than this posed 
photo indicates. He took top 
honors at April miniature golf 
tournament, shooting ten under 
par. 


SD Trio Grabs Off 
Honors in Theater 

Pastime Players, Linda Vista 
little theater group, literally 
“stole the show” at a one-act play 
tournament sponsored by the 
Little Theater League of San 
Diego recently. 

When the judges handed down 
their decision, the group’s play, 
“The Clod,” was listed as best 
and three Convair players led 
also: Louise Munger (Dept. 9), 
best actress in the tournament, 
who received a $500 scholarship; 
Tom Hawkins (Dept. 212), best 
actor; John McCambridge (Dept. 
9), honored for best direction. 


Face Lifting 

'Artist in Autos' Creates New 
Designs Out of Wrecked Cars 


DUBBERS—Obviously these miniature golfers from Dept. 6 FW, 
enjoy monthly tournament meetings. F. B. Fox, third from right on 
first row, organized activity so employees in Furnishings Group 
could get better acquainted. 

Air Force Skill Plus Fine Airplane 
Bring New B-36 1,000 Hour Record 


WHATISZIT?—Custom car made by A. E. Crow, Dept. 27-9 
FW, poses question for tax authorities because it looks like a 
Cadillac but is made mostly of Mercury parts. 


The first set of engines was 
replaced after slightly over 425 
hours and the second set has log¬ 
ged better than 575 hours at 
present, James says. 

Lt. Col. Paul R. Paskavan, air¬ 
craft commander, lauded the 
work of the maintenance crews 
under M/Sgt. John H. DeJarnette 
for their work in keeping the big 
ship aloft without incident. 

“The ground crew was always 
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Making it Tough 

Ex-Cowpuncher's Tricks Include 
Roping While 'Upside Down' 


Difficult enough without com¬ 
plicating matters, roping a gal¬ 
loping pony becomes a major feat 
the way Hal Beatty, Convair San 
Diego guard, does it. 

He does it while balanced on 
his head! 

Trick roping is an avocation 
with Beatty, and for more than 
25 years he has been appearing 
in rodeos, horse shows, fairs and 
vaudeville in all sections of the 
country. 

“I've been working with a rope 
ever since I can remember,” 
Beatty said. “I was born in North 
Dakota and grew up there and on 
a ranch in Canada. Working with 
cattle, I had to use a rope every 
day, and I practiced tricks in my 
spare time.” 

Beatty broke into show busi- 


Cynical Sergeant 

A cynical Air Force sergeant 
left the following note in a 
B-36 delivered to Convair San 
Diego for installation of new 
equipment: “Radar operator: 
do not be alarmed if set works 
properly. It lacks latest modi¬ 
fications.” 


ness early in the 1920's, but like 
many other entertainers in his 
field, he had another profession 
in off seasons. He was a teleg¬ 
rapher until a few years ago, 
when he decided he'd rather have 
an outside job. He has been with 
Convair at San Diego since April, 
1951, and worked at Convair’s 
Tucson plant in 1945. 

Shetland ponies are used in 
Beatty's present act, and he has 
to have a lightweight boy or girl 
to ride them. 

“That's my big problem. Every 
time I get a boy trained, he gets 
too heavy, and if I use a girl— 
well, she gets interested in boys.” 

Beatty works out every day in 
a ring near La Mesa, and at 
present is planning to add a 
trained burro, 13-month-old 
Becky, to the act. He used Becky 
in the CRA horse show May 4, 
but “just to get her accustomed 
to working before a crowd.” 

Usually there is little hazard 
connected with Beatty's act be¬ 
cause of his skill and timing. 
Once, however, while trying the 
head stand on hard soil he fell. 

“For a few seconds I didn't 
know who was roping whom!” 



ARCHER MAIDS—With these girls out for practice, stock in CRA archery activity at San Diego 
should rise (as well as temperatures). All novices, girls are welcome addition, if only to add dis¬ 
traction. At left are Glenna Vance, Lou Elkins and Betty Crawford, all Dept. 22-5 SD. At right Lou 
expresses annoyance over her form—archery form, that is!—and threatens to break her bow. (Alas, 
all are married.) 







IN REVERSE—Most people, if they rope at all, usually do it rightside up. Not so Hal Beatty of 
Industrial Security at San Diego who on occasion does it on his head such as in photo above. He 
is also shown in more conventional stance flipping a loop over his pony "War Paint." Also appear¬ 
ing in his show is a bucking pony named "Half Pint." 


'Traveling School' to Hit Road 
Teaching New 340 Customers 


For the first time since World 
War II days, Convair SD is send¬ 
ing instructors into the field 
equipped with training mock-ups 
and other educational aids to con¬ 
duct maintenance schools for 
, operators of Convair planes. 

I Four specialists from Service 
Engineering at San Diego will 
take up temporary residence in 
Dallas, Tex., next month. They 
will conduct a school for Braniff 
Airways maintenance personnel 
who ultimately will take care of 
Convair-Liner model 340s. 

Although Convair service engi¬ 
neers have conducted classes and 
courses outside the plants before, 
this will be the first time since 
the war days that a group has 


gone into the field with complete 
training equipment, H. B. Riggs, 
SD training coordinator, said. 
The four Convair SD specialists 
are Mel Clause (pressurization, 
heat anti-icing and air condition¬ 
ing), Mark Addis (structures rig¬ 
ging and furnishings), George 
Pohlman (electrical systems and 
instruments), and Frank Hol¬ 
lingsworth (hydraulics and power 
plants). 

Approximately 300 people from 
Braniff will attend the four- 
week course. Students will work 
at regular jobs eight hours a day 
and attend classes four hours. 
Three instructors will conduct 
classes during the day and the 
fourth at night. 



If you were a man, which one 
would you buy? 


'John Loves Mary 1 
Set For June 4-7 

Murrell Morris, wife of E. W. 
Morris, Dept. 6, will serve as 
stage manager for the Wing and 
Masque production of “John 
Loves Mary” to be presented 
June 4-7 at CRA Playhouse, 2966 
Park Hill Dr. 

Other technical crew members 
named by acting technical direc¬ 
tor E. Stan Brown are Dave Hal¬ 
sey, Dept. 7, lights; Ann Garrett, 
make-up; Caroline Taylor, hand 
properties; Bob Attelsey, Dept. 6, 
construction; Mary Young, cos¬ 
tumes; Paula Haywood, stage 
properties; Lois Halsey, publicity. 


Tinkling Metal Grounds Bee Swarm 
in Aileron Crate at Convair FW 


Experimental Consistently First 
in San Diego Housekeeping Race 


When R. D. Timms sees a 
swarm of bees, he immediately 
thinks of honey. And if there’s 
anything he likes better than 
honey, it's more honey. 

Last week as Timms and 
L. L. Roberts drove toward the 
salvage lumberyard at Convair 
FW, they noticed a huge 
swarm of bees overhead. 



Not one to miss such a gold¬ 
en opportunity, Timms imme¬ 
diately began plotting a way 
to corner the honey market at 
Convair's FW plant. Suddenly 
he recalled a little trick his 
father had used to settle 
swarming bees. He climbed 
from the truck and found two 
small pieces of metal. Then he 
began rattling them together. 


As he explained to Roberts, 
that was to drown out the 
sound of the “queen” so the 
other bees would settle. Within 
a few minutes, the bees be¬ 
gan to gather on an empty 
aileron crate near the lumber¬ 
yard fence. 

Timms is pretty sure the 
queen settled with the other 
bees and he figures they'll all 
be around for quite some time. 
Long enough, in fact, for the 
queen to produce a whole 
swarm of new little buzzers— 
and long enough for the “work¬ 
ers” to produce enough honey 
to keep Timms happy for a 
long time. 

But don’t rush out to the 
salvage warehouse yet! 

“Making honey takes quite 
a while,” Timms warns. He 
didn’t say exactly how long 
but he was overheard to re¬ 
mark that he plans to check 
back about September. 


Experimental at Convair SD 
has made a “clean sweep” so far 
in the monthly housekeeping con¬ 
test. The department has placed 
first every month since the pro¬ 
gram was revived in November! 

In April Experimental won by 
a narrow margin, with a score of 
.025 violations per employee— 
only .015 less than the nearest 
competitor. Although the depart¬ 
ment has managed to stay on 
top, competition is getting stiffer 
every month, contest supervisors 
say. 

“We've seen much over-all im¬ 
provement in the plant since the 
program began,” said J. M. Jones, 
chairman of the housekeeping 
committee. “But many of the 
departments still are far below 
the leaders,” he added. 

The April average for the en¬ 
tire plant was not as good as that 


for March, the first downward 
trend since November. 

“This was because we tight¬ 
ened up our judging standards,” 
B. C. Hawk, chief industrial engi¬ 
neer at San Diego and chairman 
of the program, explained. “And 
we had one individual rating all 
departments for the first time, 
instead of dividing the plant 
among several men. 

“The areas were probably in 
better order than before, if we 
could have made a direct com¬ 
parison,” he added. 

Judging is on a basis of clean¬ 
liness, orderliness, safety and fire 
violations, with emphasis in grad¬ 
ing placed on fire and safety 
hazards. Rating sheets are pass¬ 
ed on to superintendents so that 
they may see where improve¬ 
ments are needed in their depart¬ 
ments. 


Similar “traveling schools” 
were conducted during war days 
for B-24 military personnel, but 
maintenance schools for the Con¬ 
vair-Liner model 240 were con¬ 
ducted at the San Diego plant. 
All model 340 courses to date 
have been conducted at San 
Diego. However, Riggs indicated 
that the emphasis will shift to 
customer training in the field. 


Missile Div. Drops 
Warning Signals 

Warning signals prior to the 
close of shifts and before the 
end of rest periods were elimi¬ 
nated for the Guided Missile Divi¬ 
sion at San Diego this week. 
Effective May 19 single whistle 
signals marked the start and end 
of shifts, rest and lunch periods. 
A division notice carries the 
exact times. 


Invest in Uncle Sam. Buy a 
bond. 



BEFORE AND AFTER—Some of the results of housekeeping program at Convair SD are shown 
above. Both pictures were made in same area, several months apart. Before, at right, material is 
stored on and around inadequate racks, originally intended for long skins; retaining vertical rods are 
missing; and floor is littered. At left, proper racks have been installed and material is off floor* in 
proper order. 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Cony air Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest organizations of new 
activities.) 


BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5294. Activity suspended 
until fall. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 6260. Ballroom 
dance lessons, 3 p.m. each Sunday at CRA Center. 

BAND—J. S. Lewis, commissioner, ext. 5284 ; home phone WI-4788. Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. each Thursday, CRA Recreation Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, ext. 6210. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. Second shift, W. Doom, 
ext. 3185. ^ ^ . 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Meets at 8 p.m. each Fri¬ 
day at CRA Recreation Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. P.S.A. slide lecture on prints, 

8 p.m. May 26 ; Beginners’ class, 8 p.m. May 27 and June 3 ; movie meeting, 
p.m. June 2. All meetings at CRA Recreation Center. 

SECOND SHIFT—J. D. Goodman, commissioner, ext. 6293. Combined quarterly 
contest for day and night shift to be held May 25. Regular second shift club 
meeting, 10 a.m. May 26. . , 

CHECKERS, CHESS AND DOMINOES—W. E. Cooper, commissioner, ext. 
2192. Play under way during lunch hours and rest periods. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. Group singing Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 11:20 to 11:45 a.m. at 50-foot aisle, Col.. 71-R. 

DRAMA—E. Stanton Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. Production of “John 
Loves Mary,” three-act comedy, at 8:15 p.m. June 4 through 7, CRA Playhouse, 
2966 Park Hill Drive. , , 

FISHING—-R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. Monthly and quarterly fish¬ 
ing contests under way with prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel 
cat caught with rod and reel or cane pole and line. Register weight of fish by 
last day of month at CRA office, ext. 5141. 

FOLK DANCING—For information call ext. 5141. Dancing each second and 
fourth Tuesday, CRA Recreation Center. Beginners, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Advanced, 
8:30 to 10 p.m. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3216. Second shift, J. M. Thompson 
Jr., ext. 2185. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Plantwide activities 
during lunch hours. 

HUNTING—R. D. Jones, commissioner, ext. 4177. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Activities discontinued 
until fall. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 3188. Baseball practice 
under way as follows: Arlington Heights—South High Mount school, R. W. 
Kneifl, mgr., FO-3374 ; River Oaks—Castleberry school, H. N. Barber, mgr., MA- 
8152 ; Ridglea and West Ridglea—Mary Louise Phillips playground, W. A. Gayler, 
mgr., SU-7060 ; White Settlement—ball diamond, A. W. Brockermeyer, mgr., PE- 
9494. Games scheduled at 5:30 p.m. each Tuesday and Friday at CRA Ranch. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Tuesday during lunch period in 50-foot 
aisle. Serial each Thursday. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Theory class, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays. Shop practice, 7 p.m. Fridays. Both at CRA Recreation Center. 

RIDING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Children’s classes 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays and 5 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. Adult classes 11 
a.m. Mondays and 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. All at CRA 
Ranch. Rental horses available every day except Monday to CRA members and 
their families. For evening classes contact Bill Wooten, ext. 3250. For da'y classes 
contact Mr. Patton at CRA Ranch. For trail and hayride reservations contact 
C. J. Hall at ext. 5141 or PE-0191. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Roping at 2:30 p.m. 
Sundays for all shifts; 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and Fridays. Second shift, 9:30 
a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. All at CRA Ranch. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. Second shift, J. B. 
Martin, ext. 5211. 

SQUARE DANCING—Ross Carney, commissiorier, ext. 3260. Dancing every 
Monday, Northside Recreation Bldg., 18th & Harrington. Beginners 7 to 8 p.m., 
advanced 8 to 10 p.m. Saturday Night All-Shift Dance, May 24. 

STAMP & COIN J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 3131. Regular meetings, 
7:45 p.m. first and third Tuesdays at CRA Recreation Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—Lucky Sawamura, commissioner, ext. 5141. Pla’y during 
lunch hours at plant and at 7:30 p.m. Sundays at CRA Recreation Center. Second 
and third shift play at 9 a.m. on Tuesdays. 

TENNIS—Terry Stephens, commissioner, ext. 6235 or 4239. Semi-finals “HAT 
DRAW” doubles tournament, 7 to 11 p.m. May 21. Tournament finals, 7 to 11 p.m. 
May 23. Regular play, 7 to 11 p.m. May 28, 30 and June 4. All at Forest Park 
Courts. 

VOLLEYBALL—W. B. Roberson, commissioner, ext. 2127. First shift, 7 to 

9 p.m. each Wednesday, Ernest Parker gymnasium on South Jennings St. Second 
shift, 10 to 11:30 a.m. each Tuesday, Recreation building on Vickery Blvd. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Washer 
pitching during lunch hours. 



GIRLS, TOO!—When CRA horseshoe pitching commissioner 
assembled his departmental winners to take part in plant-wide 
contest, he found fair sex represented by girls above. They are 
E. G. Wray, J. L. Floyd, H. Adams and L. M. Edinburgh. 

Only Two FW Softball Nines 
Retain Records of No Losses 


FW Pair Both Win 
Ducats in Drawing 

“It wouldn’t happen again 
in a million years!” says Mar¬ 
garet Batteiger of Convair 
FW’s Dept. 11. 

As she and her husband met 
at the plant for lunch last 
week, Margaret proudly boast¬ 
ed that she had received two 
free tickets to the Fort Worth 
Cats baseball game on May 
12 . 

“Swell,” replied John, a 
Dept. 28 employee. 

During the afternoon, John 
was notified that he also had 
won free tickets in the CRA 
drawing! When he met Mar¬ 
garet at quitting time that 
day, John wasted no time in¬ 
forming her that she wasn’t 
the only lucky one in the fam¬ 
ily. 

By coincidence, they both re¬ 
ceived tickets to the same 
game. The extra set of ducats 
didn’t go to waste, however. 
The Batteigers invited some 
friends. 



Wonder what she wants—as if 
I didn’t know. 


Fishermen Score 
on SD Opening Day 

At least four Convair SD ang¬ 
lers were among the hundreds 
who lined creek banks in San 
Diego County early this month 
for the opening day of trout sea¬ 
son. 

G. A. Knauss, Dept. 27-6, 
caught the legal limit before 
6:30 a.m. on the opening day. 
Knauss was fishing at San Luis 
Rey Creek. Ted Shockley, Dept. 
27-3, took two trout from the 
same stream. 

Knut Litell, Air Force Inspec¬ 
tion, fishing in Boulder Creek, 
caught three, but his son, Jerry, 
had better luck, netting six. Herb 
Kless, also of AF Inspection, re¬ 
ported one trout from Boulder 
Creek. 


Fort Worth Anglers 
Report Rare Fish 

When Jack Kerr went deep-sea 
fishing off the gulf coast recent¬ 
ly, he had only one thing in mind: 
to catch a sailfish larger than 
the six-and-a-half foot specimen 
his wife landed earlier. 

Kerr had to admit defeat on 
that score, but he and his fellow 
fishermen from Convair FW did 
return with some unusual catches. 

The prize, a 39-pound ling, was 
hooked by Kerr. This species of 
fish is seldom caught in the Gulf, 
since they normally live in waters 
around northern Europe and 
Greenland. However, the fisher¬ 
men caught five ling altogether, 
ranging from 15 to 39 pounds. In 
addition, they returned with 25 
mackerel, three sharks and four 
sheephead. In the quartet were 
Jim R. Nolan, Jim Kennedy, Jack 
Hicks and Kerr. 

“We figure those fish cost us 
about $2 a pound,” Nolan laughed. 


Mobile X-Ray 
Unit Returns 

Employees at Convair FW who 
missed the first visits of the Fort 
Worth-Tarrant County Tubercu¬ 
losis Society’s mobile x-ray unit 
will be given a second chance 
to have free chest x-rays this 
week under arrangements made 
by Convair’s Employee Services 
section. 

L. L. Jarl, Employee Services 
coordinator, said this week that 
the mobile unit will again set up 
in front of the plant cafeteria 
to offer free x-ray service to em¬ 
ployees. It will be on hand Thurs¬ 
day, May 22, from 11 a.m. until 
1 p.m. and from 2:30 p.m. until 
5 p.m. and will return on May 
23 and again on May 26 from 7 
until 8 a.m., from 11 a.m. until 
1 p.m. and from 2:30 p.m. until 
5 p.m. each day. 

The schedule is arranged in 
order that x-rays are available 
for employees of all three shifts 
either before or after work on 
the employees’ own time. 


Stamp Club Fame 
Spreads Over U.S. 

Fame of the Convair FW CRA 
Stamp and Coin Club spread 
coast-to-coast this month as three 
national philatelic magazines pub¬ 
licized the local CRA club. 

“Stamps,” a weekly magazine 
of philately published in New 
York, spotlighted the club with a 
cover photograph made during a 
recent meeting. 

Linn’s weekly “Stamp News” 
for May 5, published in Ohio, and 
the April 20 issue of “National 
Stamp News,” published in South 
Carolina, also gave prominent 
coverage to the CRA club’s activ¬ 
ity. 

All three publications called 
attention to the unique “mixture¬ 
picking” parties, which the FW 
CRA club originated. At the par¬ 
ties, thousands of mixed United 
States and foreign stamps are 
placed on sale for one-half cent 
apiece, regardless of catalog 
value. 


CRA's 14 and Under' 
Team Drops Thriller 

CRA’s entry in the Fort 
Worth baseball program for 
youths 14 and under lost a heart- 
breaker last week by a 7-6 score 
as they launched their bid for 
the Cowtown title. 

The Cards chased across enough 
runs in the final stanza to edge 
the CRA nine after a close ball 
game all the way. 

Frank Lawley and Bobby Har¬ 
ris toed the rubber for the CRA 
nine and had the game well in 
hand until the final stanza. 

Clyde Harris, Dept. 4, is man¬ 
ager of the team that plays each 
Saturday morning at various city 
diamonds. 


Only two of the 14 softball 
teams being sponsored by CRA 
at Convair FW this season boast¬ 
ed unbeaten league records last 
week as all teams moved into a 
tight battle for the first half 
championship. 

Dept. 81 has won seven 
straight games in Convair league 
competition and is one of the 
unbeaten nines. 

Dept. 76 holds a fine edge over 
second shift Convair league 
teams with eight victories and 
no defeats. 

Dept. 76 and Dept. 45 have 
both won four and lost three for 
second place in the Convair day 
league, while Dept. 8 has copped 
three and lost four. Dept. 65 

All Convair Team 
Wins Monday Loop 

An all-Convair FW team of 
keglers went outside the realms 
of CRA-sponsored bowling tour¬ 
naments this season to capture 
honors. 

J. B. Gauntt, L. M. Baldwin, 
J. Breitenstein, G. Pringle and 
J. Dowell bowled under the spon¬ 
sorship of Barnes Place to cop 
first place in the Blue Monday 
League. 


occupies the league cellar with 
one win and six losses. 

The Dept. 44 team of the sec¬ 
ond shift league is challenging 
Dept. 76 with six wins against 
two defeats for the season. Dept. 
45 has won five and lost three. 
Dept. 74 has won three, lost five. 

The Bombers a r e in second 
place in the Industrial League be¬ 
hind Burt’s Garage. 

C.A.V.C. is trailing Empire 
Steel and Melvin’s Jewelry in 
Major City League play. 

Convair and Jets are in third 
and fourth place in the Commer¬ 
cial League with CWA-CIO first 
and Food Service second. 


For Parallel Lives, 

This Beats 'em All 

Two former Convair FW 
women employees have about 
decided their lives are destined 
to run a parallel course for a 
time. 

Things started on May 1, 

1951, when Mrs. Joe Conradt 
and Mrs. C. S. McAda hired in 
at Convair. They were both 
sent to Dept. 44 to work under 
the same supervisor. Feb. 1, 

1952, .found both women ter¬ 
minating. Mrs. McAda entered 
St. Joseph’s Hospital in April 
for maternity care and found 
her roommate to be Mrs. Con¬ 
radt! 

April 28 found both women 
giving birth to daughters. 
Janet Elaine Conradt and her 
mother checked out of St. 
Joseph’s on May 1 along with 
Deborah Sue McAda and her 
mother. 

Conradt is a Dept. 22 em¬ 
ployee, while McAda works for 
a local products company in 
Fort Worth. 


Morris Reelected 
by Wing & Masque 

A. B. Morris, Dept. 22, was 
elected to serve a second term as 
president of CRA’s Wing and 
Masque Players at the group’s 
May meeting last week. 

Other officers are Clyde 
Schrell, Dept. 6, vice-president; 
Eloise Kelley, business manager; 
Jerry Ratliff, Dept. 27, executive 
director; Bill Rogers, Dept. 52, 
technical director; Rose Nelson, 
recording secretary; Betty Trei- 
nen, corresponding secretary; and 
Barbara Rothacker, historian. 



NICE GOING—CRA keglers at Convair FW representing, two 
leagues congratulate each other. Team on left won Fort Worth 

Traveling League, while team at right won Material League crown. From left to 
right are W. C. Henderson, J. T. Harpstrite, N. E. Halbrook, A. J. Baskin, A. J. 
Fletcher, C. W. Hammonds, H. E. Petzold, H. G. Booth, T. D. Dean and 
R. M. Rowe. 
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Thomas Tosses His Way 
to FW Horseshoe Title 


R. G. Thomas, Dept. 27-5, turn¬ 
ed a sharp eye and a smooth 
pitching arm into a new gold 
watch and the Convair Fort 
Worth plant-wide singles cham¬ 
pionship in CRA’s annual horse¬ 
shoe pitching tournament last 
week. 

Thomas, representing inspec¬ 
tion department, won over a field 
^f 12 candidates from FW de¬ 
partments entered in the annual 
event, according to Finn Wahl, 
CRA horseshoe pitching commis¬ 
sioner. 

A $20 merchandise award went 
to R. H. Pickle, Dept. 43, as a 
second place award. 

C. V. Masten, Dept. 44, copped 
third place in the tournament and 
was awarded a $10 merchandise 
certificate by Wahl. 

J. C. Jackson, defending singles 
champ, was eliminated in the first 
round of the six-day event staged 
during the factory lunch period. 

Next plant-wide event sched¬ 


Hold it a minute, Professor—I 
think the saw is caught in my 
zipper. 


Pomona Missile 
Team a Winner 

Guided Missile Division’s entry 
in the Pomona Civic Softball 
League downed Pomona Carpen¬ 
ters’ Local 18-12 in a free-for-all 
skirmish May 8 at Washington 
Park. 

The game was Convair’s first 
in the Civic League round robin, 
being played to determine team 
classifications for the league. 

Hard-hitting Joe Gehring led 
the Convair attack with two 
triples and a double in five trips 
to the plate. C. A. Fox slashed 
out a double and two singles in 
four trips, and Mack Mulkey 
knocked out a double and two 
singles in five attempts. 

Convair outhit the Carpenters 
by a 14 to 5 margin, while both 
clubs were credited with six 
errors. Fox and second baseman 
Bouse made several spectacular 
lays on hard-hit balls to spear¬ 
head the Convair defense. 
Brothers Gilbert and M. Sanchez 
shared the mound to subdue the 
Carpenters’ attack in the latter 
half of the match. 


Champ Texas Bass 
Wins Bait Bucket 

Fishing was good in Texas last 
month, judging by entries in the 
first monthly contest sponsored 
by the CRA Fishing Club at Con¬ 
vair FW. 

J. R. Akers, Dept. 30, landed 
the champion bass to win a min¬ 
now bucket while C. P. Spann, 
Dept. 25, registered the largest 
channel catfish. He also won a 
minnow bucket. 

A “de-liar” scale was presented 
J. 0. Hood, Dept. 50, for his catch 
of the largest sand bass. Weights 
on the fish were as follows: bass, 
4 lbs., 8 ozs.; channel cat, 6 lbs., 
4 ozs.; and sand bass, 2 lbs. 10 
ozs. 


uled for the year will be the big 
doubles tournament slated for 
next fall, Wahl says. 

Meanwhile, CRA members at 
FW interested in pitching horse¬ 
shoes during rest or lunch periods 
were advised that boards and 
horseshoes are available at CRA 
office. 


OPENING ACTION—Traditionally baseball players are inclined to "chew" and Convair Fort 
Worth Little Leaguers are no exception, except that instead of tobacco it's bubble gum. At right 
Stan Standridge, Arlington Heights pitcher, thoughtfully bloops a bubble as he studies a batter. 
At left Wilbert Kaizer of River Oaks goes over first-sacker Richard Berryman of Arlington Heights 
to reach bag. 

SD Softball Teams Encounter 
Rough Competition in Openers 


Night Owls Roll 
as Others Sleep 

When the whistle blows signal¬ 
ing end of the second shift at 
Convair FW, it’s a good bet that 
most people have only one 
thought in mind: to get home and 
in bed as soon as possible. 

But not 80 bowling enthusiasts 
who have become night owls to 
take part in the Sunrise bowling 
league! 

These 16 teams meet regularly 
at 1 a.m. each Thursday at Bear¬ 
den’s Bowlanes on University 
Drive to keep the pinsetters busy 
while they vie for top spots in 
the league. 

Now in its third year of play, 
the Sunrise league is comprised 
mostly of Dept. 22 employees, al¬ 
though Dept. 47 is represented 
by one complete team. Other de¬ 
partments are represented by in¬ 
dividual bowlers. 

The Sluggers currently are 
pacing the league with top scores 
for both high team series and 
high team game, while Batch’s 
Bums are in first place in team 
play. 

Top individual scorer for men 
is Dode Martin of Dept. 27 with 
716 while his wife, Uldene, of 
Dept. 22, holds women’s high 
series with 628. 

Officers of the league include 
Milt Debond, president; Tommy 
Pierce, vice-president; Dode Mar¬ 
tin, secretary, and A1 James, 
treasurer. 


bowling season was off to a fast 
start this week with pins toppling 
on three separate nights each 
week. 

“We still have room for indi¬ 
vidual players, and possibly for 
a team or two if they hurry up,” 
Jim Hayman, CRA commissioner, 
said. 

All leagues are handicap mixed, 
men and women, and even boys 
and girls! The plan originally 
was to have one Wednesday night 
league at Pacific Recreation at 
6:30. However, so many signed 
up that 16 teams were left for 
that night and 12 additional were 
scheduled for play at the same 


The CRA Liners and Eagles, 
Convair SD’s two entries in the 
San Diego Softball League, both 
ran into hard sledding last week 
in the league’s pre-season tourna¬ 
ment. 

The Liners were blanked 11-0 
in their opener with Caudell- 
Johnson and lost their second 
game against Navy CIC, 15-6. 

The Eagles dropped their first 
game in the double elimination 
tourney 4-3 on a ninth inning 
break to Jacobson Signs, and lost 
by the same score in an extra 
frame to National Steel in their 
second bout. 

Results of the tourney will be 
used to form brackets for regu¬ 
lar league play which will begin 
after June 1. 


time, same place on Thursday 
evenings. Twenty teams bowl 
every Friday at 6:30 at Tower. 
Leagues will last not over 15 
weeks. 

As during the winter season, 
CRA will put up regular monthly 
merchandise prizes in an approxi¬ 
mate ratio of one to every five 
teams. Winners will be drawn. 

Only one piece of unfinished 
business remains as a hangover 
from the winter season, Hayman 
said. Tony Manista, Craig Lent, 
E. R. Shaw, A. Thompson and 
W. Kisthart have merchandise 
certificates awaiting them in 
Employee Service, Building 32, 
as squad winners in the plant 
championship. 


in the San Diego County League, 
is still working out, and new 
prospects for the team “are still 
welcome,” said Gil Crosthwaite, 
CRA commissioner. Crosthwaite 
may be contacted at ext. 1155. 

The pre-season tournament for 
the 23-team day shift plant 
league kicked off last Thursday 
and is scheduled to continue 
through next week. 

Games are scheduled through 
the city recreation department 
and will be played on city play¬ 
grounds. Members of the win¬ 
ning team in the single elimina¬ 
tion tournament will receive in¬ 
dividual miniature gold softballs. 
Regular league play will also 
begin around June 1. 

Dept. 345’s team promises to be 
the best dressed in the league, 
whether they can play or not. 
Dubbed the “Monarchs,” they 
have blossomed out in blue and 
gold shirts and caps sharp enough 
to beat the opposition by dazzle- 
ment alone, thanks to Ray Brasel, 
team manager, who put the “bee” 
on departmental management and 
got 100 per cent cooperation. 


Second Shift Links 
Students Sought 

Eight second shift par chasers 
interested in taking free instruc¬ 
tions in CRA golf classes were 
being sought this week at Convair 
FW. The eight people are needed 
to round out a full number of 
classes being taught. The begin¬ 
ners would join a class on Tues¬ 
day morning at Z Boaz golf 
course. For further information 
contact CRA, ext. 5141. 


FW Little Loop 
Pirates Lead 

The River Oaks Pirates hopped 
off to a fast start in Little 
League baseball at Convair FW 
during the past two weeks, win¬ 
ning two games to take the CRA 
league leadership. 

The Pirates copped the sea¬ 
son’s opener against Arlington 
Heights Yellow Jackets, 5-0, and 
then blasted a 17-6 victory over 
West Ridglea. 

White Settlement and Arling¬ 
ton Heights are now deadlocked 
for second place in the loop with 
one win and one loss each. 

Arlington Heights won a 7-5 
game from White Settlement and 
the White Settlement nine drop¬ 
ped West Ridglea, 12-11, in a 
close battle. 

The league for 12 and under 
boys will continue at 5:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday and Friday at CRA 
Ranch at FW until summer vaca¬ 
tion periods start for the school 
boys. At that time four games 
will be played weekly. 


SD Baseball Club 
Drops First Game 

Convair SD’s summer baseball 
league club dropped its first 
game of the season to Ryan Air¬ 
craft 2-0, May 11, with both of 
Ryan’s runs coming in the ninth 
inning. 

Pitcher Dick Thompson gave up 
only five hits, while the Ryan 
hurler was charged with six. 
Buddy Meacham, son of O. E. 
Meacham, Dept. 375, was the 
other half of the Convair battery. 

Second baseman Nick Ferguson 
and Manager Marco Scolari were 
credited with four double plays. 


The CRA girls’ team, entered 

Pins Fall Three Nights a Week 
at SD as Summer Loops Start 

Convair San Diego’s summer 


FIRST NIGHTERS—When summer bowling league started at 
Convair San Diego, these were among first to compete. Left to 


right, Evelyn Ciavolino, Jane McDonald, Peg,gy Moore, all of Air 
Force contracts administration, and Jean Muri, Dept. 4. 
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Convair YB-60, New Sky Giant, Tops B-36 in Length and Height 


CRUCIAL MOMENT—She's down, she's up! Camera catches last second of 
YB-60 on ground before being airborne (left). Another camera catches plane as it 


at Fort Worth. Though wing span is not as great (due to sweep) YB-60 is longer 
and taller than Air Force B-36. 


whistles past on take-off. Landing gear was left down during entire first flight 
to keep air speed down. 


SILHOUETTE—Swept wings of new YB-60, all-jet plane built by Convair for 
Air Force, are readily apparent in this air picture shot during first flight April 18 



BACK TO EARTH—Coming home after successful first flight, YB-60 hovers as | around landing gear is normal. This is smoke caused by friction between tires 

graceful as a mallard and touches down with no strain. Haze in photo at right | and pavement in first instant of landing. 



FINAL STAGES—Last days in hangar were busy ones for YB-60 at Convair FW. 
No leading lady of stage ever got such care before opening night. Center photo 
above, taken from helicopter, was made before first flight. YB-60 is longer than 


B-36 by nine feet and tail soars three feet three inches higher. Wing span from 
tip to tip is 206 feet compared to B-36's 230. Span is not as great because 
of sweep. 
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It is never too late to sign up 
Defense Bonds. Payroll 
deduction system 
makes it easy. 




Super Highway to Serve 


Convair Next Summer 


Over 4,000 Join Bond 
Buying During Drive 

Convair FW employees have come through again! 

First official tabulations on the 1952 U. S. Defense 
Bond campaign showed an all-time record in participants 
for the post-war period. 


TINKER "TOyS"—Great rudder stand goes up at Fort Worth 
for use in B-36 recycling operation. This is one of many stands 
being shipped from San Diego to Convair FW. Built to be easily 
demountable, stands go together like "tinker toys." If equipment 
being, sent across country all went together, it would make a freight 
train two miles long! 

Work Stands Erected 
For B-36 Recycling Job 

Transplanted Convair SD equipment began to spring 
up along Convair FW’s ramp areas this month as transfer 
of the B-36 recycling operation from California to Texas 
moved into high gear. 


The equipment from SD is 
being installed as part of the 
modernization program at FW 
after undergoing a face lifting in 
the hands of maintenance crews. 

The crews unload each carload 
of equipment, reassemble it, then 
clean, paint and install all new 
accessories before sending it to 
its new home. 

The first shipments of parts 
from SD were received in July. 
The remaining units are being 
shipped over a period of time 
with the final shipment due short¬ 
ly after the first of the year, ac¬ 
cording to Frank C. Clayton, 
plant engineer. 

“As each recycling job is com¬ 
pleted at San Diego, the stands 
are disassembled and shipped to 
us for rework,” Clayton says. 
“As soon as our work is complet¬ 
ed, we move the stands to the 
permanent place here.” 

Typical of the stand being re¬ 
paired is a giant tail stand for 
washing and painting B-36 tails. 
The stand was shipped to FW in 


parts and then put back together 
and re-equipped on arrival here. 

Wing work docks for 14 sta¬ 
tions are due to be shipped be¬ 
fore the conclusion of the trans¬ 
fer, Clayton says. 

Broken down for shipment, the 
docks require about six gondola 
rail cars or flat cars for their 
shipment east. 

The new stands are destined 
for the modernization areas south 
of the present ramp area and 
north of the development hangar. 


“The official figures show that 
56.93 per cent of the people at 
Convair FW are now buying 
bonds through the payroll deduc¬ 
tion plan, compared to 48 per cent 
in 1951,” said August C. Esen- 
wein, division manager. 

“This is a tribute—again—to 
the fine spirit of Convair employ¬ 
ees.” 

During the five-day drive, 
4 ; 207 people who had not been 
participating in the payroll de¬ 
duction plan signed to buy bonds 
the easy way. 

The 56.93 per cent figure will 
probably be higher after all cards 
are in on those employees who 
were not at work during the 
drive. 

Seventeen departments showed 
higher than 60 per cent participa¬ 
tion after the first tabulations. 

Dept. 29 (modernization inspec¬ 
tion) with 86 emplyoees, made a 
94.19 per cent average, the high¬ 
est during the campaign with the 
exception of Public Relations. 
Public Relations, with three em¬ 
ployees, showed the only 100 per 
cent rating. 

Dept. 15 (Industrial Security) 
led indirect departments with a 
75 per cent participation figure. 

Among factory direct depart¬ 
ments, Dept. 81 (Tool Room and 


New AF Interceptor 
Identified as F-102 

A new high performance Air 
Force interceptor designed to 
operate in the stratosphere, under 
construction at Convair San 
Diego, was identified this week 
as the F-102. 

All details of the airplane 
(Convairiety, March 12, 1952) a* 
classified. p- 

A. P. Higgins, former Dev or f. 
ment manager at Convaifl to 
Worth, who was trans^harge 
San Diego in August, is 
of the project. 


Picture on page 8 


Fixtures) showed a 71.72 per cent 
participation, with Dept. 73 
(Electrical Bench) close behind 
with a 71.12 per cent of all em¬ 
ployees buying bonds. 

“The end of the 1952 cam¬ 
paign does not mean that em- 
(Continued on page 2) 


Gale Leaves 
Havoc in Wake 

The rain and windstorm which 
roared through Fort Worth late 
Labor Day inflicted an estimated 
quarter-million dollar damage to 
aircraft and equipment at Con¬ 
vair FW, according to prelimi¬ 
nary estimates made by Division 
Manager August C. Esenwein. 

Reports show that nine B-36s 
were damaged by the wind, rain 
and hail at Convair. Four were 
regarded as severely damaged 
when they were rocked back on 
their tail sections by the blasts. 

Elsewhere, multi-million dollar 
damages were reported around 
the Fort Worth area by the storm 
which dealt its hardest blow in 
the area occupied by Convair and 
Carswell Air Force Base. 

Carswell officials report that 
one B-36 was destroyed and a 
number damaged during the short 
but furious onslaught by nature. 

Four nose canopies at Convair 
were destroyed when they were 
(Continued on page 2) 


Sparrows Perish 
by Hundreds in Gale 

Convair FW’s bird population 
was noticeably decreased this 
week as result of the big 
windstorm which struck Fort 
Worth late Labor Day. 

Hundreds of sparrows who 
habitually cluster in fronj n ‘ 
the administration kfouild. 
were hurled against F 
ing and killed. d the dead 

Caretakers g^reds the dav 
birds by the ’- Mreds tne day 
following 


storm. 
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IN THE FUTURE—Artist's conception shows how new highway proposals will serve Convair Fort 
Worth Division to help relieve highway congestion. 


Six Lanes 
In Prospect 

- Convair FW employees will 
probably be speeding to and 
from work over the new su¬ 
per highway connecting the 
plant and Highway 183 some 
time in June, 1953, accord¬ 
ing to an announcement this 
week from George Garrett, 
Texas Highway Department 
engineer, manager of the 
project. 

The new roadbed will run al¬ 
most due south of the main plant 
entrance on Grant’s Lana and 
connect with Highway 183 over 
an intricate cloverleaf intersec¬ 
tion. 

Expansion of facilities and ex¬ 
tension of the North-South -run¬ 
way at Carswell Air Force Base 
make construction of the new. 
access road necessary. The new 
road will replace White Settle¬ 
ment Road as the main artery for 
traffic to the plant. 

Garrett said this week that 
work on the first phase of the 
road should be completed in June. 
The remainder of the road lead¬ 
ing toward Fort Worth up to 
Winthrop St. is scheduled for 
completion late in July or early 
August, he added. 

The roadbed will contain six 
lanes from the plant entrance to 
a point south of where it crosse- 
the railroad line leading to>^ 
plant. From this point,^^h e 
into four lane arte v ' 
cloverleaf white Settle _ 

Residents of en £ er and i eave 
ment area Y r highway over a 
the new j^cle at a point near 

sweepiij'hfte Settlement Road is 

whe Kcated. 

“xlie divided four-lane roadbed 
will funnel eastbound traffic on¬ 
to Highway 183 through a series 
of grade separations*. Westbound 
traffic will leave the main road 
just short of the cloverleaf. 

Traffic bound to and from Fort 
Worth will pass under Highway 
3 83 and move south toward the 
Ridglea district over a four-lane 
highway to Winthrop St. 

Future’ plans call for joining 
the access road with the East- 
West freeway near where it now 
ends at the intersection of Camp 
Bowie Blvd., Garrett says. 

The new highway is being built 
at a cost of approximately 
$ 2 , 000 , 000 . 


FW Bloodmobile 
Plans Visits 

The North Texas National De¬ 
fense Blood Center bloodmobile 
will make its final visits of the 
year to Convair FW on Sept. 18 
and 19. 

The bloodmobile has been visit¬ 
ing the plant twice monthly 
since December to receive volun¬ 
teer blood donations for our 
fighting forces in Korea. 

During these twice-a-month 
visits, plus one special visit for 
third shift personnel, the blood 
center has collected 4,097 pints of 
blood from FW employees. 

The Sept. 18 visit will be for 
first shift people and the Sept. 
19 visit will be made for second * 
shift donations. 
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/<y Seek Ch tried 


Service Pins 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees are eligible 
for Convair service pins: 

Fifteen-year pins: Dept. 45, A. J. Au- 
gustenborg. 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 4, L. M. Crowell, 

G. Patterson, T. U. Ward. Dept. 6, L. C. 

Strange Jr., C. A. McCluney, H. B. 

Murphy. Dept. 7, J. E. Harwell, L. Wil- 
kerson, R. R. Gordon. 

Dept. 9, H. L. Barnes. Dept. 14, J. E. 
Bobbitt, H. B. Weddell. Dept. 15, L. E. 
Bourland, H. W. Chick, H. W. Kaker, 

J. F. Knight, W. A. Pockrus. Dept. 20, 
E. S. Odell, W. B. Elliott. Dept. 22, E. 

H. Clayton, F. M. Davis, K. B. Jones, 

V. L. Kee, J. L. Lambert, W. G. Lovell, 
H. G. McQuitty, A. M. Turnbull. 

Dept. 24, W. D. Campbell, K. G. 

Creed, A. J. Emerson, G. W. Griggs, 
A. A. Hamilton, W. T. Inman, J. W. 

McGaha Jr., E. R. Ohlen, J. H. Reagan, 
D. W. Hudson, W. R. Blackburn, M. L. 
Helton. 

Dept. 25, R. E. Barr, L. S. Brooks, 

D. L. Hurst, B. Ludwig, L. C. Warren, 
C. C. Strain. Dept. 27, R. P. Kirkand, 

E. D. West, A. B. McKinney, J. B. Port- 
wood, E. D. Gant. Dept. 30, T. A. Mid¬ 
dleton, I. M. Pemberton. 

Dept. 31, C. W. Adkins, C. Barber, W. 
H. Buttrill, J. L. Cozart, A. L. Crow, 
C. W. Darwin, G. W. Ferrell, T. T. 
Grubis, J. B. Habern, F. E. Helton, W. 
G. Jackson, P. W. Lane, J. R. Oglesby, 
C. V. Reeves, R. N. Stewart, W. W. Wil¬ 
liamson. 

Dept. 43, A. A. Landes, H. A. Mays. 
Dept. 44, R. E. Powell. Dept. 45, F. D. 
Hale, J. H. Ferrell, R. O. Ivey Jr. Dept. 
48, E. L. Athey, W. L. Rainey, J. L. 
Walden. Dept. 50, C. J. Larwood. Dept. 
60, K. S. Coltharp, O. L. Malone, J. J. 
Scott. Dept. 61, T. A. Bassie, O. C. 
Cooper. 

Dept. 62, J. O. Hudson, M. McCown, 
R. A. Neal, E. H. Poteet, T. T. Ray. 
Dept. 64, L. N. Crawford, J. A. Gregory, 
E. R. Sparkman. Dept. 65, C. L. Ed¬ 
wards, J. H. Maughon. Dept. 74, W. W. 
Killough, W. O. Malone. 

Dept. 81, A. W. Bailey, H. L. Bomar, 

W. N. Hall, I. L. Hudson Jr., E. J. 
Mays, A. L. Proffitt, L. D. Turner. 
Dept. 82, O. Arterburn, J. R. Gibbs, T. 
P. Lance, V. Plunk, W. S. Rush, E. J. 
Svrcek. Dept. 92, R. A. Berry, H. C. 
Meadlin, R. R. Mills Jr. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 3, C. L. Hall. 
Dept. 4, O. C. Mclntire. Dept. 6, W. H. 
T. Loh, R. P. Mitchell, J. B. Ray, B. F. 
Bailey Jr., C. T. Jones, R. C. Shellberg. 
Dept. 14. B. J. Cox, R. Sherman. 

Dept. 20, C. Powell, J. X. Schad. Dept. 
22, D. J. Hall, W. D. Holman. Dept. 30, 
M. D. Beck. Dept. 43, R.' M. Lee Jr., 
C. L. Whitaker. Dept. 44, O. R. Cox. O. 

K. Sisk. Dept. 45, J. R. Cole, G. C. Tes- 
terman, T. T. Tucker. 

Dept. 46, M. D. Hughes. Dept. 47, H. 
C. Martin, D. L. Redmon, J. T. Rhodes, 
E. J. Sims, H. R. Sparks. Dept. 48, W. 

G. Massey Jr., E. L. Powell. Dept. 50, 
W. P. Brown, J. D. Burns, T. L. Carter, 
J. O. Daniel, A. O. Hall, A. E. Hatcher, 

H. S. Jones, J. E. Lemast.er, J. Mont¬ 
gomery, R. A. Podsednik, W. T. Sewell, 
C. A. Smith. 

Dept. 52, G. W. Barnes, O. C. I. Britt, 
W. J. Coker, D. G. Fitzgerald. H. M. 
Malone, E. F. Onken, W. E. Witt. Dept. 
60, C. A. Chambers. T. C. Helms, A. S. 
McKandlass, T. L. Wood. Dept. 61, G. L. 
Baucum, W. S. Hill, H. E. McCarther, 
E. K. McDaniel. Dept. 62, L. V. Banis¬ 
ter, J. V. Stephens. 

Dept. 64, R. H. Goelzer, E. E. Mitchell. 
Dept. 65, R. Brannon, V. Lollar, L. Ma- 
j*o, C. R. McWilliams, C. B. Mitchen, 
L R. Morehead. Dept. 73, C. C. Payne. 

M. Avery, H. T. Boswell, 
K. CW-ps Dept. 75, J. S. Case, C. 

J. F. MLvorehftept. 76, W. D. McClure, 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following persons have received 
Employee Suggestion awards totaling 
$288.40 for the period ending Aug. 29 : 

Dept. 3, Industrial Relations: Mary S. 
Williams. 

Dept. 4, Material: N. R. F. Behnka. 
Dept. 30, Machine Shop: R. Rogers. 
Dept. 46, Mating & Wing Components: 
Harold Maitlen, James A. McKay. 

Dept. 64, Development Field Opera¬ 
tions: Stanford L. White. 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Second Shift riders wanted from Ar¬ 
lington Heights. West of Clover Lane in 
vicinity of East-West Expressway. Ken 
Kouder. Phone PE-6350 or ext. 2143. 


Promotions 


FORT WORTH 

Newly-announced promotions to and 
within supervision, professional and ad¬ 
ministrative positions include: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: To design engi¬ 
neer, A. S. Hurst Jr., W. M. Rowell 
Jr., G. G. Radtke, H. Hertel, F. N. 
Dismukes. To structures engineer, R. L. 
Hardy. To engineering writer, J. R. 
Lopez Jr., J. A. Raynor. 

Dept. 11, Contract: To analyst A, 
B. B. Wills. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: To metal¬ 
lurgist, E. A. Lahti. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

Mrs. C. L. R. Smeltzer, production 
control, and daughter, Laura Jane, wish 
to express their deepest appreciation for 
the many kind words and deeds of Con¬ 
vair people during the recent illness and 
death of their husband and father, C. L. 
Roy Smeltzer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack B. Moore, Dept. 
25-3, wish to express their thanks for the 
many cards and gifts sent Moore during 
his recent recuperation from polio at 
City-County hospital. 


TCU Evening College 
Data Filed at FW 

Convair FW employees inter¬ 
ested in entering the TCU Eve¬ 
ning College for the fall semes¬ 
ter were advised this week that 
registration information is avail¬ 
able in the FW Training Section 
library. 

The library, located at column 
72 in the administration building, 
has a complete list of all courses 
to be offered this fall plus addi¬ 
tional information, according to 
R. B. Craig, training supervisor. 


Tips on le«, 0 h 0ne Etiquette 

Brought up h* Supervisors 

Sz f ™‘v' 


attended 

supervisory relations conferences 
conducted by the executive com¬ 
mittee don’t pretend to be au¬ 
thorities on the social graces, but 
they do agree that a gentle re¬ 
minder on telephone etiquette 
may be in order. 

Courtesy on the telephone is 
one of the best ways to win 
friends and influence people, the 
conferees agreed. 

It’s also an effective means of 
inspiring cooperation, they point 
cut. 

In a discussion devoted to im¬ 
proving inter-departmental rela¬ 
tions, they offered three basic 
rules of good telephone etiquette 
aimed at fostering good will: 

(1) Answer promptly and iden¬ 
tify yourself, your department, 
section or office immediately. (2) 
Speak directly into the mouth¬ 
piece in a natural, clear and 
friendly voice. (3) Be polite and 
listen attentively. 

In a telephone conversation, 
the individual can be judged only 
by his voice and manner, they 
cautioned. It’s always wise to 
make as good an impression as 


^vnted out, when you make a 
^ v b.one commitment, follow 


throu.g n 
do. 


LITTLE THINGS?—Maybe, but they add up. At left J. E. Bobbett of Dept. 14-2 FW examines 
air hose sent in for repair after makeshift attempt to repair. Leaks should be reported, not taped. 
At right D. G. Landes of Dept. 14-1 holds worn wipe cloth. Even these should not be discarded, 
because they are good for exchange. 


Over 4,000 Join Bond 
Buying During Drive 

(Continued from page 1) 
ployees cannot sign up for 
bonds,” says M. L. Hicks, assist¬ 
ant division manager and cam¬ 
paign chairman. “Employees may 
sign up at any time by contacting 
their department clerk.” 

“Some employees preferred to 
pay cash for their bonds rather 
than have the money taken out 
of their pay,” Hicks adds. “If all 
figures on these people were 
available, then our percentage 
would be higher.” 

Men like W. E. Austin, Dept. 
62, paid cash for their bond pur¬ 
chases. Austin bought four $1,000 
bonds through the cashier’s sec¬ 
tion to help out in the drive. 


Convair Asks Return of Cloths, 
Regardless of How Badly Torn 


Industrial wiping cloths and 
sections of air hose seem like 
small items in the tremendous 
task of building B-36s, yet these 
two small items cost Convair FW 
something like $106 per day! 

The division receives 20,000 in¬ 
dustrial wiping cloths per week 
from a local laundry. When a 
like number of cloths are re¬ 
turned to the laundry, there is 
only a small fee for cleaning 
them. But when the cloths are 
lost, the division must pay five 
cents each. 


High Winds Damage Airplanes 
And Work Stands at Convair 


with what you agree to 

When tht, ... - _,_ 7 

who is out 18 £ r a pa * y 

rarily, offer to\,. offlce temp °; 
or to furnish the*' . a mess: ^ 
needed. A telephone'l°™ a £ 0 " 
kept close at hand will ? 
wasting time searching for papv. 

If it’s necessary to leave your 
desk even for a brief period, by 
all means ask someone else to 
answer your telephone, they 
urged. 

Courtesy shouldn’t stop when 
the conversation is ended, either. 
Always replace the instrument 
gently in its cradle. 

It isn’t only the person on the 
receiving end who needs to prac¬ 
tice telephone courtesy, the con¬ 
ferees agreed. The caller can 
inspire friendliness by stating his 
business briefly or by asking to 
talk with a particular person in¬ 
stead of demanding tersely, 
“Who’s speaking?” 

The supervisors added a final 
word of advice: always double 
check your number before dial¬ 
ing. 


(Continued from page 1) 

sent careening down the area 
East of Grant’s Lane by winds 
estimated between 58 and 90 
miles per hour in velocity. 

One portable air conditioner 
was destroyed and numerous 
other pieces of equipment dam¬ 
aged along the area occupied by 
the new modernization program. 

Four of the nine B-36s dam¬ 
aged at Convair were Air Force 
planes and three of the four were 
undergoing modernization when 
the wind struck. 

Fifty per cent of the guard 
chains along the Grant’s Lane 
ramp were destroyed or bent 
over by the wind and several 


Is it news? Then g/ab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5269 at TW 
Ext. 1071 at SD 
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lamp poles were either bent or 
blown down. 

Traffic along Grant’s Lane was 
temporarily curtailed after the 
windstorm while Convair men 
rushed back from their Labor 
Day holiday to help clear the 
debris. 

One nose canopy came to rest 
about 100 yards down Grant’s 
Lane from the main plant en¬ 
trance and others were halted by 
a creek bed some 400 yards from 
their original positions. 

Two electrical workers were in¬ 
jured slightly when a flying 
stand struck their parked auto¬ 
mobile in which they had taken 
refuge from the storm. The car 
was severely damaged. 

Other pieces of equipment be¬ 
longing to the electrical concern 
completing work on the moderni¬ 
zation addition were blown com¬ 
pletely out of the area. 

Danger of fire in the Carswell- 
Convair area lessened each day 
after gasoline spilled from the 
wrecked B-36s caused concern for 
all fire fighters. 


Cloths that are torn, damaged 
or badly soiled are taken by the 
laundry and new towels returned. 
There is no extra charge for 
these. 

“Many people don’t realize that 
we must pay for these towels,” 
says G. A. Frazier, tool service 
general foreman. “If they will 
return them to the crib, regard¬ 
less of what state they are in, 
then we can get new ones in re¬ 
turn.” 

Frazier offers the following 
suggestions for users of indus¬ 
trial towels: 

Never throw the towels in the 
trash containers; empty your 
pockets at the end of the shift 
to see that you are not taking 
towels from your work area; 
don’t use towels in acid or sol¬ 
vents that will destroy them; al¬ 
ways turn in a torn or badily 
soiled towel for a new one. 

“Many office people might 
have a number of wiping cloths 
in their desks,” Frazier adds. 
“There is no way we can ex¬ 
change these towels in the shop 
and consequently we have to pay 
for them.” 

Air hoses damaged by drag¬ 
ging or jerking over rough or 
sharp edges costs the division 
some $41 per day, Frazier says. 

Small leaks repaired with ad¬ 
hesive or other types of tape may 
temporarily help but eventually 
result in larger holes and often 
render the hose useless. In most 
cases, the cost of the tape is far 
greater than that of repairing the 
hose. 

Workers using air hoses near 
areas where vehicles operate are 
asked to use protective coverings. 

Many air hoses are damaged 
when employees use the connec¬ 
tions as hammers or levers or 
leave them where they may be 
stepped on or run over, Frazier 
adds. 




DITCHED—Blown into creek south of ramp area at Convair Fort 
were bowled over in Labor Day winds that hit 90 mph. 


parts of docks that 
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Braniff's Newest Airplane—Convair 340—Goes to Work in a Hurry 




CONTRAST—Braniff Airways' first airplane (above) produces a 
striking contrast compared to its latest (shown at right), a Convair- 
Liner model 340. Airplane above, a five-place Stinson-Detroiter, 
flew first Braniff flight June 20, 1928, I 15 miles from Oklahoma City 
to Tulsa. Since then, airline has expanded amazingly, now has fleet 
of big multiple engine transports, flies thousands of miles of routes 
linking, key cities of central U. S. as well as in South America. 


Obsolete blueprints became the 
target at Convair San Diego this 
week as Quality Control con¬ 
tinued a campaign emphasizing 
care and caution as a key to qual¬ 
ity workmanship. 

‘The most important single 
part of a blueprint is its date,” 
G. A. Covington, manager of 
Quality Control, said. 

“If up-to-date, a blueprint is 
an essential tool in every phase 
of airplane construction. If it 
is outdated, it can not only be 
worthless but dangerous.” 

Covington pointed out that use 
of an out-dated print can easily 
mean an incorrect installation 
that requires removal and re¬ 
placement, an expensive process. 

Convair has a carefully plan¬ 
ned system for keeping blueprint 
revisions current. But like all 
systems its successful operation 
depends upon the people who 
make it work. Each blueprint has 
a sticker on which is stamped a 
date. After that date the blue¬ 


print becomes “old” and out-of- 
date. Under Convair’s system, 
the blueprint is recalled at this 
time and revised if necessary and 
sometimes reissued with a new 
void date. 

“This is almost accident proof, 
but not quite,” Covington con¬ 
tinued. “Greatest danger is that 
a print may be Tost/ or tucked 
away in a tool box, making revi¬ 
sion impossible because the print 
can’t be found.” 

Ideally, blueprints should be 
turned in at the end of each day 
and should never be kept beyond 
the void date. 

“Everyone who deals with 
prints can be of great service by 
getting in the habit of checking 
the date before using,” Covington 
added. 

“Do it automatically. It may 
be that you will never encoun¬ 
ter a print that is out-of-date. 
But then again you may. And 
an out-of-date blueprint is like 
a loaded gun. ...” 


UP TO DATE—Magnifying glass calls attention to important 
part of blueprint. Quality Control at San Diego calls for caution 
against obsolete prints. 


Out-dated Blueprints Draw Fire 
From Quality Control at SD 



BRANIFF'S LATEST—Soon after arrival at Love Field, Dallas, after flight from San Diego, Con¬ 
vair-Liner model 340 gets careful appraisal from Braniff Airways people. 


Performance of First Braniff 340 
'Mighty Good,' Chief Pilot Says 


Even though not yet carrying paying passengers, 
Braniff Airways' first Convair-Liner 340 already has gone 
to work. 

Since arriving at Love Field, Dallas, Tex. in late July 
after a delivery flight from San Diego, the ship has been 
on the job daily, training flight and maintenance person¬ 
nel, and has earned an unusual reputation for reliability. 


Braniff Airways this week re¬ 
ported that tentative plans call 
for placing the ship into active 
service between Corpus Christi 
and Amarillo via Dallas. Pos¬ 
sibly, this may be altered later 
t o Corpus-Dallas-Amarillo-Den- 
ver. As to the time it will enter 
service, Braniff wasn’t sure but 
indicated it may be next month. 

The model 340 completed its 
first flight series for Braniff (52 
hours) without interruptions and 
Chief Pilot Dan Hughes com¬ 
mented this was “mighty good” 
for a new ship. 

“It certainly ranks among 
the best in our experience with 
new airplanes just delivered,” 
he added. 

Following the first flight series 
the ship was kept on the ground 
for an interval last month for 
maintenance personnel training 
before resuming its second flight 
series. Air time is scheduled at 
a rate of four three-hour flights 
daily. 

Braniff, which last month offi¬ 
cially merged with Mid-Continent 
Airlines, now has a system of 
18,942 certificated route miles 
serving 64 major cities through¬ 
out the U. S. heartland from the 
Canadian border and Great Lakes 
to the Gulf. Among the big popu¬ 
lation centers which the line con¬ 
nects are Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, Des 
Moines, Omaha, Kansas City, 
Denver, St. Louis, Amarillo, 
Houston, San Antonio, Dallas, 
Oklahoma City, Memphis, New 
Orleans, etc. 

The merger places Braniff 
sixth in rank among domestic 
U. S. carriers and twelfth among 
250 scheduled international air¬ 
lines in the world. Outside of the 
U. S., Braniff has flights to 
Cuba, Panama, Peru, Argentina, 
Brazil, Equador, Bolivia. 

Braniff is 24 years old. It was 
founded by Tom Braniff, then a 
prominent Oklahoma insurance 
man, who bought the line’s first 
plane largely because his younger 
brother, Paul, had learned to fly 
in World War I and wanted to 
fly some more. On June 20, 1928 
the name “Braniff” took to the 
air for the first time when a five- 
place Stinson began the 115-mile 


Bill Ivans Second 

Convair SD’s Bill Ivans logged 
his way to second place in the 
national soaring meet held at 
Grand Prairie, Tex., recently with 
a total of 1,927 points. 

Ivan’s total points were only a 
few short of first place captured 
by Dick Johnson with 2,045 
points. 


hop between Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa. Paul Braniff was the pilot 
of the daily round trip between 
the two cities. 

Merger of Braniff and Mid- 
Continent has brought together 
an impressive fleet of multiple 
engine transports, with more 
to come. Braniff originally or¬ 
dered 20 Convair-Liner model 
340s while Mid-Continent ordered 
six. Thus, the first model 340, 
already delivered, will be follow¬ 
ed by 25 other model 340’s during 


A quick thinking U. S. Coast 
Guardsman drew special grati¬ 
tude and recognition last month 
at San Diego even though he pro¬ 
tested that his action in saving 
a B-36 crash survivor was only 
in the line of duty 

Aviation Ordnanceman First 
Class Raymond A. Gruen was 
aboard a Coast Guard plane that 
alighted on the water Aug. 5 off 
Point Loma where survivors were 
struggling. They had parachuted 
from the plane that later fell into 
the sea with the loss of two Con¬ 
vair lives. 

“When we got in close I saw 
one man who looked as though 
he was exhausted. I was afraid 


this year and next. At San Diego, 
Braniff representative Dick 
Flume indicated he expected 
Braniff's second and third 340 
to be delivered during October. 

Braniff is the second airline to 
receive a 340. United Air Lines 
was the first. 

Meanwhile, Braniff’s first ship 
is being used for extensive indoc¬ 
trination of Braniff personnel. 
Long before its arrival, Convair 
field service engineers went to 
Dallas to set up classes and as¬ 
sist Braniff instructors in con¬ 
ducting such courses as those on 
the electrical, hydraulic, elec¬ 
tronic and mechanical systems of 
the airplane. Though Convair 
instructors have since returned 
to San Diego, Braniff is continu¬ 
ing the classes indefinitely. 


he might not be able to stay up 
until we could get him,” Gruen 
recalled later. “So I went over 
the side.” 

The man in the water was Wil¬ 
lard Wilson, Convair radar tech¬ 
nician, who had used up almost 
all his strength at that point. He 
was on the verge of losing con¬ 
sciousness when Gruen swam to 
his side and held him up until 
the plane could take them aboard. 

“If it hadn’t been for Gruen, 
I don’t think I could have lasted,” 
Wilson said. 

As a token of gratitude, Gruen 
was presented with a fine wrist 
watch contributed by Wilson and 
associates in Dept. 375. 



GRATITUDE—Raymond A. Gruen, right, aviation ordnanceman 
first class in U. S. Coast Guard at San Diego, receives thanks and 
engraved wrist watch from Willard Wilson, Convair SD radar tech¬ 
nician, during, brief ceremony at San Diego last month. Gruen 
leaped into sea Aug. 5 to prevent Wilson from drowning after 
crash of B-36. 

Guardsman Who Swam to Aid SD 
Flyer in Sea Gets Special Award 
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In Back of the Scenes 


Family 'Production Line' Behind 
Convair Daughter Dancing Act 


When Linda Lou and Karen 
Kay Dobbs appear on a Holly¬ 
wood television show Friday eve¬ 
ning (Sept. 12), no small amount 
of the credit should go to three 
people behind the scenes—their 
father, mother ana sister. 

For whenever the girls appear 
in their singing and dancing act, 
it’s a sure bet that every member 
of the family took part in the 
preparations. Their father, 0. M. 
Dobbs (Dept. 350 at Convair SD), 
makes most of their costumes; 
Mrs. Dobbs designs the costumes; 
and their sister, Ina Sue Dobbs 
(Dept. 24), who is an accomplish¬ 
ed performer in her own right 
(Convairiety, July 4, 1951), helps 
with the designing and gives the 
girls technical advice. 

The girls—Linda Lou is 12 
and “K-K” is 9—will appear on 
the “Road to Fame” program at 
7 p.m. Friday on channel 2. Al¬ 
though it will be their “biggest” 
show so far, it won’t be their 
first by a long shot. The girls 
have been studying dancing for 
over five years, and they’ve been 
appearing on USO, benefit, tal¬ 
ent, radio and television shows 
most of that time. Recently 
they’ve been doing an* average of 
two shows a week, and while they 
usually appear together, they also 
do solo acts. 

“They’re following in the steps 
of Ina Sue I guess,” says Dobbs. 
“You might say that performing 
is becoming a family tradition.” 

Dobbs believes he has made be¬ 
tween 50 and 75 sets of costumes 
for the girls since they began 
performing. “They outgrow them 
so fast I can’t keep track of 
them, though,” he adds. 

Making the costumes comes 
naturally to Dobbs. He works 
in the fabric mock-up depart¬ 
ment at Convair, and he has 
been working with cloth and 
garments since his first job— 
in a tailor shop where he help¬ 


ed with alterations—years ago. 

“Mrs. Dobbs and Ina Sue get 
together and figure out what 
they want, and I just cut out the 
pieces and sew them together,” 
he explains. 

In addition to designing all 
their costumes, Mrs. Dobbs acts 
as “agent” for the girls, sees 
that they attend lessons and get 
in their practice, keeps them in¬ 
terested, and is their greatest 
fan. Several years ago she made 
public appearances as a singer, 
and she fully understands the 
girls’ problems. 

“The girls are talented, but 
our family teamwork helps them 
a lot,” she says. “That show 
Friday night could be their big 
break—judging is based on write- 
in votes—and we’ve all worked 
hard to be sure they’ll turn in the 
best possible performance.” 


WILD WEST—Linda Lou, left, 
and Karen Kay Dobbs show cos¬ 
tumes made by father, O. M. 
Dobbs (Dept. 350 SD). 


BEHIND THE SCENES—All members of family take part in prep¬ 
arations when Linda Lou and Karen Kay Dobbs perform in shows. 
Their mother, Mrs. O. M. Dobbs, and sister, Ina Sue, design cos¬ 
tumes, while father, O. M. Dobbs (Dept. 350 SD), does sewing. 


Off Again 

Al Fisher Leaves Convair to Start 
New Career. Fourth in 70 Years 


People who retire usually talk 
in terms of chicken ranches, 
travel, or just loafing, but Albert 
T. Fisher, former Navy Bureau 
of Aeronautics electronics inspec¬ 
tor at Convair SD, is different. 

Fisher, who “retired” last 
month for the second time, found 
himself another job even before 
his retirement became effective. 
But this job—the fourth career 
he has launched in his 70 years 
(Convairiety, Dec. 5, 1951)—will 
be only part time, as a school 
crossing guard for the La Mesa 
Police Department. 

“I’ll only be working three 
hours a day, which will leave me 
plenty of time for my radio ‘lis¬ 
tening post,’ ” Fisher says. A 
radio “ham” since 1914, Fisher 
has a communications receiver 
which will give him world-wide 
reception. Although he has a 
special first class commercial 


radio operator’s license, he 
doesn’t plan to do any transmit¬ 
ting. 

“I just want to keep up with 
what’s going on in the world,” 
he says. “And I can do that very 
well by ‘eavesdropping.’ ” 

Although he was a railroad 
man for 17 years, Fisher joined 
the Navy in 1918 and liked it so 
well be stayed for 20 years. He 
retired in 1938 as a chief radio¬ 
man, and four years later became 
a Navy inspector at Convair. He 
held this position for almost 11 
years, retiring again Aug. 29. 

Fisher also plans to do some 
traveling, but it will be done dur¬ 
ing the summer months, when 
he is on vacation from his new 
job. His chief ambition is to 
live to be 90. 

“And my doctor says I should 
make it with plenty of time to 
spare,” he adds. 



LISTENING POST—Albert T. 
Fisher, who retired Aug. 29 as 
Navy Bureau of Aeronautics 
electronics inspector, plans to 
spend part of his spare time 
"listening in" on various radio 
bands. 
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"That felt like a lousy move ..." 


FW Son Joins up as 
Brother Quits Army 

The O. D. Stagg, Dept. 27-7, 
family of Convair FW this month 
welcomed home a soldier son 
from Korea and sent a second 
son off to the armed forces. 

Sgt. Myron Stagg, formerly of 
Dept. 27, was due in Fort Worth 
for discharge after a tour of duty 
in Korea with the U. S. Army. 
Dennis Stagg, formerly of Dept. 
75, will be commissioned a second 
leutenant in the Army soon. Lt. 
Stagg will attend additional 
schools to become an Army chap¬ 
lain. 

The Staggs have a third son, 
Kenneth, who is entering Baylor 
University for his final year of 
study. Mrs. Stagg is a former 
Dept. 27 employee. 


Boyhood Hobby 

Convair Man Former U. S. Army 
Instructor on Poison Reptiles 


Although he doesn’t consider 
himself a top authority, Harold 
W. Lafferty (Dept. 401 at Con¬ 
vair SD) probably has more first¬ 
hand information on reptiles than 
many college professors who spe¬ 
cialize in the field. 

Reptiles have always fascinated 
Lafferty, and he has been catch¬ 
ing, handling and selling them, 
and lecturing and teaching about 
them for over half of his life. 

“I caught my first snake—a 
large rattler—while I was still 
in grade school, and I kept him 
for over five years,” Lafferty 
says. 

Lafferty entered the Army Air 
Corps in 1942 and served on 
numerous Pacific islands. He 
spent much of his spare time 
killing and skinning snakes and 
lizards, and one of his prized pos¬ 
sessions is a huge lizard skin 
from New Guinea. 

“It looks more like a small 
dragon than a lizard,” he says. 

After he was discharged in 
1945 Lafferty bought a surplus 
jeep and “turned professional.” 
He made several hunting expedi¬ 
tions into Mexico, bringing back 
hundreds of reptiles. On a trip 
to British Honduras over almost 
non-existent roads, he brought 
back 19 boa constrictors. (Live 
ones, that is!) 

“I sold eight to private indi¬ 
viduals. I can’t imagine what 
they wanted them for. The rest 
went to zoos and carnivals, al¬ 
ways my best customers.” 

Lafferty first operated from 
his home in Los Angeles, but city 
restrictions forced him to move 
to Bakersfield. There he acciden¬ 
tally launched a lecturing career. 
As a gag, he was introduced at a 
meeting as a “political expert” 
and thereafter produced a live 
snake that sent the audience 
packing. Spectators returned, 
however, to keep him answering 
questions for five hours, not on 
politics but on snakes. 

His reputation grew and there¬ 
after he was sought out by civic 
Clubs and schools to speak and 
show movies of his activities. 

“But I didn’t consider myself 
an expert, and I didn’t feel quite 
right lecturing when I knew there 
were many people who knew 
much more about reptiles than 
I did,” Lafferty says. “So in 
July, 1948, I joined the Army 
again—this time the Airborne In¬ 
fantry.” 

Lafferty’s reputation as a 
snake handler followed him into 
the Army, and in 1951 he was 
transferred to the Infantry 
School at Ft. Benning, Ga., 
with orders to set up a school 
on poisonous reptiles for the 
Rangers. Lafferty believes that 
it was the first such school ever 
established by the Army. 

The school became somewhat 
of an Army show place, and 


Lafferty became accustomed to 
seeing high ranking officers and 
dignitaries in his audiences. He 
once gave a lecture to Gen. Mark 
Clark, now supreme commander 
of Allied Forces in the Far East. 

Lafferty has been bitten by a 
snake only once in his entire ca¬ 
reer. While giving a lecture to 
a group of officers he handed a 
rattlesnake to an assistant, who 
dropped the snake. Lafferty 
made a grab for the rattler to 
prevent it from striking into the 
group of officers. The snake bit 
him on a finger, and Lafferty, 
after putting the snake safely 
away, promptly used his own fin¬ 
ger to demonstrate proper treat¬ 
ment. 

Lafferty hasn’t always confined 
his “bring ’em back alive” tech¬ 
niques to reptiles. He once cap¬ 
tured single handedly a wildcat 
which had fallen into a deep fox¬ 
hole. He protected himself by 
donning heavy gloves, baseball 
face and chest protectors, and 
wrapping his arms in strips of 
a blanket. 

Following a vacation after 
leaving the Army in June, Laf¬ 
ferty joined Convair early in Au¬ 
gust. He hasn’t worked with rep¬ 
tiles since leaving the Army, but 
he plans to start collecting them 
again soon in his spare time. 

“Just as soon as I can find a 
place to keep them I’ll be in busi¬ 
ness, but strictly on a part-time 
basis,” he says. 



REMINISCING —Harold Laf¬ 
ferty, former professional reptile 
handler and lecturer, points out 
boa similar to ones he captured 
on Central American expedition 
to Mrs. Lafferty at Balboa Park 
Zoo. Lafferty is now in Dept. 
401 at Convair SD. 



FOR THE BRASS—Process of "milking" a rattlesnake is demon¬ 
strated to Gen. Mark Clark by H. W. Lafferty (now of Dept. 401 
SD) when he was in Army. Lafferty, second from left, a self-taught 
expert on reptiles, once ran school to teach Rangers snake behavior. 
Note look on general's face! Lafferty has been bitten only once. 
It was on such an occasion as this that assistant dropped snake and 
Lafferty was struck in finger.—U. S. Army photo. 
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New Therapy Tank, 
a Con-Trib Gift, 
Goes Into Service 


REJUVENATED—Once a Lincoln Continental, this is car that Harry Keen (Dept. 64 FW) rebuilt 
with Lincoln, Ford, Mercury and assorted parts. Motor is 175 hp, car does more than I 10 mph. 


FW 'Amateur' Lets Imagination Run 
As He Rebuilds Car Stem to Stern 


Take a few ideas gained from 
reading magazines on mechanics, 
add a natural knack for .tinkering 
with engines and you may come 
up with some astounding results. 
Convair FW’s Harry Keen did. 

An instrument mechanic in 
Dept. 64, Keen has engineered a 
car that is unique among automo¬ 
biles in the southwest. 

“I’ve never studied mechanics 
and this is my first attempt at 
rebuilding a motor,” Keen ad¬ 
mits. “I guess working around 
the B-36 got me interested in 
doing something better in the 
iealm of automobiles.” 

Keen’s labor of love is a 1940 
Lincoln Continental convertible he 
has rebuilt from the ground up. 
It packs a unique 175-horsepower 
power plant. 

The car was bought about a 
year and a half ago from the 
original owner. Since that time, 
almost every part has been re¬ 
worked in Keen’s small garage 


shop. 

He rebuilt the Columbia rear 
end and transmission, installed 
new bearings and steering 
mechanisms and corrected the 
frame and body. Neighbors aid¬ 
ed him in building a new top and 
seat covers. 

Parts for a V-12 engine are al¬ 
most obsolete now, so Keen had 
to revise and improvise in build¬ 
ing a new souped-up power plant. 
He started by pulling the original 
motor and building from there. 

“My plan was to build a mod¬ 
ern engine with more horsepower 
for the weight,” Keen says. “I 
think a ride in my finished car 
will convince anyone that I’ve 
succeeded.” 

The motor is built on a 1948 
Mercury block that had been 
“ported and relieved,” bored 
125,000ths oversize (three and 
five-sixteenths hole size). 

A 1951 Mercury balanced 
crankshaft drives the car. A 


three-fourths cam gives the en¬ 
gine a greater speed. Twin Ford 
carburetors give the engine added 
performance. 

An extra heavy Ford truck fly¬ 
wheel produces smoother engine 
performance. The car has a 9.1 
to 1 compression ratio. 

The big engine has no cooling 
fan because added features elimi¬ 
nate extra friction. A dual ex¬ 
haust system eliminates exces¬ 
sive heat build. The flow of 
water through the engine has 
been slowed down by filing down 
all except two pump veins. 

Unusual added features include 
85-pound valve springs. The en¬ 
gine has all Offenhauser acces¬ 
sories and a converted V-12 dis¬ 
tributor producing maximum 
RPM’s. Front tires are mounted 
on 15-inch truck rims for added 
safety. 

Keen figures he has about $500 
tied up in the engine alone and 
over $1,000 in the car above the 
original cost. That doesn’t in¬ 
clude labor. 

He has had help from a few 
friends and gives credit to A. E. 
Buswell, Dept. 47, for much aid 
in the project. 

No speed demon, Keen says 
he’s never opened his new crea¬ 
tion up to determine just how 
fast it will go. However, he rea¬ 
sons that his 110-mile estimate is 
about correct. 


Two new pieces of polio-fighting equipment were mak¬ 
ing life easier this week for polio patients at Fort Worth’s 
City-County Hospital, thanks to the generosity of Convair 
FW employees. 

The new equipment, along with 
a third unit to be delivered soon, 
was purchased for the hospital 
through the Convair FW Em- 


FW Management Club 
Ducats on Sale Soon 

Tickets for the Convair FW 
Management Club dance at Lake 
Worth Casino Sept. 27 will go on 
sale soon, according to Bill Gra¬ 
ham, program chairman. 

The dance will feature the 
music of Frankie Carle, his piano 
and his orchestra. 

A special arrangement has 
been made with the Casino man¬ 
agement to include all beverages 
and incidentals in the original 
cost of the tickets, Graham says. 
Door prizes will also be awarded. 


Davy Jones’ Locker 
Gets Smoker’s Pipe 

Convair FW friends of R. W. 
Harwell, Dept. 9-1, won’t soon 
let him forget a recent boat 
excursion on Eagle Mountain 
Lake. 

Harwell, with Accounting 
Dept, friends, calmly leaned 
over the side of the boat to 
clean his pipe with a wooden 
match. 

Finishing his chore, he calm¬ 
ly tossed the pipe overboard 
and put the match in his mouth. 


ployees Con-Trib-Club Fund. 

A big hydromassage water 
therapy tank, capable of holding 
three children at once, and a new 
patient lifting machine were put 
in use last week. 

A portable cart for transfer¬ 
ring patients into the tank will 
complete the original purchase 
order for equipment voted by the 
Con-Trib-Club committee. 

“This equipment gives us one 
of the best equipped hospitals for 
combatting polio in the south¬ 
west,” says Lowell Hudson, City- 
County administrator. 

“Such a gift is unique in that 
permanent fixtures such as these 
cannot be installed in local hospi¬ 
tals by the National Foundation 
for Infantile Paralysis,” he adds. 
“Funds from that organization 
are used principally for respira¬ 
tor types of equipment such as 
iron lungs and chest respirators 
which can be moved from place 
to place.” 

(The Con-Trib-Club committee 
decided to purchase the units 
after it was notified that the 
March of Dimes would not accept 
funds collected in a united cam¬ 
paign.) 

“By using the money to supple¬ 
ment equipment for treating polio 
at City-County Hospital, we ac¬ 
complish the same purpose and 
know that our contributions are 
being used locally,” says Grady 
Henry, a member of Con-Trib- 
Club budget committee who made 
the official presentation of the 
equipment to Hudson. 


ALL CONVAIR—Even clergyman was from Convair FW at this 
wedding, when R. W. Lilly of Dept. 31 and Iva Jeanne Moos of 
Dept. 22 were united. Best man was K. W. Foster (Dept. 31) and 
maid of honor was Mrs. K. W. Foster (Dept. 74). Nuptials were at 
home of Mrs. E. A. Edwards (Dept. 27). Conducting ceremony is 
E. G. Crosier of Dept. 3-2. 


Convair Man's Experience With Employment 
of Handicapped Leads to White House Bid 


FROM HARRY—W. E. Cara¬ 
way of Convair FW holds invi¬ 
tation from president to attend 
meeting in Washington, 


It isn’t every day a person re¬ 
ceives a letter with the return 
oddress marked simply “The 
White House.” That’s why Con¬ 
vair FW’s M. E. Caraway did a 
double take when he received one 
lecently. 

Inside the envelope was an in¬ 
vitation from the President of the 
United States asking Caraway to 
attend a meeting of the Presi¬ 
dent’s Committee on Employment 
of the Physically Handicapped. 
The meeting was held last week 
in Washington. 

Caraway has long been a friend 
of the physically handicapped and 
has helped many find employ¬ 
ment. His public comments about 
abilities of physically handicap¬ 
ped persons have often been 
quoted. 

“I guess that’s why I was in¬ 
vited to the meeting,” Caraway 
says. “It was a great honor. 1 
didn’t hesitate in deciding to at¬ 
tend.” 


When wedding bells rang Aug. 
28 for Iva Jeanne Moos, Dept. 
22-5, and R. W. Lilly, Dept. 31-2 
general foreman, nearly all Con¬ 
vair FW got into the act. 

Rev. E. G. Crosier, assistant 
supervisor of Convair FW Em¬ 
ployee Services, was officiating 
minister and the vows were ex¬ 
changed at the home of E. A. 
Edwards, Dept. 27. Attendants 
were Mr. and Mrs. K. W. Foster, 
Depts. 31 and 74, respectively. 


DISTRIBUTION—Con-Trib-Club checks at Fort Worth go out to 
local charities. At left are M. L. Hicks, FW club vice chairman, 

M. A. Stewart, club committee member, and Grady Henry (obscured in photo), 
also committee member. At right are charity heads: Lowell Hudson of City- 
County Hospital, Larry Graff of Safety Council, Dr. J. M. Church of Heart 
Association, William Schweitzer of Red Cross, Edwin Phillips of Cancer Society, 
E. B. Collett of Tuberculosis Society, Dr. W. J. Danforth of Goodwill Industries, 
C. J. Aldenhoven of Crippled Children's Society, and C. J. Berry of Community 
Chest. 


INTO ACTION—New piece of polio equipment, bought by FW Con-Trib-Club funds, installed 
at City-County Hospital at Fort Worth. Left to right, Beverly Thompson, trying out lifting appa¬ 
ratus, Grady Henry, club committee member, Betty Steele, nurse, Milton Stewart, club committee 
member. 


It's 'All Convair' as 
Couple Weds in FW 
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CRA Activities at FW 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest organizations of new 
activities.) 


ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, ext. 5141. Meetings 7:30 p.m. each 
Tuesday at CRA Ranch. 

BADMINTON—Phil Mahaffey, commissioner, ext. 5249. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pemberton, commissioner, ext. 3121 (Second 
Shift). Ballroom dance lessons, 3 to 5 p.m. Sundays at CRAConter. 

BAND—J. S. Lewis, commissioner, ext. 5284. Home phone WI-4788. Rehearsal 
7 :30 p.m. each Thursday at CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commissioner, phone SU-6921. Basketball prac¬ 
tice wil start Oct. 1 with nine first shift teams and four second shift teams. De¬ 
partments should begin to organize teams now. League pla’y will not start until 
November. Players who do not have a team to play with by Oct. 1 may call CRA 
office, ext. 5141 for information. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commissioner, ext. 5139. Winter leagues now being 
organized. Second shift, W. D. Martin, ext. 6105. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, ext. 4239. Duplicate and party bridge 
sessions, 8 p.m. Sept. 12 and 19 at CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, ext. 2100. Second shift, J. D. Goodman, 
ext. 6293. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES—J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, ext. 5120. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, ext. 5242. 



GOING, GOING—Dillard C. Jackson, Fort Worth, stamp dealer, auctions off YB-60 first flight 
cover at CRA Stamp and Coin Club gathering. 



FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, ext. 5296. Monthly and quarterly fishing 
contests under way with prizes for largest bass, crappie, sand bass and channel cat 
caught with rod and reel or cane pole and line. Register weight of fish by last 
day of month at CRA office, ext. 5141. 

GOLF—Fred Foster, commissioner, ext. 3261. Second shift, J. M. Thompson Jr., 
ext. 2185. 

HORSESHOES—Finn Wahl, commissioner, ext. 3132. Plantwide activity during 
lunch periods. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commissioner, ext. 3207. Activity to resume at 
Will Rogers Coliseum on Sept. 9. Free admission for CRA members from 7 to 8 
p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays only upon presentation of CRA Skating Card. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, commissioner, ext. 3188. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, commissioner, ext. 5138. Meetings 7:30 
p.m. each Tuesday at CRA Center. 

MOVIES—Miscellaneous movies each Monday during lunch period at 50-foot 
aisle. Serial each Wednesday. 

RADIO—Robert Raines, commissioner, ext. 3254. Radio classes 10 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday at CRA Center. Station projects 7:30 p.m. each Friday. 

RIDING—Jimmy Shackelford, commissioner, ext. 3184. Adult classes each week¬ 
day evening. Children’s classes mornings except Sunday and afternoons except 
Tuesday and Thursday. All at CRA Ranch. Rental horses available daily except 
Monday to CRA members and their families. For evening classss contact Bill 
Wooten, ext. 3250. For day classes contact Mr. Patton at CRA Ranch. For trail 
and ha'yride reservations contact C. J. Hall, ext. 5141 or PE-0191. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelord, commissioner, ext. 3184. Roping at 2:30 p.m. 
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays 
at CRA Ranch. 

SOFTBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, phone LO-2959. Second shift, J. B. 
Martin, ext. 5211. 

SQUARE DANCING—Roes Carney, commissioner, ext. 3260. Dancing every 
Monday, Northside Recreation Bldg., 18th & Harrington. Beginners 7 to 8 p.m., 
advanced 8 to 10 p.m. 

STAMP & COIN—J. D. White, commissioner, ext. 3131. Regular meetings 7:45 
p.m. First and third Tuesdays at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—Lucky Sawamura, commissioner, ext. 5141. Play during lunch 
periods at plant and at 7:30 p.m. on second and fourth Tuesdays at CRA -Center. 
Activity also scheduled 7 :30 p.m. Sept. 14 at CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Terry Stephens, commissioner, ext. 6284 or 4239. Regular activity 
under way at Forest park courts. 

VOLLEYBALL—W. B. Roberson, commissioner, ext. 2127. First shift 7 to 9 
p.m. Wednesday. Second shift, 10 to 11:30 a.m. Tuesday. All at City Recreation 
Bldg, on West Vickery street. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Pennington, commissioner, ext. 3137. Washer 
pitching during lunch periods. 


Pilots Watch Light in Night Race 
To High Altitude and Hover in Sky 


Broadway Hit Will Open 
FW Drama Season Oct. 16 


Two Convair pilots, flying- 
freight from San Diego to Fort 
Worth late last month, had some¬ 
thing to talk about during the 
last quarter hour of their flight. 

Pilot Loran Pilling didn’t come 

Jingle Contest Hits 
Covering up Errors 

Patricia Messenger’s jingle de¬ 
scribing the consequences await¬ 
ing an employee found covering 
up errors won first place in a 
Quality Control (Dept. 27-4) 
limerick contest at SD last month. 
Award for first place was a free 
lunch from Dept. 27-4 manage¬ 
ment at an out-of-plant restau¬ 
rant. Runners-up in the contest 
were T. A. White and Evia 
Powell. Entries were judged by 
H. W. Kless, supervisor of Air 
Force Inspection, and G. E. 
Briggs of Industrial Engineering. 


out and say he’d seen a “flying 
saucer” but did indicate that he 
had seen something he couldn’t 
explain. Neither could co-pilot 
Russ Fishback explain it. 

“It looked like the landing light 
of a plane was at maybe 5,000 
feet, ahead of us. We were at 
3,000 feet. It was about 9:25 p.m. 
when we sighted it and we never 
got close enough to see a shape.” 

Whatever it was could climb at 
a high rate of speed for later 
it raced up to 20,000 or 25,000 
feet, and also could hover, for it 
seemed to hang in the air. On 
landing at Fort Worth Pilling 
found he and Fishback weren’t 
the only ones to view the phe¬ 
nomenon. The field tower had 
been watching, too. 

“Don’t ask me what it was,” 
Pilling said. “I just know I saw 


CRA’s Wing and Masque Play¬ 
ers ^at Convair FW will open their 
1952-53 dramatic season Oct. 16 
when they stage their version of 
the Broadway hit, “Two Blind 
Mice,” according to E. Stanton 
Brown, drama commissioner. 

The opening production will 
run for five nights with the final 
performances slated for Oct. 24 
and 25. 

A tentative schedule for the re¬ 
mainder of the season has been 
set to run through May 30. Each 
show will be staged five nights 
cn consecutive weekends. 

“We have added an extra per¬ 
formance for each show this sea¬ 
son in an effort to accommodate 
more people,” Brown says. 
“Twice last season we were 
forced to turn people away be¬ 
cause of lack of seating space. 
This season we can add another 
performance, should attendance 
warrant it.” 

Casting for “Two Blind Mice” 
was completed last week. The 
show goes into rehearsal imme¬ 
diately under the direction of 
Brown. 

Written by Samuel Spewack. 
the first show revolves around 
two nice old ladies who operate a 
government bureau actually dis¬ 
banded four years previously. 
Things start moving when a 
newspaperman takes over their 
bureau and imports army, navy 
and state department people in 
what is supposed to be a top se¬ 
cret operation. 

A love triangle develops around 
the reporter, his ex-wife and her 

Annual Mums Show 
to be Oct. 26 at SD 

The annual chrysanthemum 
show of the CRA Garden Club 
?t Convair SD has been scheduled 
for Oct. 26 in the Floral Associa¬ 
tion Building in Balboa Park, 
Commissioner Mike Delva an¬ 
nounced last 


fiance. The show is a laugh-a- 
minute hit that pokes fun at stu¬ 
pidity, bureaucracy and red tape. 

Other shows scheduled for the 
season and their production dates 
include “Suspect,” Nov. 27, 28, 29 
and Dec. 5-6; “Gramercy Ghost,” 
Feb. 19-21, 27-28; “Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois,” April 2-4, 10-11; and 
“My Sister Eileen,” May 21-23, 
29-30. 

Six Give Right 
Bridge Answer 

Convair FW’s bridge contest, 
staged recently by the CRA 
Bridge Club, apparently had the 
experts scratching their heads. 

At least that was the conclu¬ 
sion drawn by club officers from 
the numerous telephone calls and 
inquiries on how the contest 
hand could be solved. 

Six persons submitted correct 
solutions to receive double decks 
of plastic playing cards for their 
efforts. Approximately 60 solu¬ 
tions were mailed in before the 
contest closed. 

Winners included Mrs. J. M. 
Frost, whose husband works in 
Dept. 4; H. E. Kincaid, Dept. 6-5; 
0. B. Davis, Dept. 4-1, and Mrs. 
Davis; and J. A. Dilworth, Dept. 
6, and Mrs. Dilworth. 

For benefit of those who could 
not work the problem, the correct 
solution appears below: 

North wins the spade open¬ 
ing, South wins a diamond. 
North finesses a heart, South 
ruffs high a diamond. North 
finesses another heart, South 
again ruffs high a diamond. 
South wins the top club and 
North the top trump. North 
wins two diamonds on which 
South discards two clubs, 
double squeezing East and 
West. Neither East nor West 
can discard spades and neither 
can discard a club. 


CRA Club Sells 
YB-60 Cover 

Members of the CRA Stamp 
and Coin activity at Convair FW 
parted with one of their most 
prized possessions last month at 
an auction open to the public. 

Going to the highest bidder was 
one of the 15 first flight covers 
of the YB-60, according to J. D. 
White, commissioner. The re¬ 
maining covers belong to individ¬ 
ual club members. 

The cover was sold to a local 
stamp dealer and the money turn¬ 
ed over to the club’s general fund. 

The special auction was at¬ 
tended by some 56 stamp collec¬ 
tors from the Fort Worth area. 
Members also put up lots of 
stamps for auction, White says. 

Family Dominates 
Club Bridge Series 

The H. H. Pinkerton family of 
Convair FW had the recent CRA 
Bridge Club’s six-week series all 
wrapped up when it came time 
to determine winners. 

Mrs. Pinkerton walked off with 
first place to receive a special 
award, the officer’s traveling 
trophy and master points. 

Her husband, a Dept. 6 em¬ 
ployee, nabbed second place while 
John Smith, also of Dept. 6, took 
third place honors. 

Dept. 43 Families 
Picnic at Springs 

Employees in Dept. 43 at Con¬ 
vair SD and their families pic¬ 
nicked Saturday (Sept. 6) at 
Flinn Springs, near El Cajon, 
R. E. Elo, general foreman, re¬ 
ported Monday. 

The picnic began at 10 a.m. 
and each family provided its own 
lunch. Soft drinks and ice cream 
were provided at the park. Activi¬ 
ties included races, shoe scram¬ 
bles, ball games and other games, 
with prizes for winners, plus door 
prizes, dancing and special enter¬ 
tainment. 


ANCIENT AND MODERN—Members of CRA Archery Club at Convair SD 
matched time-tested bows and arrows against modern pistols of CRA Pistol Club 
in recent contest at San Diego Police Pistol Range, and came off second best, but 
only by slight margin. Above are members of clubs who participated in novel 


shooting match, although only top 10 scores from each club were counted in 
contest. Archers fired at 48-inch target, standard for their weapons at 50 yards, 
while pistol marksmen fired at standard nine-inch target, from same distance. 
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PENNANT WINNERS—After winning American League title at San Diego with 
record of 10 wins, no losses, Dept. 3 won first two games of three-game playoff 
series from Dept. 350 with identical scores, 11-5, I 1-5, to take plant softball cham¬ 
pionship at Convair SD late in August. Dept. 350, winner of National League, 
also finished regular season with 10-0 record, but lost three key players to armed 
forces and entered series under handicap. Left, Dept. 3 team members, left to 
right, are: Top, C. E. Griffith, Ken Ellis, L. H. Morris, Sr., Larry Failor, Al Mar¬ 
tinez, Marco Scolari; bottom, "Pete" Beyrer, John Murillo, Dick Evilsizor, Batboy 
L. H. Morris, Jr., Mgr. R. L. Hyde, Jack Swank, Mike Clark. Team members not 


shown include Milt Wisdom, Frank Roeder and George Woodberry. Right, Dept. 
350 team members, left to rigtht, are: Top, R. L. Johnson, George Gustenberger, 
John Switi, Mrs. E. L. Lampe (scorekeeper), Robert Steen, E. L. Lampe; bottom, 
Mgr. W. M. Basile, J. Zettle, Ralph Esparza, Ray Esparza, William Smith, Henry 
Raptis. Team members who entered service were J. P. Rodriguez, Jack Beard, Bob 
Deardorff. Center, Dept. 350 Third Baseman Ray Esparza, left, and Mike Clark 
end in tie as Clark steals third in first playoff game. Umpire ruled Clark safe, as 
Esparza failed to tag him. 


Sept. 20 Set 
For Net Meet 

CRA table tennis enthusiasts 
will gather at Convair FW’s CRA 
Center Sept. 20 for a big all-day 
tournament for all ages, accord¬ 
ing to Luck Sawamura, CRA 
table tennis commissioner. 

Events will include singles, 
doubles and mixed doubles. If a 
sufficient number of entries are 
received, the singles event will be 
divided into novice and advanced 
classes. 

Prizes will be awarded in all 
events. 

Deadline for entries will be 
Sept. 12. Entry blanks are avail¬ 
able at CRA office or from group 
table tennis leaders in the plant. 

Sawamura also reports that 
table tennis activities will have 
use of the CRA Center on the 
second and fourth Tuesday night 
cf each month and alternate Sun¬ 
days, beginning Sept. 1. 


Missile Shot Wins 
August Competition 

Guided Missile Division Po¬ 
mona's Bob Manring (Dept. 906) 
made a clean sweep of the CRA 
monthly pistol matches at Con¬ 
vair SD in August, winning first 
in the .22 police course, master 
division, and first in the center 
fire match. 

Rod Pease was second in the 
.22 police course, master division, 
w^ith a score of 295—only one 
point under Manring’s 296. Jim 
Half acre (Dept. 635) was first 
in the expert division with 284; 
Joe Williamson (Dept. 401) was 
first in the sharpshooter division 
with 291; and G. D. Parker (Dept. 
31) was first in the marksman 
division with 263. Manring’s 
score in the center fire was 280. 


Fort Worth Hoopsters 
Plan Basketball Year 


Firearms Best Bows, Arrows 
In Close Inter-club Contest 


Although they lost the match 
by a small margin, CRA archers 
at Convair SD proved last month 
that the bow and arrow can still 
hold its own, even in competition 
with modern firearms. 

The shooting match, with the 
CRA Pistol Club, was staged 
Aug. 24 at the San Diego Police 
Pistol Range. Ten members from 
each club shot at targets stand¬ 
ard for their own weapons at 50 
yards. 

“Our club members haven’t 
been shooting at fixed distance 
targets recently, or we would 
have made a better showing,” 
said E. C. Generas, CRA archery 
commissioner. “As it was, our 


YWCA Dances Open 
to Convair Families 

All Convair employees and 
their families in San Diego may 
attend dances every Friday eve¬ 
ning at the United Community 
Defense Services Lounge at the 
YWCA, 10th and C, Ellen And- 
reason, CRA commissioner, re¬ 
minded this week. 

The lounge is open from 7 to 
10 p.m. every Thursday and Fri¬ 
day. Dances begin at 7 p.m. Fri¬ 
days, and are followed by enter¬ 
tainment at 9 p.m. Nursery and 
child care services are available 
Friday evenings for a small fee, 
but there is no charge for other 
activities at the lounge. 


WEDNESDAY CHAMPS—Winners in the Wednesday Night 
League—last of Summer Bowling Leagues at Convair SD to com¬ 
plete play—were Sad Sacks. Team members, left to right, top: 
Hazel Branin, Elizabeth Noakes; below, Bob Zinser, LeRoy DeShon, 
Paul Aslin, 


first team lost by a total of 1,260 
to 1,302 (of a possible 1,500), and 
our second team by 857 to 1,053.” 

Pistol team members, firing 30 
rounds from .22 caliber pistols at 
nine-inch targets, made the fol¬ 
lowing individual scores: Bob 
Manring (Dept. 906, Guided Mis¬ 
sile Division, Pomona), 278; Joe 
Williamson (Dept. 401), 266; Bill 
Dittman (Dept. 6), 260; Dave 
Hull ,Dept. 6), 252; Bill Corden 
(Dept. 6), 246; Clark Kerr (Dept. 
6), 246; Jim Baxter (Dept. 13), 
227; Ash Bishop (Dept. 401), 221; 

G. D. Parker (Dept. 31), 205; 
R. A. Benson (wife in Dept. 250), 
149. 

Members of the Archery Club, 
shooting 30 arrows at standard 
48-inch tragets, made the follow¬ 
ing scores: Roy Dill (Dept. 55), 
267; J. H. Hood (Dept. 6), 255; 

H. R. Ross (Dept. 22-5), 252; 

Fred Cohenour (Dept. 24-1), 246; 
Bob Emerson (Dept. 24-1), 240; 
Generas (Dept. 22-5), 235; Tom 
Shulze (Dept. 24-1), 231; Bill 
Fade (Dept. 376), 183; Roy 

Cooley (Dept. 24-1), 129; George 
Mead (Dept. 6), 97. 


Convair FW departments or 
groups interested in entering 
1952 CRA basketball play are 
asked to start forming their 
teams soon, according to Ed 
Tucknies, CRA basketball com¬ 
missioner. 

“League play won’t start until 
Nov. 1 or shortly thereafter,” 
Tucknies says. “But we will have 
gymnasiums available for prac¬ 
tice in October and want to find 
out how many teams plan to 
enter this season.” 

Most teams are formed by de¬ 
partments or several departments. 
However, individuals from vari¬ 
ous departments may organize 
teams, Tucknies says. 

Tentative plans for the season 
call for fielding two leagues for 
the first shift and one league for 
second shift cagers. An addi¬ 
tional team will be entered in one 


Golfers Will Play 
Rancho Sept. 20, 21 

The regular monthly CRA 
sweepstakes for San Diego golf¬ 
ers will be held at Rancho Santa 
Fe golf course Sept. 20 and 21, 
Russ Osgood, CRA commissioner, 
announced this week. 

The event will be a regular 18- 
hole medal play sweepstakes, 
Osgood said. Four prizes are 
being offered in each of the four 
handicap divisions. 


Samson Scores Second Straight 
Grand Slam Victory in Tennis 


of the city leagues. 

Teams already formed must 
submit a roster to the CRA office 
prior to the opening of the sea¬ 
son, Tucknies says. 

Information on formation of 
teams and dates for practice will 
also be available through the 
CRA office. 

CRA basketball equipment will 
be issued at a later date, Tucknies 
adds. 


Bowmen Challenged 
by British Archers 

An international archery match 
with the Bristol Aeroplane Com¬ 
pany of Bristol, England, is being 
planned by the CRA Archery 
Club at Convair SD, Commis¬ 
sioner E. C. Generas said last 
week. 

“We received an invitation last 
month from Mrs. John Oram, sec¬ 
retary of the ‘Bristol Aeroplane 
Company of Archers’ to a ‘postal 
match,’ ” Generas said. “We have 
tentatively accepted, and have' 
written Mrs. Oram for further 
information as to the type of 
course to be used, etc.” 

Under the plans, Convair arch¬ 
ers would shoot at their range in 
San Diego, Bristol archers would 
use their home range, and results 
would be compared by mail to 
determine the winner. The match 
will probably be played in late 
September or early October. 

“We shot against the Stock¬ 
holm Club on June 28th,” Mrs. 
Oram said in her letter. “And 
we were handsomely beaten but 
we feel we have made friends 
amongst the Swedes.” 


Charles Samson, Dept. 6, pull¬ 
ed a tennis grand slam last month 
by winning his second plant-wide 
CRA tennis championship and 
then teaming with Tom Love, 
Dept. 6, to cop the prized doubles 
crown. 

Love and Samson, who repeat¬ 
ed their 1951 doubles conquest, 
bested Walter Bradley and Don 
Sellers 6-0, 6-0, 6-2, in the finals. 

Bradley and Sellers moved into 
the finals after stopping Terry 
Stephens and C. J. Hall in the 
second round of play. 

Upper bracket pairings in the 
doubles event saw Samson and 
Love win a default battle over 
Bob Guyton and Ed Krug. 

Samson waded through a field 
of challengers to win the top half 
of the singles bracket and then 
stopped Frank Caldarola, Dept. 
6, in the championship match by 
a 6-1, 6-1 count. 

Samson downed Don Sellers, 
and Walter Bradley in his play¬ 
off climb toward the finals. 

Caldarola polished off Bob 
Guyton and Fred Hopton-Jones 
in the play-offs. 

Finals in the girls’ round robin 
event and the singles consolation 
were scheduled for this week, ac¬ 
cording to Terry Stephens, CRA 
tennis commissioner. 


AND STILL CHAMPION—Charles Samson (Dept. 6 FW) who 
successfully defended both his plant singles and doubles tennis 
crowns recently, warms up before final match. His partner in dou¬ 
bles was Tom Love (Dept. 6), with whom he won last year. 
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First Pictures Show Matins of R3Y Test Airplane at SD 




RENDEZVOUS—First R3Y mating brings nose, hull and stub wing together at Convair SD. This 
is one of two test units. They will be used in research program for which special area is being built at 
ramD. For production purposes the two units are considered as single static test airplane. 


CLOSE UP—Crane gently lowers stub wing into place. Convair 
is building another test unit which will have complete wing but 
stub hull. 


SEQUENCE—At left are some of key men who watched R3Y mating procedure. Left to 
right, W. W. Fox, project engineer, Supt. Fred Grosher, Supt. R. S. Watt, Comdr. C. W Stirlmg 
(Bureau of Aeronautics representative), B. F. Coggan (SD Division manager), Asst. Plant Engineer 


H A. Smith, W. S. Stroud, project administrator. Center pictures show hull section being 
from giant buck. Hydraulic jack within buck lifted it onto wheeled cradle. At right is stub wing 
en route to mating station. 


March Flight Date 
Set for R3Y at SD 

March, 1953 has been set for the first flight of the 
Convair R3Y. 

Components for the airplane are currently under con¬ 
struction at San Diego and mating is scheduled foi Oct. 1. 

Actually, the flight airplane ~ 

" '*'* ing contra-rotating Aeroproducts 

propellers, providing exceptional 
performance anl maneuverability. 

Rated the fastest large sea¬ 
plane in the 40-year history of 
flying boats, the pressurized R3Y 
has a design top speed of more 
than 350 miles an hour and takes 
off time of approximately 30 sec¬ 
onds in a calm. Rate of climb is 
in excess of many World War II 
propeller-driven fighters. 

A feature of the R3Y, as it is 
of the XP5Y, is its long, slender 
hull withk length-to-beam ratio, 
of 10—almost double that of 
stubby, conventional flying boats. 
The new design, developed by 
Convair during years of hydro- 
dynamic research sponsored by 
the Navy’s Bureau of Aeronau¬ 
tics, provides greatly improved 
performance on the water and in 
the air, and also absorbs greater 
structural loads than older style 
hulls. 


will not be the first to come off 
the R3Y production line, San 
Diego Division Manager B. F. 
Coggan explained. The first 
articles are strictly for testing, 
a complete hull mated to a stub 
wing (illustrated above) and a 
complete wing mated to a stub 
hull. These units are scheduled 
for delivery Dec. 1 and will 
undergo rigorous testing at a 
specially built area at the SD 
seaplane ramp. 

The R3Y, first in a series of 
new-type waterbased aircraft, is 
a cargo-transport version of the 
XP5Y-1 patrol seaplane which al¬ 
ready holds the world’s air endur¬ 
ance^ record of eight hours, six 
minutes for turbine-powered air¬ 
planes. The planes are being 
built for the U. S. Navy. Weight 
has been set at 80 tons and they 
are powered by four Allison T40 
gas turbine engines developing 
5,500 horsepower each and driv- 




TEST GROUND—Ultimate destination of R3Y test airplane will be this area at ramp, shown 
under construction with XP5Y-I in background. Note heavy layers of concrete, necessary to support 
great weights to which test units will be subjected. _ __ 

1,500 ENJOY DAY 
AT CLUB OUTING 

More than 1,500 members of 
the Convair SD Management Club 
last month attended a picnic at 
Flynn Springs. Majority took 
picnic lunches, spent day playing 
games, dancing, resting. 


IN THE CHIPS—W. E. Austin (Dept. 62 FW), left, collects four 
$1,000 U. S. Defense bonds he bought for cash during Convair 
payroll deduction bond campaign. Usual method is to buy through 
payroll deduction. Left to right, Austin, Gen. Foreman Guy Lewis 
and J. O. Massey of Accounting. 


Delegation From Convair 
Tanks During Visit With 

Hore than 20 Convair FW men 
switched aircraft for armor re¬ 
cently when they visited a unit 
of the 49th Armored Division of 
the National Guard at headquar¬ 
ters on Eagle Mountain Lake. 

During the daylong festivities, 
the Convair men got a closeup 
look at the group’s motor vehicle 
section, radio equipment and all 
phases of the headquarters. 

High point of the day came 
when the aircrafters boarded 
tanks for a ride while others took 
turns at the controls of the 
armored vehicles on test runs. 

It was a big day in the life of 
T. D. Neely, FW tool project 
engineer, who rode with his son, 
Tommy Neely, Dept. 30, and then 
took over the controls to give his 
boy a ride. 

The Convair men then took a 
position atop a nearby hill and 
watched as the unit maneuvered 
to dislodge a make-believe enemy 


Explores Inside 
National Guard 

from the summit of the hill. 
Several members of the armor- 
d group are employed at Convair 
FW. 
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Signed up for Defense Bonds? 
Convair’s payroll deduction sys¬ 
tem makes it easy to save. 


ARMORED DRILL —Convair FW men explore tanks of 49th 
Armored Division during National Guard drill. In lower foreground 
Wes Magnuson inserts his six feet, five inches inside. Others shown 
include D. C. McDougal, K. A. Day, C. H. ^X^hite, B. M, McHarg, 
T. D. Neely. 

































































